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 15 July 2022  
Dear Member, 
 
MID-SEASON UPDATE 
 
We are now beyond the halfway point of the league season and as we enter the second 
half of the league campaign we see both the 1st and 2nd XIs in the bottom half of their 
respective leagues.  That is not to say that there hasn’t been some good cricket on show in 
the first half of the season.   
 
As I sit here today, as I bring up my half century, I can reflect on my near 50-year 
association with Poloc, a place that I have spent as much time at as I have at home over 
that time, and I am glad to see that the club is showing the shoots of recovery.  I have 
known good times and bad times over the years, have seen the club go from winning 
league and cup titles to finishing bottom of the league on numerous occasions.  I have 
seen membership in excess of 500 drop to below 100 and the demise of the tennis and golf 
sections, and then the resurrection of the latter during the COVID-19 pandemic.   
 
I know that those of you with long associations with Poloc, and those who are newer to the 
club will appreciate what a special place Shawholm is, and that it is up to all of us to ensure 
the continued health of the club.  
 
MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 
 
What has been great to witness in recent months has been a surge in club membership.  
We now have over 120 members, with bumper number in our junior sections, 23 alone at 
under-13.  We always knew that the next few seasons were going to be ones for rebuilding, 
and the signs are promising that that process is well underway.   
 

 
 

Junior coaching and practice 



 
 
 
 

 
Under the convenorship of Grant Cathcart, and coaching of Keith Sheridan, and Keith 
Young, and with the assistance of James Cathcart, Nabeel Khan, and other former juniors, 
the junior section is a really vibrant group, Thursday night coaching nights being really well 
attended. 
 

  
 

Junior coaching and practice 
 
CRICKET 
 
The 1st XI have had mixed fortunes, thus far, only managed two league wins, against GHK 
and Renfrew, although they have come close in their matches against Hillhead (losing by 12 
runs), Irvine (losing by 11 runs), and Drumpellier (losing by 44 runs), just last week – all 
games that we had the potential to win.   
 

   
 

Drumpellier versus Poloc, Langloan,  9 July 2022 
 
Playing with no overseas players (professional, or amateur) was always going to be difficult, 
and it can be seen that the teams at the top of the division have both, whilst those in the 
lower half have one, or none.  Growing our own talent has always been an important part 
of what we do at Poloc, and hopefully we will start to see further evidence of this in the 
coming seasons. 
 
With Murtaza Syed, elected Club Captain in the winter, able to play again, after injury, 
Captaincy of the 1st XI has reverted to him, with Andrew Mallichan, who captained in 
Murtaza’s absence, resuming his Head of Senior Cricket role.   
 



 
 
 
 

 
 

Poloc versus Stenhousemuir, Shawholm, 2 July 2022 
 
The Renfrew win looked unlikely at 48 for 7, but two good partnerships gave us a fighting 
chance, eventually posting 173.  Bowling Renfrew out for 160 was reward for that sensible 
tail end performance, and our strong bowling attack.  If the batsmen can produce a few 
more runs in the coming weeks, we should certainly be able to record a few more wins, and 
perhaps give some of those battling for promotion a fright. 
 
The 1st XI have had greater success in the evening league T20 competitions, reaching the 
semi-final of the Rowan Cup having disposed of GHK and West of Scotland, only to lose 
out to a strong Ferguslie side at Meikleriggs.   
 

  
 

Ferguslie versus Poloc, Meikleriggs, Rowan Cup semi-final, 30 June 2022 
 
In the McCulloch Cup (the old West League Cup) we made the quarter-finals after 
qualifying from the group stage, losing out to West of Scotland at Hamilton Crescent.  
 
The 2nd XI have also experienced some batting frailties in some of their fixtures in the 
Western Union Premiere Reserve league, but have recorded home and away wins over 
Bothwell (Uddingston’s 2nd XI) and wins against Dean Park (Renfrew) and Albert Park 
(Langside), to sit seventh in the table, with four wins and five losses from nine matches. 
 



 
 
 
 

The Sunday League and Evening League fixtures are underway with mixed results in these 
competitions too, the latter seeing two teams fielded, one the club’s Development XI 
comprising mainly older, and recent, juniors. 
 
STRANGE MOMENTS IN SPORT 
 
Shawholm has witnessed many strange occurrences in over 140 years but one of the most 
bizarre took place a few weeks ago in the league game against Irvine.  As the Poloc 
batsmen were attempting to chase down the Irvine total there was a loud crack and bang 
which brought everyone to a standstill – this was also caught on the live stream of the 
match.  The reason – one of the historic trees which surround the ground.  A huge section 
of the tree snapped off and fell, quite spectacularly onto the equipment shed, smashing 
through the roof and causing extensive damage to the structure.  We are grateful to the 
team from the Parks Department for assisting in the removal of said branches and for 
assessing the tree and its future safety. 
 

   
 

The fallen tree, and the damage caused to the ground contractor’s storage shed roof and walls 
 
GROUNDWORK CONTINUES, AND CLEAR-UP 
 

Adam Richardson and his team 
continue their work around the 
policies, and Shawholm looks a picture. 
 
The ground has been the training base 
for the Western Warriors Under 17 
squad, as well as hosting games for 
Cricket Scotland. 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 

Shawholm, July 2022 
 
BODYFIT GYM SECTION 
 
Adam O’Donnell, or Stuart Irons continue to see growing numbers in the use of the gym 
facilities, and any member who feels that they have wintered too well and could do with 
shedding a few pounds should contact Adam, or Stuart, to discuss a fitness programme 
they can offer.  They also had a highly successful family day in early July for members which 
was once again a great success. 
 
CLUBHOUSE OPEN FOR FUNCTIONS 
 
What has been great to see in recent months are the number of members booking out the 
clubhouse for functions, something which has been absent over the last two seasons due 
to COVID-19.  If you would like to use the clubhouse for your event then please contact 
Club Secretary, Keith Young, to secure your booking. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Kenneth J A Robertson 
President 


