
Secretary's report

Membership

Active membership in 2021 increased, reflecting something of a “bounce-back” from 2020, that
was, in many ways, a unique year given the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. This is reflected 
by the subscription income disclosed in the financial statements, active membership standing at 
91. This number excludes temporary golf memberships taken out by individuals who played 
around “Wee Poloc”.

Payment of subscriptions monthly, by bank standing order, by PayPal, or by credit or debit card, 
continues to afford all of us the opportunity to support the club in as easy, and cash flow-effective, 
way as possible, with subscription levels being retained at the previous year’s levels, and 
continuing to be competitive when compared with other clubs, or other sports and/or fitness 
membership organisations.  

Club developments

As in 2020, 2021 saw further development in-and-around “Shawholm”.
Much of this was off-the-field, with continuing investment in the ground 
and infrastructure.

The clubhouse, too, saw an internal refit of what had been the tennis 
lounge, and gents tennis changing room, this combined space being
transformed in to a gym for the Bodyfit section.  Carried out under the 
guidance of Stuart Irons, the House Convenor, the result is a fantastic 
facility that allows year-round use.

New signage

The gym at “Shawholm”

The main clubhouse area was also refurbished 
during the year, as well as the cricket changing 
rooms.

Home changing room refurbishment



Main clubhouse recarpeting

One of the two upstairs bedrooms in the house

The residential house was also completely 
refurbished during the year, including the 
installation of central heating, resulting in 
a much-enhanced space.

Pictures of the refurbishment of the house

Clubhouse takeaway and sit-in catering facility

Donna Richardson continued to run a popular takeaway (and, when Government guidelines 
allowed, sit-in) catering service from the clubhouse.  Our thanks are due to Donna, as last year, for 
her hard work in this initiative, an initiative that has accrued valuable additional income to the club.

Keith G Young
Secretary
January 2022



Cricket report

2021 was a tough year on the cricket field for Poloc CC. A lot of players coming and going, 
sanitation breaks, no changing room access due to COVID-19 restrictions, no teas or social 
events. A days cricket wasn’t quite the same as it used to be, but at least we got plenty of 
cricket in. 

The early season was tough going, getting players back to training, and some limited 
availability for matches after such a long break. Players were, also, understandably nervous 
about COVID-19, and there was uncertainty if the season would even go ahead. But, we did 
manage to field teams, and play cricket. The results weren't great, but it was good to be 
back in the middle, even if the start of the season was deferred until the end of May.

Season-opening Scottish Cup match between Poloc and Clydesdale, 30 May 2021

The cricket overall this season was a real rollercoaster. We had some really hard days 
where we were getting pumped week-on-week, there were at times conflicts amongst 
ourselves, and with other teams, and some team members had to deal with serious illness.

Poloc versus West of Scotland, 12 June 2021

We also had some of the most satisfying 
games of cricket I have ever been a part 
of. The 1st XI win away against West of
Scotland, the 2nd XI carrying Balawal 
Fahim (pictured, far left) off the ground
after an amazing knock, 100s in the 
Panthers (Hunnain Sohail and Ali Raza 
Qazi, pictured left) and so on.

So as hard a season as 2021 was, we still have some good memories to take away.



Amaan Ramzan goes to 100 versus East Kilbride, 5 September 2021

But there is no escaping the fact the 1st XI didn’t win enough games, and the season 
resulted in a relegation for the team.

The 2nd XI, by contrast, just did enough – very often fielding a very young side – to finish 
outside the bottom two in the Premier Division Reserve league, whilst the Panthers finished 
third in Evening League Division 1 (T20), and won Sunday League Division 1 (the 40-over 
competition).

At the end of season meeting, the players were disappointed, and determined to get back to 
where we belong. Hopefully with a bit more organisation and commitment from the playing 
group, we can have a more successful season in 2022.

Andrew Mallichan
Head of Senior Cricket
January 2022



Junior Convenor's report

The cricketing year for juniors was a mixed bag as the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic 
continued to have an impact. Opportunities for indoor training were limited over the autumn and 
winter, with the start to the season proper also delayed. 

When we did get outside though, the weather was great, the number of players encouraging, and 
the enthusiasm of the coaches, Keith Young and Keith Sheridan, as infectious as ever. 

Thursday training sessions were generally well attended and much enjoyed. There was great 
variety to the coaching, for example hard-ball sessions for those who were ready to the ever 
popular non-stop cricket for everyone. Sessions on the square using a proper wicket seemed 
particularly exciting to all.

Poloc Under 12s versus Jillhead Under 12s

When cricket commenced, junior age-group matches were slightly limited in scope for Poloc, in 
part due to COVID-19, and in part due to the age-range of players at the club given that junior club 
cricket in the west of Scotland now ends at Under 16, effectively meaning players aged 16 have no 
opportunity to play inter-club cricket against their peers.

We did field an Under12 team however, an age-group where everyone bats and bowls, played with 
a soft ball. The players acquitted themselves really well over the season. Above all, everyone 
played with enthusiasm and determination, winning five and losing only one match. 



Poloc Under 12s versus Prestwick Under 12s

Incredibly, although some matches could not be played due to COVID-19 and player shortages, 
none were lost to rain!

I mentioned the age-range of our juniors. In common with other clubs, the last two years have
seen some of our “older” juniors drift away from cricket (as a club, we really hope to welcome them 
back one day!). Part of a strategy to re-engage this cohort, and offsetting the loss of WDJCU-
organised Under 17 and Under 18 inter-club cricket, will see the club field a Development XI team 
in the senior Evening League in 2022, this team comprising, primarily, “older” juniors and other 
players aged under 23. 

We have a generally very young group of players, with much potential for the future. Hopefully we 
can grow this group with everyone’s help: bring a friend, bring a cousin, bring a neighbour to give 
cricket a try!

Indoor junior cricket, December 2021

The older juniors who remain began to make their transition from junior to senior teams, with no 
fewer than five 15 to 17 year olds representing Poloc in the 1st and 2nd XI, Sunday League and 
Evening League teams. This bodes well for the future of the club.

Hasan Malik and James Cathcart were chosen to play for the Western Warriors Under 17 team 
during the summer – congratulations to them.

Grant Cathcart
Junior Convenor
January 2022



House Convenor's report

This year has seen the clubhouse have some much-needed
refurbishment work done to it; including to the main clubhouse 
area, with a gym (pictured right) installed in parts of what were 
the tennis areas.

The cricket changing rooms were also refurbished, additional 
space being created by the removal of old lockers.

Construction work in advance of the installation of the gym

Home changing room refurbishment (left), and the new gym (right)

CCTV was also installed during 2021, and, along with adaptations to the alarm system, adds 
additional security to the property.

The house has also had a revamp, with a new heating system installed, and is now asset to the 
club, running on Airbnb.

Installation of central heating in the house

The clubhouse property remains COVID-19-secure, with all appropriate signage in place, and 
being deep-cleaned monthly.



All fire alarm, fire extinguisher, and other safety checks, are up-to-date.

Stuart Irons
House Convenor
January 2022



Refreshments Convenor's Report

COVID-19-related restrictions had quite an impact on use of the clubhouse, with catering sales 
limited to takeaway teas, coffees, and food for much of the year. 

Similarly, there was limited scope for members’ 
functions, and no cricket teas for players during 
the season.

As a part of the wider clubhouse refurbishment 
programme, the bar area was fully recarpeted,
and a new flat-screen television installed.  

Clubhouse bar area refurbishment

Thanks to the efforts of Donna Richardson, the clubhouse was, however, in use over the Autumn 
and Winter, providing a really useful service to visitors to the park, and much needed income for 
the club. As restrictions eased going into Summer, the bar was able to open more regularly on 
match days.

A noteworthy function took place later in the Summer, with the Bodyfit Family Fun Day proving a 
big success, and seeing valuable income generated for the club.

BodyFit Family Fun Day

Most refreshment supplies are obtained from United Cash and Carry in Pollokshields where the 
club retains an account, and represents good value for money.

The vending machine contract continues to run down, and will not be renewed once terminated.

Grant Cathcart
Refreshment Convenor
January 2022


