
Junior Convenor's report 
 
Season 2018 saw quite widespread changes to junior cricket in the west of Scotland, with new 
age-group leagues and cups, and new formats, introduced.  The Under 13, 15 and 18 leagues 
were all disbanded, and were replaced by Under 14 and 16 leagues, Under 16 being the oldest 
age-group that league cricket was organised for by the Western District Junior Cricket Union 
("WDJCU").  In addition an Under 12 league was introduced, alongside the retained Under 11 
League.  The formats of league matches were also changed, with only Under 16 matches being 
eleven-a-side; Under 14 matches were nine-a-side, and Under 11 and 12 matches were eight-a-
side.   
 
The club entered teams in the Under 12, 14 and 16 leagues – all hard-ball leagues, as well as local 
and national cup competitions at Under 13 (two), Under 15 (two), Under 16 and Under 18 age-
groups.  
 
A very young Under 12 side – which bodes well for the future of junior cricket at the club – 
performed creditably in its league, finishing fourth.  The Under 14s finished a place higher in their 
league and recorded wins against both the sides finishing above them.  The Under 16s recorded a 
mid-table finish in their league in a season where the number of wins and losses were the same.  
So, overall, a decent league season from a results perspective.  
 
In the cup competitions, the highlights were the Under 15s' run to the quarter-final of the Scottish 
Cup (where they lost to the eventual winners) and the Under 18s' run to the semi-final in their 
version of the national cup competition.  The latter cup run saw encouraging wins over two of 
Edinburgh's "big clubs", Watsonians and Carlton, and only came to an end with defeat to 
Forfarshire on Finals Day.   
 
And in a season that will be remembered by many for a fantastically hot and dry spell in the middle 
of it, it's perhaps worth recording that season 2018 was still a season that suffered twenty match 
cancellations.   
 
The change in league structure and formats had a knock-on effect for coaching and practice 
sessions, with Thursday becoming the new day for juniors.  Both Under 12, and Under 14 and 16, 
age-groups practiced on Thursday evenings in 2018, Thursdays being cleared of evening senior 
cricket practice in a wider re-vamp of the club's coaching and practice timetable.  This allowed for 
an improved concentration of coaching resources for juniors too, in particular the availability of both 
the clubs' overseas player:coaches, Jurie Snyman (returning for a third year) and Coenie Nel.  Our 
thanks to both these people are, again, due.   
 

   
 
       Under 14 and 16 net session with Coach David James      Under 12 practice with Coach Jurie Snyman 

 
An Academy side – in effect an Under 18 side on most occasions – also competed in both the 
Western District Cricket Union [senior] Sunday and Evening Leagues.  This provided additional 
playing opportunities for the club's junior players, providing invaluable experience for some of a 
longer format in the 40-overs-a-side Sunday League competition.   
 



Turning to player performances now, and starting with the Academy side: a number of juniors 
performed well with bat and/or ball over the season.  Amaan Ramzan scored 313 runs at 78.3; 
Amman Ali scored 151 runs at 50.3, and Calum James scored 119 runs at 39.7.  And with the ball, 
Shahan Raja, Hamaad Anwar and Kess Sajjad all returned bowling averages of under 10.   
 
In the Under 18s' cup run, Abdullah Malik's batting was the stand-out as he averaged 120; Amaan 
Ramzan again performing well too, averaging 43.5.   
 
Top run-scorers in Under 16 cricket were Abdul Malik (196 runs), Zakir Siddiqui (161 runs) and 
Hassaan Mehmood (158 runs), whilst Samee Mehmood – thirteen wickets at 10.7 with his slow 
left-arm bowling – was the stand-out bowler.   
 
Abdul Malik was also the Under 15s' top run scorer, and averaged 65 in their Scottish Cup 
campaign.   
 
Four Under 14 batters scored more than 100 runs in season 2018: Hasan Malik (161 runs), 
Hassaan Mehmood (159 runs), Samee Mehmood (129 runs) and Abdullah Rana (102 runs).  And 
on the bowling front four bowlers took more than fifteen wickets: Shahan Raja (29 wickets at 3.2), 
Samee Mehmood (twenty wickets at 3.1), Hasan Malik (eighteen wickets at 3.5) and James 
Cathcart (seventeen wickets at 3.8).   
 

 
 

Poloc Under 14s in action at Meikleriggs 
 
The Under 13s' cup matches saw Moiz Maqsood finish as top run-scorer, whilst Musa Rana was 
top wicket-taker.   
 
And, finally, in Under 12 – "pairs" – cricket, Abdullsubhan Rana dominated the run-scoring charts 
with 137. Musa Rana (75 runs) and Zeeshan Gulfam (69 runs) were the other two batters scoring 
50 or more league runs in the season.  And Abdullsubhan Rana would also top the Under 12 
wicket-taking list with fifteen wickets, again finishing ahead of brother Musa, who took eleven.    
 
Beyond how the club's age-group teams got on in 2018 a number of the club's junior players also 
continued to gain representative team selection, both regionally and nationally.  And in 2018, as 
with junior league cricket, representative cricket – at least regionally – also saw structural change.  
The Western Warriors competed in inter-regional cricket at Under 14, Under 16 and [what is called] 
Development Squad levels, whilst an Under 13 Western Warriors side competed in the inter-city 
tournament featuring a Belfast side, the Warriors and Eastern Knights.  The club's juniors gaining 
regional selection in 2018 were: 
 
Western Warriors Under 13: Hassaan Mehmood and Shahan Raja. 
 
Western Warriors Under 14: James Cathcart, Hasan Malik, Hassaan Mehmood, Samee Mehmood 
and Shahan Raja. 
 
Western Warriors Development XI: Ahmed-Raza Hanif, Amaan Ramzan, Kess Sajjad and 
Ihtesham Ul Haq 
 



Amaan Ramzan and Kess Sajjad both represented Scotland at Under 17 level, and Ihtesham Ul 
Haq was selected for Scotland Under 19.   
 
Senior international honours were also again gained by Abtaha Maqsood who played regularly for 
Scotland Woman, this in addition to playing for Scotland Women Under 21 and Scotland Women 
A. 
 
Away from Shawholm, the club continued to partner with its "sister" Charity, The Community 
Coaching Initiative, to deliver over cricket coaching in local schools, links continuing with Tinto 
Primary School, The High School of Glasgow and Shawlands Academy.  This work was delivered 
in the main by Jurie Snyman and Coenie Nel.  These school links also, again, saw the club host 
home matches for Shawlands Academy. 
 

 
 

Shawlands Academy versus Lomond School 
 
With another season done-and-dusted therefore, attention turns to the winter indoor programme, 
and the annual WDJCU "Super 8s" Indoor Tournament in December.  And mention of the latter 
prompts mention of success in this event at the end of 2017 when the club's Under 19 side was 
crowned "Super 8s" Champions for the first time in just under 30 years!  
 

      
 

                                 Under 19 Captain Abdullah Malik                              Poloc Under 19 
 
Looking further into the future, the challenge facing the club's junior section is, as it has been for 
some time and in keeping with other similar organisations, finding sufficient volunteers to allow it to 
be sustained and, hopefully, grow and develop.  This requires people to come forward and be 
willing to help out, both on the coaching and matchday management side, and the administrative 
and organisational side.  It is appreciated that the "hoops" that are required to be gone through to 
get involved are many – from PVG Scheme membership and other disclosure checks, through 
coach education programmes, to the ability to commit to the necessary time, however without a 
bigger volunteer base the scale of the club's junior programme – both in-season and out-of-season 
– is unsustainable. 
 



This said the last twelve months have, as always, seen invaluable support provided by a number of 
people to the junior section.  Top of this list are Jurie Snyman and Coenie Nel, both of whom have 
already been mentioned and were critical to the programme.  David James and Grant Cathcart are 
two other members who should be specifically named-checked in this regard too, assisting on both 
practice evenings and matchdays.  Keith Sheridan's contribution to Under 12 practice and 
coaching is also much-appreciated.  Then there are the parents who assisted with transporting 
players to and from away matches, as well as bringing their children to club-based practice 
sessions and home games. 
 
A final word of thanks – as always – to our groundsman, Scott McCutcheon, whose efforts – as I 
always say, so often unseen – were again tireless in facilitating matches.   
 
 
Keith G Young 
Junior Convenor 
November 2018 


