
Junior Convenor's report

Season 2017 was yet another season blighted by wet weather.  Despite there being just under 80 
junior matches scheduled (or rescheduled in many instances) only 49 – or under two-thirds – were 
actually completed.  It is a cliché, we know, however the west of Scotland weather remains the 
single biggest uncontrollable for the club as it looks to facilitate both practice and playing 
opportunities for its junior players.

Cancellations aside, it is however pleasing that with six age-group hardball sides, excluding our 
Under 10 Kwik Cricket'ers, there were, again, many opportunities provided for the club's juniors to 
play matches.  And running in parallel to these playing opportunities were year-round coaching and 
practice sessions, led in the main by the club's South African Coach Jurie Snyman who remained 
in Glasgow over the winter period between seasons 2016 and 2017.  The continuity of coaching 
that this represented is, I believe, extremely valuable and its benefits were seen in the 
development of many of our young players.  

Indoor practice took place weekly over the winter, doubling to twice-weekly in the three months 
leading up to the start of the season, sessions being held at Hutchesons' Grammar School Sports 
Hall.  

Talk of "Hutchie" leads me to the club's participation in the WDJCU "Indoor Super 8s" tournament 
over the Christmas and New Year period.  The club entered sides in each of the three age-groups: 
Under 12, 15 and 19.  The club's Under 12s and Under 19s both made it to their respective Finals 
Day, albeit neither managing to secure tournament wins.  

Moving in to the season itself, outdoor coaching and practice again saw Under 11 sessions held on 
Monday evenings, Under 13s and Under 15s attending on Wednesdays, with older juniors working 
with seniors at their twice-weekly sessions on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  

The club's junior teams all performed well over the course of season.  Starting with the oldest age-
group – the Under 18s – they secured runner-up spot in the Under 18 League, this despite being 
unbeaten.  Near-neighbours Clydesdale CC were the league winners having managed to play one 
more match.  The Under 18s also made it to the Finals Day of the Scottish Cup, losing in the semi-
finals to Edinburgh club Carlton CC.

The Under 16s suffered a similar fate in their league too, cancelled matches seeing their 
undefeated season end with a fourth-placed finish.  

Third place was the Under 15s' final league position, as this young side performed admirably 
against, often, older sides.  

The Under 13s won their regional division of the Under 13 League to qualify for Finals Day, only to 
finish runner-up in the end-of-season finale at Meikleriggs.  However the Under 13s (see below)
can look back with some pride on their season, having also qualified for Finals Day in the Scottish 
Cup, eventually finishing third.  
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And, finally as regards the hardball leagues, the Under 11s finished fourth in their regional division 
of the Under 11 League, finishing their season with a five:four winning record.  

So, overall, and despite the weather frustrations, 2017 as another good season for the club's junior 
teams, with an overall 29:15 winning record secured for the record books.  More importantly 
however, our players played enthusiastically and fairly, and showed no little skill and determination.  

A number of individual playing performances should also be noted in this report.  In Under 18 
cricket Uzzair Shah finished the season with a batting average of 92, with Amaan Ramzan also 
averaging over 50.  Ahmed-Raza finished as top wicket-taker in Under 18 cricket, his eight wickets 
costing just 8.8 apiece.  

Sohaib Shah dominated the Under 15 batting averages, finishing with a remarkable average of 
126.  And on the bowling front Hassaan Mehmood and Zakir Siddiqui both took seven wickets in 
this age-group, Hassaan – still an Under 12 in 2017 – returning the better average of 12.4.  

In Under 13 cricket Abdullah Rana topped the batting averages scoring 257 runs at 28.6, Hassaan 
Mehmood running him close with 231 runs at 25.7.  James Cathcart and Nabeel Khan were the 
stand-out bowlers at Under 13, taking nineteen and twelve wickets, at 7.9 and 10.3, respectively.  

And, finally on the age-group team statistics front, in Under 11 cricket Musa Rana and Adam Ali 
both took five wickets to top the club's youngest team's wicket-taking chart, Devraj Bandhopadyay 
finishing in third place with five.  

Talk of individual performances by the club's junior players should also include Owais Shah 
scoring his maiden 1st XI century for the club, scoring 136 not out in the WDCU Premier Division 
match at home to Dumfries CC.  Owais was joined in regularly playing for the 1st XI in Saturday 
league cricket by Taimoor Ahmad, Ihtisham Malik, Amaan Ramzan and Uzzair Shah.

Beyond how the club's age-group teams got on in 2017 a number of the club's junior players also 
continued to gain representative team selection, below regionally and nationally.  

Taimoor Ahmad, Ihtisham Malik (pictured below, left) and Owais Shah (pictured below, right) all 
represented Scotland at Under 19 and Development XI levels, with Ihtisham and Owais also 
representing Scotland A.  
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Senior international honours were also again gained by Abtaha Maqsood (pictured below, left) who 
played regularly for Scotland Woman.  
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At Scotland Under 17 age-group, both Amaan Ramzan and Uzzair Shah were selected.

Sohaib Shah (pictured above,right) was selected for Scotland Under 15.  

Therefore, again, the club saw juniors selected for Scotland at every age-group level.  This bodes 
well for the future, as well as reflecting well on the club's coaching programme headed up by Jurie.  

At regional representative level, the following juniors were selected for either the Western Warriors
Under 15 or Under 18 sides in 2017:

Taimoor Ahmad (pictured below, left), Ahmed-Raza Hanif, Ihtisham Malik, Amaan Ramzan
(pictured below, right), Owais Shah, Sohaib Shah, Uzzair Shah and Zakir Siddiqui.
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Selected for the Cricket Scotland Under 14 Challenge Series were:

James Cathcart, Nabeel Khan, Abdul Malik, Moiz Maqsood, Hassaan Mehmood and Sohaib Shah, 
Zakir Siddiqui. 

And, selected for the South Glasgow Under 12 team in 2017 were:

Moiz Maqsood, Hassaan Mehmood and Abdulsubhan Rana.

Representative cricket also sees winter development squads selected, and with season 2017 now 
behind us, the Western Warriors 2017-18 winter squads have been selected, and the club has 
seen a number of its junior players selected for the squads named at the time of writing this report:

Western Warriors Under 14 squad
James Cathcart, Hassaan Mehmood and Samee Mehmood.

Western Warriors Development squad
Amaan Ramzan and Uzzair Shah.

Away from Shawholm, the club again partnered with its "sister" Charity, The Community Coaching 
Initiative, to deliver over cricket coaching in local schools.  Continuing to build on relationships 
established over many years, this programme remains critical in attracting new players to the 
game, as well as the club; maintaining important links with the local community.  Again much of 
this work was headed-up by Jurie Snyman, in 2017 assisted by young South African amateur 
player Louis Geldenhuys who was at the club for the first time.  

In moving towards the end of this report it is important to finish with words of thanks to those, 
without whose efforts, the club's junior programme could not function.  Jurie Snyman and Louis 
Geldenhuys have both already been named, and they were key to the programme.  Also key are 
volunteer coaches and helpers, including David James and Grant Cathcart, and the parents who 
so often assist with matchday logistics.  Parental help and involvement is invaluable, and is readily 
acknowledged as such.  Thank you to everyone who was involved with our juniors over the last 
twelve months.

A final word of thanks to our groundsman, Scott McCutcheon, whose efforts – so often unseen –
were again tireless in facilitating matches to beat the weather, and allowed our young players to 
play in such beautiful surroundings.  
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Junior Convenor
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