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Season 2016 saw the club enter junior sides in four age-group leagues, and enter all available cup 
competitions, including the indoor "Super 8s" in December. 
 
Starting at the end and working back, the club's Under 12s finished third in their "Super 8s", and 
the Under 19s were runner-up in their age-group indoor tournament.   
 
And talk of Under 19s – an age-group that doesn't have a league – takes us right back to the start 
of 2016, when – uniquely on the global stage – the club had four of its Under 19 players play in the 
ICC U19 Cricket World Cup in Bangladesh.  This was a truly unique event, and congratulations are 
due to Muhammad Azeem, Adil Ghaffar, Ihtisham Malik and Owais Shah, all of whom represented 
Scotland, and by extension Poloc, with distinction. 
 
Also earning national age-group selection were Amaan Ramzan and Uzzair Shah at Under 15 age-
group, Ihtisham Malik and Aliyan Qureshi and Owais Shah at Under 17 age-group.  In addition, 
Abtaha Maqsood again represented Scotland at Under 17 age-group level. 
 
Outwith junior national team selection, Abtaha also played regularly for the senior Scotland 
Women's side.   
 
Returning to club junior matches, in addition to junior competitions, the club also, again, entered an 
“Academy” side in the WDCU’s senior Sunday and Evening Leagues, the former 40 overs-a-side, 
the latter a midweek T20 league.   
 
In overall terms, season 2016, impacted as is so often the case by poor weather, can be 
summarised as: 
 
Junior team matches scheduled:   76 
Junior team matches played:    51 
Junior team matches won:    30 
Junior team matches lost:    19 
Junior team matches tied:      1 
Junior team matches abandoned:     1 
 
Losing 25 matches to the weather (equating to a third of matches scheduled) was disappointing, 
but, as I always state in this section of the Junior Convenor's Report, we can only "control the 
controllables".   
 
On the development side, a junior winter programme again started just a month after the 2015 
outdoor season ended, and ran weekly throughout the winter months.  Attendance at sessions was 
good, and the programme keeps the club's young players involved in the game over the close 
season, as well as providing a good opportunity for coaches to work with players on key technical 
parts to their games.  The sessions are also useful in attracting new juniors.  Thanks are also due 
to the coaches who give up weekend leisure time in this regard, and in the 2016-17 winter period 
that we are currently in, we are delighted that 2016 Coaching Professional, South African Jurie 
Snyman, has returned to Glasgow to work with the club's young players.  This is invaluable, and 
the continuity of Jurie's involvement, year-round, is an excellent development.   
 
The winter also sees Cricket Scotland age-group squad training, regional academy player 
development programmes, and regional squad training.  The club was well represented in all of 
these.  Adil Ghaffar, Ihtisham Malik, Aliyan Qureshi and Owais Shah were also included in the 
2015-16 Cricket Scotland Academy (West), whilst Sohaib Shah and Uzzair Shah were selected for 
the younger Under 15 age-group Cricket Scotland Regional Development Centre (West) 
programme.  Then, in the "Western Warriors" Under 18 squad, the club contributed no fewer than 
five players, with Lewis James joining Adil, Ihtisham, Aliyan and Owais.  And our two Under 15 



players in the Regional Development Centre (West) were joined by Amaan Ramzan in the 
"Western Warriors" Under 15 squad.   
 
Below the Cricket Scotland regional junior programmes and squads, the club was represented at 
Under 14 Challenge Series level by Nabeel Khan, Abdul Malik, Sohaib Shah, Zakir Siddiqui and 
Dilina Loku Yaddehige.   
 
All of these selections are, I believe, continuing evidence of a strong conveyor belt of young 
cricketing talent accruing from the club's ongoing commitment to developing players and creating 
an attractive environment in which talent can flourish. 
 
Much of this development was delivered in the first instance by the club partnering with its "sister" 
Charity, The Community Coaching Initiative, to deliver over 160 hours of cricket coaching in local 
schools.  Building on relationships established over many years, this programme remains critical in 
attracting new players to the game, as well as the club; forges important links with the community 
in which the club lives; and assists in attracting vital partnership funding support without which our 
junior programme could not function.  Critical to the delivery of this community coaching were Jurie 
Snyman and CJ Van der Walt, the club's overseas player/coaches in 2016, both of whom were 
with us here at Shawholm for the first time, Jurie's return to work with our juniors over the 2016-17 
winter period having already been referred to. 
 
Turning now to a more detailed review of season 2016.  The matches scheduled were particularly 
hard hit by the winter, with Sunday morning "Kwik Cricket" festivals for Under 10s being all but 
washed away completely. 
 
The Academy side again performed well, under CJ Van der Walt's captaincy, and won its Evening 
League division.  
 
There was also success at Under 18 age-group level, the side winning the Under 18 League and 
reaching the Frank Smith Trophy Final.  The latter was washed out and will be played at the start 
of season 2017.  The Under 15s meanwhile finished runner-up in their age-group league, with both 
both the Under 13s and Under 11s finishing mid-table.   
 
In the other cup competitions, the Under 13s finished third in the ECB Under 13 National Club 
Championship, losing to Grange CC in the semi-final before defeating Forfarshire CC in the 
third/fourth place play off on Finals Day at Inverleith.  In the Under 15 Scottish Cup the club also 
lost out to eventual cup winners, this time Carlton CC, and there was a sense of déjà vu as, in the 
Under 18 Scottish Cup the club lost out on wickets lost in a tie with local rivals Clydesdale CC who 
went on to win the cup.   
 
Playing as many junior matches as the club does, on so many days, involves a lot of people and 
our thanks are due to Jurie and CJ, already named, for their contributions in this regard.  In 
addition however specific thanks should be given to Anjum Aslam, Grant Cathcart, Phil Cooke, Bill 
and Caroline Harden, David and Eilidh James, Muhammad Maqsood and Safder Rana regulars in 
organising, managing and/or transporting players to and from matches.  Without this very practical 
support and help the club's junior programme would – could – not function.   
 
Returning to life beyond club cricket we continue to see our players selected for representative 
teams and squads, and selected for development programmes.  I have already mentioned those 
youngsters involved in winter 2015-16's representative training squads.  Bringing this up-to-date, at 
present we have no fewer than six players in the 2016-17 Cricket Scotland West Regional 
Academy programme: Taimoor Ahmad, Ahmed-Raza Hanif, Aliyan Qureshi, Amaan Ramzan, 
Owais Shah and Uzzair Shah.  Sohaib Shah is also in Cricket Scotland's West Regional 
Development Centre winter programme.   
 
And, Abtaha Maqsood has been included in the Scotland Women's squad for the ICC Women’s 
CWC qualifying event taking place in Sri Lanka in February 2017. 



 
Season 2016 was the second successive year in which the club had at least one junior player – 
both male and female – selected at every age-group, the players gaining national age-group 
selection being listed at the start of this report.  
 
In junior club cricket, there were good individual performances during, and over the course of, the 
season.  At Under 18, Calum James's 193 runs represented the highest runs aggregate, whilst 
Owais Shah was a Centurion.  Also scoring over 100 Under 18 runs were Adil Ghaffar and Owais.  
With ball-in-hand Ahmed-Raza Hanif was top wicket-taker with eleven wickets at 5.6.   
 
In the Under 15 age-group, three batters scored more than 250 runs, Uzzair Shah topping the 
averages with his 444 runs coming at 63, whilst Amaan Ramzan's 268 runs saw him average 54, 
and Sohaib Shah (still an Under 13) also scored 268 runs, his coming at 34.  Sohaib was top 
Under 15 wicket-taker too, with thirteen wickets at 15.6.   
  
Sohaib Shah, still Under 13 as noted, scored 378 runs in Under 13 cricket, averaging a remarkable 
189, whilst Abdul Malik and Zakir Siddiqui both amassed more than 140 runs.  Sohaib 
demonstrated his all-rounder credentials in the Under 13s too, topping the wicket-taking charts at 
this age-group with thirteen.  However he was beaten to the best bowling average title by Nabeel 
Khan whose twelve wickets cost just 11.0, James Cathcart's twelve wickets also being worthy of 
mention in despatches.   
 
And in Under 11 cricket (played under "pairs cricket" rules) the season statistics were dominated 
by Hassaan Mehmood (averaging 37 with the bat and taking ten wickets at 6.6 with the ball), and 
Andrew Harden (63 runs, and ten wickets).   
 
Wrapping up this report, I've mentioned the out-of-season indoor and community coaching already, 
but 2016 again saw junior coaching at Shawholm on weekday afternoons and evenings, and my 
thanks are due to Jurie Snyman who, in particular, gave of his time in this regard.  Mention by 
name should also be given to David James who continues to be the keystone of much of the club’s 
junior programme.  The fruits of this hard work is seen in many areas, including the number of 
juniors playing regular senior 1st and 2nd XI cricket. 
 
Our ground-staff should also be thanked, and in this regard Groundsman Scott McCutcheon 
should be named-checked, as should CJ Van der Walt in particular – who worked hard on the 
ground in a year where, again, the elements were too often against them.  Their efforts mean that 
the club is able to provide a standard of playing facility that is second-to-none as far as what 
juniors at other clubs are being provided with. 
 
2016 also saw our partnerships with a number of local secondary schools continue, a number 
using Shawholm as their "home" ground.  Shawholm also hosted a number of junior representative 
matches. 
 
In closing then – and making no apology for finishing as I have been able to do in the last few 
years, and hope to continue to be able to in the future: "Our junior section remains in good heart, 
continues to introduce youngsters to the game of cricket, tries to develop good players within a 
comprehensive programme, whilst at the same time, and as importantly, encouraging as broad an 
involvement by as many people as possible in this area.  We also try to emphasise that playing the 
game in the correct manner, and remind our young players that they represent their club and 
families whilst doing so, is as important." 
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