
 

                                                                     

Glasgow’s Sporting Heritage 1914 - 1918 

Glasgow, Sport and the Great War 



                                                                    

Glasgow and the Great War 

Between 1914 and 1918, a relatively 
large number of Scots enlisted in the 
First World War – around 688,000. 
That war eventually claimed the lives 
of around 145,000 of them. Scotland's    
losses were, per capita, among the 
highest of any combatant nation, and 
the war's effects on the nation were 
profound and long-lasting.  

 

When war was declared on 4th August 
1914, there was an immediate call for 
people to enlist in the armed forced 
and join the war effort. Glasgow’s men 
and women, just like many from the 
big cities in Britain, responded with  
patriotic enthusiasm.  

They came from every walk of 
life – the shipyards, the factories, 
the professional classes and of 
course from those who played 
and spectated  in sports.   

 

Above: Recruitment poster 
aimed specifically at sporting 
crowds. C.1914. 

 

Left: Troops on parade at the 
junction of Renfield Street and 
Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow,  
1915.  

Image credit: Glasgow Herald 



                                                                    

Recruiting for War 

 

 

The AVF (Athletes Volunteer Force) were armed forces units    
created from various sporting clubs following the outbreak of the 
war.  

Quite a few of such units around the country bore the title 
"Athletes" from which members organised into either a home  
defence force or were amalgamated into bigger battalions and 
sent to the front. 

Great Britain declared war on Germany 
on the 4th August  1914. Cricket, Rugby,  
International football competitions and 
English football stopped almost             
immediately after the outbreak of the 
first World War. However the football 
league in Scotland continued with the 
1914-1915 season. Most footballers 
were professionals and were tied to 
clubs through one-year contracts.       

Players could only join the armed forces 
if the clubs  agreed to release them from 
their contracts.  

Above: Army recruitment handbill for the 
7th Scottish Rifles (Cameronians). The 7th 
Scottish Rifles were connected to the Third 
Lanarkshire Rifle Volunteers who in 1872 
had formed the famous Glasgow football 
team Third Lanark. 

Credit: Scottish Football Museum 



                                                                    

Football in Scotland  

During the opening weeks and months of 
the First World War a patriotic fervour,     
encouraged by the government and the 
national press, swept over sections of the 
general public.  

An ever growing chorus of voices, from 
newspapers to religious organisations,   
criticised the continuation of the            
professional game. The popularity of     
football was viewed by some as having a 
harmful effect on the war effort, distracting 
many thousands of potential recruits.  

Such was the pressure being placed on 
Scottish football’s governing bodies that 
the Scottish Cup competition was             
suspended and motions were raised within 
the Scottish FA Council to suspend          
professional football   altogether. 

An opposing view believed that football 
could be a valuable tool and clubs were   
encouraged to make their grounds       
available for army recruitment.  

Players were actually sent to the front line. 
Many were killed or wounded and when 
news reached home it had a negative       
impact on morale. However, it was          
recognised that sport could have a positive 
influence on the men as it was excellent for 
fitness, good for morale and provided a   
diversion from the traumatic and           
wearisome conflict.  

Above: McCrae’s Battalion 1914 

Image: Scottish Football Museum 

The establishment of the ‘Footballer’s 
Battalion’ by Sir George McCrae in     
November 1914 provided a direct and 
very public response to the growing 
wave of criticism surrounding the      
professional game in Scotland. Clubs 
across the country followed the lead 
shown by Hearts and actively            
supported the recruitment drive in 
their local areas.  



                                                                    

Football in Glasgow 

Above: Celtic title winning team 
of 1917.  

As soon as war had been declared in 1914, 
the FA and the SFA agreed to abandon         
international matches; the SFA also decided 
to scrap the Scottish Cup competition.  

Footballers were expected to take their place 
alongside other workers in the munition    
factories and shipyards.  

The Scottish Football League continued for 
the duration of World War One, even though 
the English leagues went into shutdown.  

The two Glasgow giants, Celtic and Rangers  
played their part in the promotion of the war 
effort. Appeals were made at half-time      
during matches for recruits; the clubs sent 
footballs to army recruits in training and    
soldiers at the front; and matches for War 
Relief Funds, initially for Belgian refugees, 
were played at Hampden Park, Ibrox and 
Parkhead in 1915, 1916 and 1917, when 
Celtic and Rangers played against select 
teams.  

Left: Rangers v Rest of Glasgow in 

aid of Belgian Relief Fund, 1916.  

Credit: Scottish Football Museum 

All teams lost players to the war 
effort. Queens Park were one of 
the first football teams to sign up 
together for war.  Seven of their 
first team players had signed up 
by October 1914 which sparked 
calls to have the game closed 
down.  

Below: Queens Park, 1917 

Credit: The Scottish Football  Museum 

 



                                                                    

Rugby 

Right: Scotland International Rugby team 
that faced England in 1914. Six of this 
team did not survive the war.  

Credit: Glasgow Herald 

The rugby communities of every allied      
nation played their part in the Great War, 
but none more than Scotland. 

One Scottish club – London Scottish –     
suffered appallingly in the Great War,    
losing 103 members in total and 45 of the 
60 who took the field for their four XVs on 
the final Saturday of the 1914. 
 
The first known  rugby international from 
an nation to fall  was a London Scottish 
player, Ronald Simpson, 24  who was killed 
in action at the Aisne in 1914.  

Perhaps the most noted Scotland player of 
all to fall in the Great War was David      
Bedell-Sivright who was known as the 
toughest Test forward of his generation. 
As well as getting 22 caps for Scotland he 
captained the British Lions in Australia in 
1904. Although no serving Scotland        
international won a VC, one Scottish rugby 
player certainly did. James Turnbull who 
played for Cartha Queens Park  Club in 
Glasgow, was one of the celebrated nine 
VCs awarded on the first day of the battle 
of the Somme.  

Above: Men of the 9th Battalion, 
Highland Light Infantry (the      
Glasgow Highlanders), playing   
rugby at Ghyvelde, France,  1917.  

Credit:  Imperial War Museum 



                                                                    

Rugby: Glasgow Academicals  

 

Just a week after war was declared the 
Scottish Football Union (as the Scottish 
Rugby Union was then) donated £500 to 
the National Relief Fund, offered                
grounds to the military and urged its club 
members to join the war effort using the 
“training in discipline and self control    
given by the game.” 

On 28th March 1914 the Glasgow Accies 
rugby team left Hamilton Crescent having 
once again beaten local rivals West, by 27 
pts to 9 on that occasion and so brought 
the curtain down on another successful 
season.  

The celebrations would have then       
commenced much as it always did as     
Academicals were a good team – played 
26, won 22, lost 3 with 1 drawn. With 500 
points scored by them and only 76       
conceded, there wouldn’t have been 
many sides in the country who’d have 
been better. 

Tommy Stout 

Image: Hugh Barrow 

Tommy was a very talented player who played in the Glasgow Accies team that won the 
Scottish Club Championship in 1912-13. He played his last match for Glasgow Accies on 
the 28th March 1914. 

He was killed at Galipoli and is commemorated on the panels of The Helles Memorial in      
Turkey, one of 21,000 men who are recorded there.  

Above: Glasgow Academicals and after 
they signed up for The Cameronians 
1914.  

Eight of the Academicals were killed at 
Galipoli and six were injured.  

Image credit: Glasgow Academicals 



                                                                    

Rugby: Glasgow Academicals and Gallipoli 

 

Above: Glasgow Academicals and after 
they signed up for The Cameronians 
1914.  

Eight of the Academicals were killed at 
Galipoli and six were injured.  

Image credit: Glasgow Academicals 

The Gallipoli campaign had a massive 
affect on the Academicals, particularly 
those serving with the 156th Brigade, 
7/8th Scottish Rifles.  Many of the     
Accies signed up together after the 
1913/14 season ended. 

The most concentrated loss of life for 
Glasgow Accies was  not on the      
western front but at Gallipoli. A year 
before the Somme on the 28th June 
1915 an action took place known as 
Gully Ravine. On that day eight Accies 
fell fighting with The Cameronians as 
they faced the Turks. They are           
photographed here (right).  

The 156th lacked artillery support and 
were inexperienced. They were          
ordered to press the attack despite 
making no progress. And were        
massacred by Ottoman machine guns 
and bayonet attacks.  By the time the 
attack was halted the 156th had        
endured 1,400 casualties of which 800 
had died. Including many Accies men.  

When the Accies team played their     
final match on 28th March 1914 they 
little knew that within a year only one 
of them would remain unscathed. They 
had played together, signed on           
together and died together.  

Right: Helles Memorial, Turkey commemorating the 
20,885 who died there. 



                                                                    

Shinty 

Nobody realised at the time that it 
would turn out to be the last             
competitive match Kingussie would play 
for many years and many of the players 
would never play shinty again.  
 
By the end of the war in 1918 six of the 
Kingussie players would be dead, two 
had been shot and wounded and one 
had been badly gassed. In all, the town 
of Kingussie had lost 60 men. Kyles lost 
three players from the final to the     
conflict. 

Shinty was also played at Ibrox and 
Hampden in the early years of the 
century but the game, in common 
with other sports, was halted for 
four years. The post-War years    
reflect the loss of a whole sporting 
generation and it took a number of 
years for the game to find its feet 
in the city again 

Above: Camanachd Cup Final, 1914 

Credit: Kingussie Camanachd  

Above: A rare photo of the          
Camanachd Cup Final at Possil 
Park, Glasgow, 1914.  

Image credit Kingussie Club. 

On the 4th of August, 1914, exactly four 
months after this picture was taken of 
the Kingussie shinty team before the             
Camanachd Cup Final at Possil Park in 
Glasgow, Britain had declared war on 
Germany. 

“A significant number living 
and playing in the city lost 
their lives in the War…” 

The pre-War years had seen shinty       
become firmly  established in     
Glasgow,  enabling people from the 
Highlands and Islands in particular 
to maintain their sporting             
traditions.   



 Golf 

Cathkin Braes Golf Course 
 
Both World Wars affected the Club     
severely. By 1914 all play was          
suspended, membership was         
dwindling and finances were tight.   
Before the end of the conflict the 
Laird halved the rent to help ensure 
the Club could continue but by 1919 it 
was able to pay its way again. 

Many of the fairways were lost during 
the world wars, when bunkers and tees 
were disappeared under military       
defences such as pillboxes and      
trenches.  
 
Others were turned over and used as 
allotments to grow food for the war 
effort. Some sites were maintained by 
armed    forces personnel in war-time, 
but fell out of use after the end of the 
conflicts. Hundreds of other courses 
vanished in peace time when they 
were converted into farmland, or were 
abandoned because of their remote   
locations. 

Drumchapel Golf Course 

A 9-hole golf course and tennis courts 
were built on the Cowdenhill Estate in 
Drumchapel in 1906 as a way to attract 
more people and investment into the     
area. It functioned until 1917 when the 
Board of Agriculture for Scotland         
announced that the ten acres of ground 
occupied by the course should be taken 
over under the Defence of the Realm 
Order.  

The board were of the opinion that the 
land should be ploughed and used to 
grow crops. The golf club was liquidated 
and the land was sold. 

War memorial at Cathkin Braes 

Map of Drumchapel Golf Course, 
1914 



 Cricket 

       Cricket and army training! 

 

British and Empire soldiers were     
instructed to throw the Mills bomb, 
a hand-held fragmentation           
grenade using a technique similar 
to that of bowling a cricket ball.  

Training classes were given on how 
to best do this. The No.15 Ball       
grenade was referred to as the 
'cricket ball' grenade.  

The war had a negative effect on widely 
played sports such as rugby, cricket and 
golf. First class cricket was entirely    
abandoned (in most countries that 
played first class cricket) for the whole 
of the war and at least 210 first class 
cricketers including 7 from Scotland 
fought in the war.  

Of these 34 gave their lives. Scottish 
cricket never really recovered from the 
war hiatus and returned only in a       
limited way as the popularity of football 
and  rugby increased.  

 

 

During the war, cricket in Glasgow and 
across the country didn’t stop          
completely but play was limited to 
friendly matches often to raise funds 
for the war effort, such as refugee char-
ity matches.  

Big clubs like Poloc (Pollok), West of 
Scotland and Vale of Leven gave up 
their grounds for recruitment and 
played numerous matches throughout 
the war. These are recorded in the Daily 
Record at the time showing charity 
matches between Poloc and an Ayr XI 
and West of Scotland v Vale of Leven 
with the ‘drawings being presented to 
the Glasgow Soldiers’ and Sailors’        
Association.’   

Poloc Cricket XI, 1913 

Image credit: Poloc Cricket Club 

Artist: Geoffrey Stobie, 1918 

Cricket in Glasgow 



                                                                    

Sporting Heroes : Football 

Willie Angus was 23 when legendary manager 
Willie Maley signed him for Celtic Football Club 
in 1911. The promising midfielder, who had 
been born in Armadale in West Lothian and 
moved to  Carluke in Lanarkshire, played at right 
half and was loaned out to Vale of Leven in      
order to gain some experience in senior football. 
Willie’s spell with the Vale finished in April 1912 
and he came back to Glasgow to play for Celtic 

 

In June 1915, at a location near Givenchy La    
Bassé, Lance Corporal William Angus won the 
Victoria Cross for bravery and valor in rescuing 
Lieutenant James Martin who had fallen    
wounded a few feet from the German line.  

Angus was wounded 40 times in the process and 
lost his left eye but succeeded against all the 
odds in getting Martin back to safety.  

Both men returned home to Carluke to receive a 
hero’s welcome. Lt Col Gemmill, Angus’s       
commanding officer at Givenchy described his 
deed as the bravest deed done in the history of 
the British army.  

"The bravest deed done in the      

history of the British Army"  

Willie Angus VC 

Willie Angus flanked by Willie 
Maley and James Kelly is given a 
rousing reception by the         
Celtic crowd, Glasgow Cup tie, 
1915.  

Credit: Celtic  Wiki 



                                                                    

Sporting Heroes : Rugby 

James Turnbull VC 

James Youll Turnbull VC (24 December 1883 – 1 July 
1916) was a Scottish recipient of the Victoria Cross, 
the highest and most prestigious award 
for gallantry in the face of the enemy that can be 
awarded to British and Commonwealth forces. 

Before World War I, he played rugby for Cartha 
Queens Park RFC and was a member of the 3rd    
Battalion of the Lanarkshire Rifle Volunteers. 

He was a sergeant in the 17th Battalion (Glasgow    
Commercials), The Highland Light Infantry, during 
the Battle of the Somme in First World War.  

On 1 July 1916, Turnbull was awarded the VC for his   
actions at Leipzig Salient, Authuille,France, where        
Turnbull's party captured a post of apparent             
importance, and defended it "almost single-
handedly”.  

Later in the day he was killed while engaged in a 
bombing counter-attack. He was 32 years old. 

 “Almost, single-handed, he maintained his 
position, and displayed the highest degree 
of valour and skill.” 

The London Gazette, 24 November 1916. 

Above: “How Turnbull won 
the VC”, by popular war       
illustrator, Alfred Pearse.  

Credit: Hutcheson & Co (Publishers) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Authuille


                                                                    

Sporting Heroes: The Tulls 

Two brothers who rose above adversity 
to academic and sporting achievement 
are inspiring in their own right. That they 
were black only adds to what they did at 
a time when racial minorities had to fight 
hard for opportunities among the white 
population. Walter Tull was the army's 
first black officer, and signed as Glasgow 
Rangers' first black player. His brother  
Edward was Britain's first professionally 
registered black dentist.  

Walter established himself as a footballer of some note. 
He played for Tottenham Hotspur and, at the outbreak of 
war, joined the 17th (Footballers') Battalion of The       
Middlesex Regiment. Walter Tull was recommended for 
an officer's commission in 1917. Unfortunately he was 
killed in action in 1918 leading a charge on the front. 

Edward played golf at Turnberry in Ayrshire, where his 
partner was James Bowie, a Glasgow Rangers player and 
later chairman. He survived the war and returned to   
Glasgow where he practised Dentistry and became a 
championship golfer.  

Imaage Credits: Collection of Phil Vasili, courtesy of the Finlayson Family Archive.  

Walter Tull 

Edward Tull 

Left: Members of the 17th, or Football 
Battalion, The Middlesex Regiment, which 
Walter Tull joined. The unit contained 
many professional players, seen here   
training at White City, in Fulham, early in 
1915. Credit: The War Illustrated. 



                                                                    

Women, Sport and the Great War 

Munitionettes Due to the huge demand for men to 
serve with the armed forces. Britain’s 
male workforce was significantly           
depleted.    

Women were therefore encouraged to 
take on what had previously been male 
dominated jobs. Almost one million 
women became employed in the highly 
dangerous munitions industry in           
factories across the UK.  

These women became known as           
Munitionettes, and they risked their lives 
in the manufacturing of shells and weap-
ons in order to support the war effort.  

Women found the opportunity of       
working in male dominated environ-
ments to be liberating and empowering. 
This sense of empowerment extended 
out from the work place and into other 
areas of life including recreation.  

 Credit: Stuart Gibbs  Munitionette Oil on      
canvas. 

This painting depicts a women    
footballer from one of the         
local Beardmore munitions          
factories in Glasgow. The first female employees at             

Cardonald National Projectile Factory 
were five forewomen and twenty girls 
appointed in June 1916. There had 
been concerns that the women could 
not cope with the heavy work involved, 
but these fears proved groundless. The 
women also became involved in 
the social activities encouraged by     
factory management, which included a 
women's football team. Girls' Football Team at Cardonald          

National Projectile Factory, 1916. 
Image credit: Glasgow Museums 



                                                                    

Sport on the frontline 

This spent German shell casing was 
used as the trophy for an inter         
company football competition by the 
2nd Battalion Gordon Highlanders. The 
inscription on the trophy suggests that 
it was put forward for competitions in 
1915 through to 1917. 

Image credit: The Gordon Highlanders Museum 

During the Christmas Truce of 1914     
football is reported to have been played 
between soldiers from the German and 
British forces.  

Sports and games were important to 
those who served during the First 
World War. Both when officially         
organised and on a more ad hoc basis. 
Sports kept soldiers fit and provided a 
welcome distraction from what was   
going on around them. One of the 
most popular sports was football, as it 
was easy to set up and the rules were 
straightforward.  

Boxing was common, both on the 
frontline and with men stationed at 
barracks waiting to be shipped. Long 
days and often savage conditions 
(home and abroad) meant that popular 
sports such as football, boxing, rugby 
and cricket were commonplace.  

Women’s Auxiliary playing cricket at the 
front. Leisure pursuits were essential to 
maintain fitness and morale. 



  Glasgow, then and now 

Glasgow’s sporting heritage from 
the time of the Great War is really 
a story of tragedy, sacrifice and 
courage.  

Over 200,000 Glasgow men joined 
the armed forces between 1914 
and 1918, either as volunteers, or, 
from January 1916, as conscripts. 
Of those, 18,000 lost their lives 
and 34,500 were injured, many   
seriously. 

They came from every sport –   
football, shinty, rugby, cricket, golf, 
athletics and more.  

They went from the playing fields of 
Glasgow to the battlefields of World 
War One, many never to return. 
They came from every sport. From 
great rugby sides such as Glasgow 
Academicals, from Celtic and      
Rangers and from great Shinty clubs 
such as Kingussie.  

They fought and died alongside      
ordinary enlisted men on the front-
lines of France and Belgium and 
sport in Scotland and in Glasgow 
would be  changed forever. 

A hundred years ago, on the eve of the Great 
War, Glasgow prided itself on being the        
second city of the Empire, yielding primacy 
only to London.  In 2014, Glasgow hosted      
arguably the most successful Commonwealth 
Games in the history of the competition.  

The athletes,  spectators and the volunteers 
came together to make a games that will long 
be remembered for their sense of unity and 
fairness. These were the friendly games       
hosted by a city whose people refuse to give 
up and over the past century have survived     
deprivation, war and economic decline to    
become a city of culture and a centre for 
sporting excellence hosting international   
tournaments, European finals and producing 
world class sportsmen and women.  

It is only right that we stop and reflect on this 
legacy in these the centenary years of the 
Great War and remember those that fought 
and lost their lives from every walk of life,    
including the often forgotten sporting world. 
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      Organisations and websites 

 

     Glasgow Life 

The Scottish Football Museum 

The Gordon Highlanders Museum 

Glasgow Museums 

The Royal Highland Fusiliers Museum 

The Glasgow Story 

The Mitchell Library – newspapers, Daily Record 1914-18 and 
Glasgow Herald 1914-1918 

Celtic Football Club  

Rangers Football Club 

Partick Thistle Football Club 

The Peoples Palace, Glasgow 

Glasgow Academicals 

Poloc Cricket Club 

West of Scotland Cricket Club 

      The Glasgow Story 

      www.firstworldwarglasgow.co.uk  


