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 31 July 2021  

Dear Member, 
JULY UPDATE 

 
I hope all members have been enjoying the recent spell of excellent weather.  It has been 
nice to see a large number of fixtures taking place over the last few weeks and to see both 
the 1st XI and 2nd XI recording league wins.  As I write this today, we have just entered 
the second half of the season with derby matches against Clydesdale.  The 1st XI had a 
chance at Shawholm, with Clydesdale on 51 for 5 needing 131 to win but it was not to be.  
At Titwood, the 2nd XI scored over 200 but it wasn’t to be enough as an unbeaten 
Titwood side maintained their 100% league record. 
 

I was pleased to note that former player, Gareth Kirkwood (pictured 
left), was awarded an OBE in the Queen’s Birthday Honours list 
announced in June.  Though currently living in England, Gareth still 
continues to be a member of Poloc and received his OBE for his 
work as Managing Director of Roadside for the AA during the 
coronavirus pandemic.  Congratulations to Gareth from all at 
Shawholm. 

 
It has also been really pleasing to see the new 
signage erected in the car par park which 
welcomes members and visitors to Shawholm. 
 
CRICKET 
 
In the league the 1st XI have had some close 
games but, to date, have only recorded one 
victory against Greenock.  With seven league 
matches remaining, the team will be looking to 
generate some victories in the remaining fixtures 
to retain their Premier Division status.  What has 
been very pleasing is to see a large number of 
young players who have come through the junior 
ranks at Poloc, progressing to the 1st XI and 
making valuable contributions. 
 
The 2nd XI have fared a little better with good wins against St Ninian’s, Langloan and 
Albert Park in recent weeks. 
 



 
 
 
 

Junior Cricket remains strong under the convenorship of Grant Cathcart, and Coaches 
Keith Sheridan and Keith Young, and the Under 12s have continued to record a number of 
good wins. 
 

 
 

Poloc Under 12s versus Prestwick Under 12s 
 
CLUB OPEN DAY SUCCESS 
 
It was great to see so many people attending the Open Day in June organised by House 
Convenor, Stuart Irons, to mark the official reopening of the clubhouse, and the new gym 
facility. 
 
On a glorious Saturday afternoon, with the 1st XI taking on West of Scotland a really 
healthy number of people enjoyed food and drink, and a bouncy castle for the young 
ones, all in line with Government COVID-19 guidance. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

CLUBHOUSE WORKS   
 

 

The works in the clubhouse 
have continued with the 
completion of the reframing of 
photographs, and installation 
of a new TV in the main bar 
area, and the commencement 
of redecoration and 
refurbishment of the Away 
Team dressing room.  

GROUNDWORKS 
 
Shawholm has been a picture in recent weeks, and we continue to be grateful to Adam 
Richardson, and his team at Grounds Maintenance, Glasgow, for their work on the 
ground.   
 

 
 
Congratulations, also, to Adam, and wife Michelle, on the birth of their baby Hugh, and to 
grandma Donna. 
 

  



 
 
 
 

THE HUNDRED 
 
Members and supporters might have seen Abtaha Maqsood 
playing for the Birmingham Phoenix franchise in The Hundred 
tournament that is currently underway in England and Wales.  
Abtaha, a Scotland Womens international, started her 
cricketing journey at Shawholm, playing in our junior teams, as 
her brothers Mohsi and Moiz did, and her sister Muntaha is 
one of our current Under 12 group.  Everyone has been 
watching Abtaha’s performances with pride!   
 

The club was even mentioned in a BBC Sport website 
interview with Abtaha chronicling her cricketing journey 
(https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/av/cricket/57873626). 
 
 
 

 
If you haven’t been down to Shawholm already this season then make sure you get down 
over the next few weeks to support the teams. 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Kenneth J A Robertson 
President 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/av/cricket/57873626

