
Secretary's report 
 
Membership 
 
Membership in 2020 stood at 101, a decrease of five on 2019.  As with many other facets of the 
year, membership numbers and payment of subscriptions were adversely affected by the COVID-
19 pandemic.  The club is hugely grateful to those members – in all categories of membership – 
who continued to support it through continued membership and keeping up with membership 
subscription payment.  In 2020 more so than in any recent previous year this support was essential 
to the club’s well-being, the pandemic and associated restrictions imposed by Government 
representing an existential threat to all community amateur sports clubs.  It is, by the same 
measure, disappointing that some playing members decided either not to rejoin, or to not pay all, 
or most of, their subscriptions.   
 
Payment of subscriptions monthly, by bank standing order, by PayPal, or by credit or debit card, 
affords all of us the opportunity to support the club in as easy, and cash flow-effective, way as 
possible, with subscription levels being retained at the previous year’s levels, and continuing to be 
competitive when compared with other clubs, or other sports and/or fitness membership 
organisations.   
 
Club developments 
 
Though 2020 saw many restrictions, the club was able to carry out a lot of work in-and-around the 
ground, and thanks are due to grounds contractor Adam Richardson, and his team, for their hard 
work in this regard. 
 

 
 
Assisted by insurance recovery funds, the club’s main water tanks were also replaced during the 
year, with associated other plumbing and heating improvements including the replacement of the 
boiler.  More of the improvements are also referred to in other Convenors’ reports.  



Grounds contractor 
 
The club took the decision to engage a full-time grounds contractor, Adam Richardson, in 2020.  
Adam had previously been groundsman at the club, and so knows “Shawholm” well.  His ground 
report reflects much of the good work he and his team have done during the year.  Adam’s 
services have been retained over the winter, and this investment has seen the revitalisation of 
Winter Golf at the club, “Wee Poloc” being presented in superb condition for the start of golf in late 
Autumn. 
 
Takeaway drinks and snacks 
 
As COVID-19-related restrictions were re-imposed, and tightened, towards the end of the year, 
and in conjunction with Winter Golf being available to Temporary Members on a daily basis, a new 
hot drinks and snacks takeaway service was started, takeaways being served from what many 
members will think of as the “Junior Pavilion”.  Run by Donna Richardson, the so-called 
“Shawholm Shack” has proved both popular with park visitors – including members both current 
and former – and has provided much-needed income to the club given the continued enforced 
closure of the clubhouse.   
 

 
 
  



BodyFit 
 
The partnership with BodyFit continued in 2020, and continues to be mutually beneficial.   
 

       
 
The fitness section’s leaders, members Stuart Irons and Adam O’Donnell, are also, with Adam 
Richardson, well kent faces at the club, being there on a daily basis, year-round.  In addition Stuart 
serves as House Convenor.  
 
In memoriam 
 
I have the sad duty of recording three deaths associated with Poloc CC since the last AGM in 
January 2020. 
  
• Raoul Gilbert, former member and player who passed away, aged 86, in February, in Mallorca. 
• Wilma Duncanson, wife of former President, and Honorary Member, Jimmy Duncanson, and 

mother of Sandy and Susan, who passed away after a short illness in November 2020. 
• Leslie Ingram-Brown, a stalwart of, and most commonly associated with, near neighbours 

Clydesdale Cricket Club, Leslie was served as Ground Convenor at “Shawholm” in 2012 and 
2013. 

   
  
Keith G Young 
Secretary 
January 2021 
 
 



Cricket report 
 
2020, the year of uncertainty and no cricket, unless you’re an international cricketer!  We’ve 
all felt the aches and pains of the pandemic, along with having to endure a tough 
“”lockdown” period. 
 
What made it worse, was that the weather seemed to be amazing!  Many would say, 
“cricketing weather”!  Win the toss and bat first were my thoughts every time I woke up and 
looked outside to be greeted with wonderful sunshine. 
 
The big thing about the sport we love to play is that we only get the chance to play it during 
the summer and unfortunately that was taken away from us.  With no cricket being played 
until August, our main goal as a club was to ensure the survival throughout the pandemic. 
So to that, I thank the General Committee for their hard work in the background and to the 
players/members who continued to pay their membership subscriptions to ensure the 
survival of our club. 
 
The early part of the calendar year saw the club 
again in Cricket Scotland Tapeball League 
action.  An indoor league that runs over the 
winter months, the Poloc Pythons team that 
competed, made it through the group stages 
before being eliminated in the quarter-final. 
 
Our winter programme continued into 2020 with 
our players being able to train every Sunday, 
along with Tuesday sessions being added in 
February, up until April where we would moved 
outdoors.  
 
These sessions were mostly well attended and 
training done in a competitive nature.  
 
Unfortunately, with the rapid spread of COVID-19 in March, the General Committee made 
the decision to postpone any further indoor training sessions on the 8th of March.  We had to 
ensure the safety of our players whilst facing the unknown of what could happen.   
 

As Keith Young would say, “Play yourself in, give yourself 
time, and then accelerate”.  Been hearing that since I 
was 12!  However, unfortunately, we weren’t able to 
accelerate in this long innings of ours as we went into a 
nationwide “Lockdown” on March the 20th. 
 
Following on from positive guidance from the Scottish 
Government, sportscotland and Cricket Scotland, we 
were able to resume “COVID-19-safe” training in June.  
We had measures put in place in the form of signage, 
batsmen/bowler zones and changing zones. Adhering to 
the guidelines, we had a sanitisation section which the 
players were to use following the end of their session.  

 



    
 
My thanks again to the Committee for their hard work in helping arrange this along with the 
players in following/adhering to the strict guidelines. From our last session on the 8th of 
March, the wait was over, training resumed on the 30th of June. We ran two sessions-a-
week which were very well attended and allowed players to train at a good level.   
 
We were also able to move from the “net-bay” area 
on to the middle-wicket which has been a feature of 
ours over the years thanks to outstanding work by 
returning ground contractor Adam Richardson. 
Extensive thanks are due to Grant Cathcart for his 
invaluable help in monitoring these sessions, which 
would not have been possible without his support.  
 
With guidance being constantly reviewed, and 
regularly changed, we were finally given the green 
light to play matches.  Due to the time of the year, 
and continuing restrictions, playing T20 cricket only 
was the option.  We had fixtures agreed for six 
weeks of cricket, but were only to play two games as 
the earlier great weather gave way to a wet Autumn. 
As some would say, #ScottishSummer… 

 
There were also a number of Development XI matches 
organised with near-neighbours Clydesdale CC, however, as 
with the scheduled senior matches, most were cancelled 
because of the weather.   
 
So we then came to the end of a season that never really 
started!  We were very lucky to be able to play any type of 
cricket given the restrictions and state of affairs, which are 
more than understandable, and noting that many other clubs 
managed no cricket activity at all.  Our main focus is the safety 
and wellbeing of both our club and our players.   
 

A large part of us being able to partake in any cricketing activities was down to ground 
contractor Adam Richardson, who returned to Poloc this year.  Anybody passing by can see 
the difference he has made to “Shawholm”.  A breath of fresh air and keeping “Shawholm” 
as picturesque as always.  So a massive thanks to Adam, his team and Keith Young for their 
hard-work in allowing us to do what we all love doing: “play” cricket.  
 



Whilst there wasn’t much to report on from on the field, there were still a few achievements 
which I will detail below: 
 
• Kess Sajjad (pictured) represented Scotland 

in the ICC U19 World Cup in South Africa. 
• Kess Sajjad representing Scotland 

Performance Academy against Scotland A in 
three fixtures. 

• Hasan Malik and James Cathcart selected for 
the Western Warriors Under16 squad. 

• Amaan Ramzan winning the NCL Premier 
League representing “London Tigers”. 

• Muhammad Azeem Dar being selected for the 
2020-21 Balochistan Association Squad. 

• “Shawholm” hosting two inter-regional 
Women’s Under 18 fixtures. 

• Elliott Moffat making his senior cricket debut 
and taking his first senior wicket. 

 
Numerous achievements/highlights to be proud of for the players mentioned.  
 

 
 

“Shawholm”, venue for West Women Under 18 versus East Women Under 18, 29 August 2020 
 
As the Autumn continued the club also hosted Pollok FC’s pre-season training at 
“Shawholm”. 
 
Whilst on paper, there didn’t seem to be much activity, I think we can all agree that we were 
very lucky to participate in any cricketing activities at all in 2020. I was optimistic about the 
future and what 2021 could bring, however as the New Year started we were all greeted with 
a new “lockdown”.  I hope everyone stays safe and well. To those “Key Workers” out there, I 
cannot express my thanks and gratitude enough for what you are doing to keep our nation 
running. Everyone at Poloc Cricket Club thanks you. 
 
 
Roshan A Sajjad 
Head of Senior Cricket, and Cricket Secretary 
January 2021 



Junior Convenor's report 
 
Season 2019 may have been dreich and, as noted last year, possibly the dreichest the club has 
ever witnessed. However, I would have taken the offer of another dreich season on the 22nd of 
March 2020, the day before national lockdown was enforced due to the COVID-19 global 
pandemic.  The lockdown topped the 2019 weather disruptions spectacularly.  Not even during the 
two Great Wars has cricket for all age levels been so badly interrupted.  So bad indeed, as to 
render the entire season for our juniors null and void.  This meant not only were all matches 
cancelled, we were not even allowed to undertake training during the national lockdown thanks to 
the global pandemic of COVID-19. 
 
I am sure other Convenors will touch upon the economic impact of the lockdown on the club but 
from a strictly junior playing perspective, it has the potential to be devastating on future numbers of 
participants.  It is easy for children to stop attending if this is enforced, necessarily, by Government; 
it is a very hard to regenerate interest once restrictions are lifted as often, by then, children have 
found alternative ways to entertain themselves.  Only time will tell what the longer-term impact may 
or may not be for the Poloc CC Junior Section and cricket in Scotland in general. 
 
That notwithstanding, having been locked down since the 23rd of March 2020, when restrictions 
were relaxed, we emerged, blinking, into the near autumnal light for our opening Under 12 training 
sessions of the year on the unbelievable date of Thursday the 3rd of September!  
 
Thereafter followed another three sessions for our youngest age group.  Ably supported by Keith 
Young and Grant Cathcart (with thanks) we ran these sessions for the kids.  Pleasingly, numbers 
attending averaged out around the round dozen each week and this was most encouraging being – 
pretty much – the normal number attending such sessions. COVID-19 protocols were adhered to 
and I am happy to report the kids all had a tremendous time being able to run around freely on the 
lush, open expanses of “Shawholm”. Only the nights drawing in and the falling temperatures 
stopped the sessions rolling on into October.  
 

 
 

Under 11 inter-club Kwik Cricket against Ferguslie CC, February 2020 
 
It is hoped, come 2021, there may be an opportunity to resurrect some indoor training, and 
possibly indoor inter-club cricket as was possible until the March “lockdown” – COVID-19 
restrictions allowing – and, then, by the Spring of 2021 an actual cricket season can be enjoyed by 
our youngest cricketers. 
 

 
 

Under 12 indoor training and coaching, February 2020 



 
The club’s older juniors – the Under 16 group – were able to engage in some COVID-19-compliant 
training too, and this was able to start earlier in the summer, as part of the senior Cricket Section’s 
activities.  Comment on this, and the couple of inter-club matches the Under 16s managed to 
arrange, is included in the Cricket Section report. 
 
In ending this report, it is, I think, worth reiterating the challenges facing the club's junior section 
which will not have “gone away” during the lost 2020 season.  These include finding sufficient 
volunteers to allow it to be sustained and, hopefully, grow and develop, as well as seeking 
excellence in the organisation and delivery of its activities.  To this end the club is grateful to those 
who routinely assist with junior activities. To continue to see the section grow and develop however 
will require still more people to come forward and be willing to help out, both on the coaching and 
matchday management side, as well as the administrative and organisational side.  Repeating 
what was said last year, and in years before that, it is appreciated that the "hoops" that are 
required to be gone through to get involved are many – from PVG Scheme membership and other 
disclosure checks, through coach education programmes, to the ability to commit to the necessary 
time, however without a bigger volunteer base the scale of the club's junior programme – both in-
season and out-of-season – will quickly become unsustainable.  Thank you, therefore, to those 
who are already helping in this really important area of our club's life. 
 
A final word of thanks – as always – to our grounds contractor, Adam Richardson, whose efforts 
were tireless in keeping the grounds in top notch condition despite the lack of cricket.  Adam 
continued to present "Shawholm" in magnificent condition despite the many challenges and 
restrictions thrown at him. 
 
 
Keith LP Sheridan 
Junior Convenor 
January 2021 



House Convenor's report 
 
Boiler 
 
This year has seen the clubhouse have some much needed work done to it; at 
the beginning of year the boiler broke down and was replaced with a new boiler 
(pictured right) in March.  
 
Water damage, and repair 
 
At the start of April we had a water tank flood (pictured below) which badly 
damaged the area of the cricket dressing rooms doors and roof, and the corridor from the bar area. 
This was renovated and replaced in the summer 
 

 
 

Water damage, March 2020 
 



 
 

Reinstated corridor, and dressing rooms, June 2020 
 
COVID-19 
 
The clubhouse (pictured left) is COVID-
19-secure with all appropriate signage, 
and a deep clean is carried out once per 
month. 
 
Miscellaneous matters 
 
All fire alarm, fire extinguisher, pest 
control, and safety checks are up to date. 
During the year we changed telephone 
provider, and now need to review the 
club's electricity use, and tariff, as soon as 
possible. 
 

 
 
Stuart Irons 
House Convenor 
January 2021 
 



Refreshments Convenor's Report 
 
As with most other aspects of the life of the club, the normal working of the bar, provision of match-
day teas, and hosting of members’ evening functions all ceased due to COVID-19 restrictions.  
 
Consequently, the bar has not made any money for the club this year.  If anything, some 
perishable stock will see a loss in the form of items purchased for Autumn and Winter functions. 
The bar does at least remain in a fit state to pick up again when normal functioning can resume. 
 

 
 
The vending machine contract continues to run down, and will not be renewed once terminated. 
. 
The club retains its membership at United Cash and Carry in Pollokshields. 
 
 
Grant Cathcart 
Refreshment Convenor 
January 2021 



Grounds Convenor's report 
 
Cricket square 
 
The square was scarified little and often as the end of 2020 season approached. This was carried 
out instead of the annual heavy one-off scarification as the square had seen hardly any action over 
the Summer, and as a cost-saving exercise by not having to reseed the entire area afterwards.  An 
Autumn fertiliser, high in iron, was used to help combat any areas of moss and help strengthen the 
grass for its Winter dormant period.  Glasgow City Council kindly solid-tined the square at a depth 
of 2.5 inches which will help tackle any thatch build up, and standing water over the Winter. Wicket 
number three was the only strip to see any action, and the seven bags of loam we had in store 
were used on this strip, along with seed.  Serious damage to the wickets continues from dog 
walkers, as usual, and I have alerted Paul Brannen of the Estate Management to our need to 
control the public from entering our grounds unchecked. 
 

 
 

Refurbished “Water Hogs”, and a new combi-rake – both investments made in 2020 
 
Winter Golf section 
 
Golf has returned to “Wee Poloc” with a purposely slow and steady, but promising start.  
Unfortunately, the greens are not in great shape, this is mostly due to drainage and compaction 
issues within the grounds.  Green number five, being that it is downhill, is by far the worst affected 
by compaction, and water table, issues. This can be managed better by slightly raising the green, 
and introducing a sand and gravel base along with spiking the outfield regularly and either 
installing artificial or temporary drainage solutions.  All of the greens suffer badly from worm 
castings, unfortunately by law we are no longer permitted to kill worms with pesticides, and can 
only try and discourage them by adding sand to the greens which makes the soil unpleasant to 
burrow into, and by making the soil slightly more acidic which again worms are not fond of - this is 
achieved by adding iron to the greens regularly.   
 

 
 

The new fifth tee (left), second green (centre), and fifth green (right) 
 
Tall the greens were spiked to a depth of 3 inches and then two-thirds of a tonne of silica sand was 
spread over each to help with the drainage, and to control thatch build-up.  



Greens number six, three and one suffer badly from foot traffic from dog walkers and cyclists 
alongwith tee box number two, and the surrounding area. Paul Brannen is aware of this, and is 
sympathetic to this problem. He is putting a case forward for a fence or hedge to the Burrell 
Committee, and will report back with an outcome, hopefully soon. There have been some 
instances of threatening behaviour from the general public when asked to kindly respect our 
grounds alongwith health and safety concerns regarding dog walkers and families walking In front 
of golfers teeing off, or loitering on greens, as the hole is in play, some even refusing to move out 
of the way to allow players to strike their balls.  To cover any instances of liability I have put out 
clear signage that the pedestrians are to stay on the path at both ends of the river walkway.  
 
Outfield 
 
Leaves, leaves, leaves!  Most of October was spent collecting leaves from the grounds.  This is a 
particularly overlooked, but essential task, for grass health (diseases/mould issues), and for 
general aesthetics.  The ground suffers badly from compaction and drainage issues from many 
years of under-maintenance, and only grass-cutting.  Regular spiking and aeration maintenance 
going forward is essential for ensuring the outfield drains the standing water away quickly and 
efficiently, not only for Winter Golf, but cricket during the summer months, especially the bowlers’ 
run-ups at the Burrell End (mole ploughing/tine/sarrel/harrow, etc.).  The drainage ditch running 
through the woods requires digging out and connecting to the burn to help with drainage.  
 

 
 

The club’s four, double-sided mobile sightscreens were refurbished in 2020 
 
Auxiliary areas 
 
The rear carpark is turning into a mud pit with the increased winter traffic and I recommend we top 
up the area with five or six tonnes of type one gravel to fill in the pot holes and make the area less 
unsightly.  This area also doubles as the machinery yard, and there are issues of security and 
safety from general public cutting through the area while machinery or vehicles are being moved.  I 
therefore recommend we limit access to the area to avoid accidents.  The clubhouse benches are 
in need of having their wood replaced again, and the railings are unsightly and probably nearing 
their end of life. 
 

 
 
The Bothy, takeaways and the new Groundsman's Hut 
 
The Bothy (historically, the “Junior Pavilion”) area renovations are very nearly completed; this area 
going forward will serve the Winter Golf section, matchdays, and private hires much better. There 
is now a small kitchenette in what used to be the tuck shop comprising of a kettle, toaster, 
microwave, fridge and a Tassimo coffee machine.  This brings the club up to date with all other 



sports grounds as it not only serves as a place for the ground staff to prepare hot food but it is 
expected that such a place would be on offer to a private hirer.  It is a good selling point, and also 
limits private hires from always needing access to the clubhouse. 
 
A small takeaway shop has been set up in the kitchenette from which Donna Richardson has been 
selling coffees and snacks “to go” to golfers, and general public.  She has previously run cafes, 
and is managing this new venture with ease.  It is proving to be quite popular and is receiving 
positive feedback from patrons.  There are constant requests to sell cakes and other foods.  If we 
can trial this until the end of the Winter Golf season, and then discuss how to develop the idea 
further, I think there is good potential for it.  
 
The former toilets at the rear of the clubhouse will be my main focus over the Winter as I renovate 
and repurpose the area as the new “Groundsman's Hut”.  The idea being that this new area will be 
the "office" where I can dry my gear, and store any documents such as risk assessment/pesticide 
records, etc. ensuring the club is fully compliant with regulations and on a par with all other sports 
grounds. 
 

 
 

Groundsman’s Hut 
 
Flag pole, and base 
 
The flag pole, and its concrete base (pictured below), were fully refurbished during year, a flag 
flying over the ground on regular basis thereafter. 
 

 
 
 
Adam Richardson 
Ground contractor 
January 2021 
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