
Secretary's report 
 
Total membership currently for 2019 stands at 106, an increase of eleven on 2018 figure of 95 
recorded members.  This is the first increase in membership following five consecutive years of 
membership decline since the major drop of 40 from 2015 to 2016. 
 
The breakdown is: 
 
Life    2 (as 2018) 
Full  43  (as 2018) 
Student 17  (up 7 on 2018) 
Junior  38  (up 7 on 2018) 
Restricted   1  (down 3 on 2018) 
Country   4  (as 2018) 
Corporate   1 (as 2018) 
 
Full membership numbers remained static 2019 following a rise of rise of seven in 2018. Junior 
membership increased by seven which pleasingly arrests the slow decline over the last two years. 
Students took a rise of seven which is also pleasing meaning the average age of the overall club is 
lowering. Other categories remain largely static compared to preceding years albeit the restricted 
category dropped three. The corporate membership continues to bring in much needed revenue 
accommodating the CrossFit boot camp utilising the club's facilities but not compromising in any 
way the playing of clicket or use of the bar facilities. 
 
As ever, the key to a more sustainable future is attracting and retaining more Full, Student and 
Junior members. Two of these three categories showed increases in 2019 with the Full category 
remaining static. We must all take responsibility for attracting and retaining new members and 
those who are members, taking a personal responsibility for contributing regularly to the club in 
whatever way is feasible over and above simply practicing and playing. 
 
I have the sad duty of recording three deaths associated with Poloc CC since the last AGM in 
January 2019. 
  
• Eric Shaylor, a long serving former member, particularly associated with tennis at Poloc, 

passed on around the time of the last AGM. He is survived by his wife.  
• Margaret Donaldson, wife of long-standing former member Ernie, sadly passed earlier this 

year. Although not a direct member of the club, it is worth recording given Ernie’s involvement 
over the decades particularly in the Golf Section. 

• John Knox, a third team player from the 1960s and early '70s, also passed away earlier this 
year. Known perhaps only to our most "seasoned" members, John will also be sadly missed by 
those that knew him. 

 
   
Keith LP Sheridan 
Secretary 
November 2019 
 
 



Cricket report 
 
The overriding memory of season 2019 will be that it was very wet, with several matches 
cancelled, abandoned or determined by DLS.  In fact, across all the club's XIs, just under 
43% of all scheduled matches were cancelled.  Lesiba Ngoepe joined Poloc for his first 
season as overseas player/coach and was joined by Abdur-Raoof "Ofie" Howard as 
"Overseas Amateur"; however, both arrived after the season had started, for different 
reasons.  
 
The 1st XI finished the season seventh in the Western Union Premier Division for the second 
season in a row, with a win:loss record of 3:8.  And of the eleven matches that did beat the 
weather two were reduced-overs matches from the start and two more were decided on DLS 
in rain-interrupted matches.  The side did, however, reach the final of the Rowan Cup, 
unfortunately losing to Clydesdale in an exciting finish, and was knocked out of the 
McCulloch Cup in the quarter-final by Uddingston and the Scottish Cup in the first round by 
Arbroath United.  
 
The Shawholm XI also finished seventh in the Western Union Premier Reserve League with 
a win:loss record of 5:8, and failed to get out of the group stage of the Western Cup, 
finishing fourth in their group.   
 
In the Greenwood Cup, the Panthers exited in the second round to Kelburne. 
 
The club again entered two Sunday League XIs and two midweek Evening League XIs. The 
Academy finished second in Division 2 of the Sunday League and bottom in Division 2 of the 
Evening League, whilst the Panthers finished second bottom in Division 1 of the Sunday 
League and top of Division 2 of the Evening League. 
 
Before the start of the season the club again entered the Poloc Pythons (pictured below) into 
the Cricket Scotland indoor Tapeball League. Thanks, in particular, to Irfan Hanif for his 
efforts in organising this team and for his entertaining match reports! 
 

 
 

Poloc Pythons (front) pictured before a Tapeball League match 
 
Also over the winter the club again facilitated near year-round indoor practice with weekly 
two-hour Sunday afternoon sessions between October and April being augmented by 
Tuesday evening sessions from February until the start of the outdoor season. 



 

 
 

Winter indoor practice at Hutchesons' Grammar School 
 
The three senior practices held each week during the season were fairly well attended, in 
comparison to other clubs; however, due to the weather, practice was often cancelled which 
was frustrating and prevented as much meaningful practice as in previous seasons.  
 

 
 

Senior practice 
 
However, as ever, it continues to be encouraging to see our younger players develop their 
skills and begin to become regulars in senior teams. It is good to see these players commit 
to train and utilise our facilities out with the regular practice times – despite the weather! 
 

 
 

"Middle practice" 
  



Beyond club cricket, representative selection was achieved by many players:   
 
• Abtaha Maqsood represented Scotland Women and Scotland Women A, including 

gaining her 50th full senior cap; 
• Zaighum Ahmad, Muhammad Dar, Ahmed-Raza Hanif, Amaan Ramzan, Kess Sajjad 

and Saif Sajjad represented the Western Warriors Development XI; 
• Abdul Malik and Zakir Siddiqui represented the Western Warriors Under 16s; 
• Hassaan Mehmood and Moiz Maqsood represented the Western Warriors Under 14s; 
• Craig Young represented the Western Warriors; and 
• Amaan Ramzan and Kess Sajjad represented Scotland at age-group levels. 
 
Thanks go to the Cricket Committee for their work, as well as to Keith Young for scoring and 
video-recording most games.  Thanks also to everyone involved in catering for home games, 
notably Grant Cathcart and David James, to team Captains for their efforts throughout the 
year, and to Josh Sajjad for his matchday management assistance – much appreciated.   
 

 
 

Poloc versus West of Scotland, McCulloch Cup group stage match 
 
And as with last year, thanks are due to groundsman Scott McCutcheon for his outstanding 
efforts on the ground. 
 
 
Craig A Young 
Club Captain 
November 2019 
 
 



Junior Convenor's report 
 
Season 2019 was dreich!  Maybe the dreichest the club's seen.  This impacted all cricket, not least 
junior cricket.  No fewer than 30 scheduled matches were either cancelled (29) or abandoned (one) 
leaving frustrated young players, team coaches and parents.  This was 50% more than in season 
2018.  The weather also put paid to a number of district and national cup competitions – such as 
the Frank Smith Trophy – being completed.  All very disappointing.  But….. 
 
Despite the weather the junior section of the club remained – and remains – in good health.  Under 
the guidance of Keith Sheridan, and with the help of 2019's overseas players, Lesiba Ngoepe and 
Abdur-Raoof Howard, the number of registered youngsters – both girls and boys – in the youngest 
age-group, the Under 12s, grew encouragingly.  In fact at the time of writing, the club has no fewer 
than 25 registered young players in its Under 12 age-group going in to 2020. 
 

    
 

Under 12 practice 
 
This group participated, before the start of the 2019 outdoor season, in winter indoor coaching and 
practice at Hutchesons' Grammar School Sports Hall.  Then, during the season, the Under 12s 
again played in the Western District Junior Cricket Union's ("WDJCU") Under 12 league, matches 
being eight-a-side hardball games.   
 

 
 

Under 12 league match against Ayr CC at "New Cambusdoon" 
 
In addition to scheduled league matches for Under 12s, played on Mondays, home and away 
"Kwik Cricket" matches against near-neighbours Clydesdale CC were also organised, and proved 
really popular, for Under 10s.   
 

 
 

Under 10 "Kwik Cricket" match against Clydesdale CC 



 
In addition to entering the Under 12 league, the club also entered teams in the winter Under 14 
indoor league, the Under 16 league (another hardball league), as well as local and national cup 
competitions at Under 12, Under 15 and Under 16 (two) age-groups. With there no longer being 
any junior cricket – regionally or nationally – at age-groups above Under 16, an Academy team 
(essentially an Under 19 side) was also entered in to the senior Evening and Sunday leagues runs 
by the Western District Cricket Union, providing additional playing opportunities for the club's 
younger players.  
 
Under 16 coaching and practice, held on Thursdays, was again well-attended, and the input of 
David James to these sessions, along with the club's two overseas players and Keith Young 
should be acknowledged. 
 

    
 

Under 16 practice 
 
The weather, as already noted, put paid to the junior league tables not telling much of a story come 
the season end, however for completeness the Under 16s finished unbeaten in their age-group, 
though did not win the league having not managed to complete as many matches as winners 
Clydesdale CC.  The very young Under 12 side competed in almost every match but would only 
record one victory in their league.  However, and again as already noted, this group – in particular 
its strength in numbers – bodes well for the future.  In fact this youngest age-group continues to 
grow, new players coming along to the winter indoor coaching and practice that started at the 
beginning of November.  Post-season activities for this age-group has also seen participation in the 
winter Cricket Scotland Under 12 "Kwik Cricket" tournaments running since October.   
 

       
 

Under 12 winter practice, November 2019 
 
The Academy side had mixed fortunes in the two senior leagues it participated in.  In the longer 
format 40-overs-a-side Sunday league it finished runner-up, being unbeaten over the course of the 
season but, as with the Under 16s, not managing to play as many matches as the Hillhead CC side 
that topped the table.  By contrast in the T20 Evening league, the side finished bottom of the table, 
this despite competing well in the matches that beat the weather. 
 
Turning to player performances now, and starting with the Academy side: Amaan Ramzan topped 
the run scoring chart, and along with Hasan Malik scored over 100 runs in the badly rain-affected 
match programme.  Whilst with the ball Zakir Siddiqui ended up with the most wickets and best 
bowling average, taking his scalps at a remarkable average of under 4. 
 



Top run-scorer in Under 16 cricket was Zakir Siddiqui, though Abdul Malik finished with the best 
average (26.5).  Nabeel Khan was top wicket-taker, sharing the bowling plaudits with Zakir Siddiqui 
who, as with the Academy team, finished the season with the best bowling average. 
 
Hassaan Mehmood was top of the batting averages in Under 15 matches (the ECB Cup still being 
played at this age-group), and was also top run-scorer.  And with the ball James Cathcart just 
pipped Nabeel Khan to record most wickets and best bowling average.   
 
And, finally, in Under 12 – "pairs" – cricket, Nitin Kathigayan and Adam Ali both scored more than 
50 runs in league cricket, Adam and Max Moffat being top wicket-takers with the ball, and both just 
finishing with one more wicket to their names than Aatish Venkatesan. 
 
Reference again to the Under 12s prompts mention of additional small-group hardball sessions 
organised for the older players in this age-group that saw Lesiba Ngoepe work in a more 
concentrated way with players.  
 

    
 

Under 12 hardball session 
 
Beyond how the club's age-group teams got on in 2019 a number of the club's junior players also 
continued to gain representative team selection, both regionally and nationally.  The Western 
Warriors again competed in inter-regional cricket at Under 14, Under 16 and [what is called] 
Development Squad levels.  The club's juniors gaining regional selection in 2019 were: 
 
Western Warriors Under 14: Hassaan Mehmood and Moiz Maqsood. 
 
Western Warriors Under 16: Abdul Malik and Zakir Siddiqui. 
 
Western Warriors Development XI: Zaighum Ahmad, Muhammad Dar, Ahmed-Raza Hanif, Amaan 
Ramzan, Kess Sajjad and Saif Sajjad. 
 
 

 

Amaan Ramzan represented Scotland at Under 17 level, and 
Kess Sajjad was selected for Scotland Under 19.  
 
Senior international honours were also again gained by Abtaha 
Maqsood who played regularly for Scotland Woman, this in 
addition to playing for Scotland Women A.   
 
In fact 2019 would see Abtaha (pictured left) winning her 50th 
cap. 
 

  
      Abtaha Maqsood (centre) 
 



Away from Shawholm, the club continued to partner with its "sister" Charity, The Community 
Coaching Initiative, to deliver over cricket coaching in local schools, links continuing with The High 
School of Glasgow and Shawlands Academy.  This work was delivered in the main by Lesiba 
Ngoepe and Abdur-Raoof Howard.  These school links also, again, saw the club host home 
matches for Shawlands Academy. 
 
When season 2019 was done-and-dusted, attention, as already alluded to, turned to the winter 
indoor programme, including the Cricket Scotland Under 12 "Kwik Cricket" league and the annual 
WDJCU "Super 8s" Indoor Tournament again scheduled for between Christmas and New Year.  
Weekly indoor practice between November and the end of March facilitates continuity of 
participation in the game for our young players. 
 

    
 

Indoor, winter practice at Hutchesons' Grammar School Sports Hall 
 
In ending this report it, I think, worth reiterating the challenges facing the club's junior section.  
These include finding sufficient volunteers to allow it to be sustained and, hopefully, grow and 
develop, as well as seeking excellence in the organisation and delivery of its activities.  To this end 
the club is grateful to those who routinely assist with junior activities.  Winter 2018-19 saw Josh 
Sajjad go through the Level 2 coaching course which was great, and 2019 saw Imran Ameer 
assisting Keith Sheridan with Under 12 organisation – again really encouraging and much 
appreciated. To continue to see the section grow and develop however will require still more 
people to come forward and be willing to help out, both on the coaching and matchday 
management side, as well as the administrative and organisational side.  Repeating what was said 
last year, it is appreciated that the "hoops" that are required to be gone through to get involved are 
many – from PVG Scheme membership and other disclosure checks, through coach education 
programmes, to the ability to commit to the necessary time, however without a bigger volunteer 
base the scale of the club's junior programme – both in-season and out-of-season – will quickly 
become unsustainable.  Thank you, therefore, to those who are already helping in this really 
important area of our club's life. 
 

 
 

Rowan Cup semi-final versus Ferguslie CC 
 
  



A final word of thanks – as always – to our groundsman, Scott McCutcheon, whose efforts – as I 
always say, and so often unseen – were again tireless in facilitating matches, not least – and 
finishing where I started – given the weather encountered in 2019.  Scott continued to present 
"Shawholm" in magnificent condition despite the many challenges thrown at him. 
 
 
Keith G Young 
Junior Convenor 
November 2019 



House Convenor's report 
 
As in 2018 we continued over the last year to focus on the maintenance of the fabric of the building 
with very limited resources available.  The clubhouse continues to be used for a number of 
meetings and functions by external organisations in addition to the normal club activities. 
 
Clubhouse  

 
• The remainder of the clubhouse was painted at the start of the season with white masonry 

paint and remaining wooden windows also painted.  Thanks due to the large number of 
members who assisted with this at the start of the season in April. 

 

 
 

Exterior paintwork carried out in 2019 
 

 
 
• The flat roof areas of the clubhouse and "Junior pavilion" were painted with solar-reflective 

paint. 
 

 
 

Painted flat roof areas 
 

• We have had ongoing issues with the boiler over the season.  A new burner unit was donated 
by a club member which has improved matters but a full service was required to return the 
boiler to maximum efficiency, and was carried out in November 2019. 
 

• Further works were required in toilet areas to replace plumbing which was causing leaks. 



 
• The water rates matter was partially resolved but it is still ongoing.  I am grateful to Keith Young 

for his continued negotiations with the water company. 
 

• Scottish Power installed a new Smart Meter for the Professional's house but not as yet for the 
clubhouse.   
 

• The refuse collection (with Glasgow City Council) contract has been altered to a season only 
basis (April to October each year) to save money over the winter months.   
 

• Full recycling of dry mixed, plastic glass and general waste was fully introduced this year and 
has been effective.  This saw the replacement of the old "wheelie bins" with much larger and 
more robust collection units. 
 

• The Crossfit group's use of the clubhouse (tennis lounge and ladies changing room during the 
summer, and the whole building winter) has been welcomed and they have improved lighting 
around the all-weather courts and car park areas for the winter months, in addition to installing 
a locking gate at the corner of the courts nearest the clubhouse. 

 
Professional's house 
 
• The house was repainted internally prior to the start of the season and the arrival of the 

Professional and "Overseas Amateur". 
 

       
 

Repainted Professional's house 
 
Future plans/concerns 
 
• The main clubhouse roof continues to have issues and leaks are now more frequent as we 

deal with "nail rot", in particular on the north facing side.  This will need further attention but is a 
costly exercise. 
 

• We need to review the club's electricity use and tariff as soon as possible. 
 
 
Kenneth JA Robertson 
House Convenor 
November 2019 
 



Refreshments Convenor's Report 
 
This was a year of mixed fortunes in terms of refreshment sales via the bar. A decent number of 
functions brought useful income, unfortunately off-set by some long periods of inactivity (and 
therefore, sales) around the clubhouse due to weather related cancellations on match and training 
days.  
 
Match day income proved a mixed bag – some regular visitors with an interest in cricket were the 
mainstay on generally quiet Saturdays, whilst there were one or two decent crowds for evening cup 
matches.  
 
The challenge remains one of how to attract passing trade within the terms of our lease, etc. 
 
Overall, total sales from the bar, of drinks and snacks, was down year-on-year reflecting the low 
numbers of spectators attending matches.  It was £4,061 (2018: £4,653), with an associated gross 
profit of £1,964 (2018: £2,561).   
 
The club's decision not to host Finals Day of the national club T20 competition likely resulted in 
some lost bar revenue, however, and in-the-round, not hosting the event is believed to have saved 
the club money given the assessed net cost of hosting in past seasons. 
 
Some private functions held by new members saw the clubhouse turned into a pop-up restaurant, 
bringing some useful bar income, whilst through members,  groups with long-standing association 
continued to make use of the facilities for social occasions, making a great contribution to funds 
(thank you Kenneth Robertson and his Scouts connections). 
 

 
 

The cluhouse's main seating area set out for the first of two #ClubhouseGlasgow dinner evenings, February 2019 
 
The vending machine contract is running down with a view to removing it at the first opportunity in 
order to save the rental cost.  What had been hoped to be a useful source of additional clubhouse 
income, and allow refreshments and snacks to be bought when the bar was closed, has not seen 
these hopes fulfilled, only £163 being spent on purchases from the machine (2018: £266).   
 
  



In the spring the bar and kitchen were given a deep clean and a selection of mixer glasses for 
short drinks were obtained as the drinks glasses in general were overhauled.  
 

 
 

Pre-season Spring cleaning day 
 
Match-day teas and refreshments remained a thorny issue, in terms of both facilitation (numbers of 
volunteers to assist), and quality and choice of provisions (too many sandwiches). 
 
As ever thanks go to the volunteers who worked in the bar during functions throughout the year 
and to David James for working the bar and facilitating teas on Saturdays.  
 
 
Grant Cathcart 
Refreshment Convenor 
November 2019 



Grounds Convenor's report 
 
This report, as last year, should again start with thanks to the management of Pollok Park, in 
particular, Paul Brannan, the park's Works Convenor, who continues to be, along with his staff, of 
invaluable assistance to the club.  In 2019, both before and after the season, park staff again 
assisted in the following areas: 

 
• outfield grass cutting; 
• heavy machinery use; and 
• solid tine aeration of the square. 
 

     
 

Pre-season outfield cutting and post-season solid tine aeration 
 
The partnership with Crossfit and its personal trainers who, as corporate members, use the club's 
ground – in particular the tennis courts – for "boot camps" continued, use being made of internal 
areas of the clubhouse year-round for one-to-one as well as group training sessions.   
 
But it wasn't just the club's friends on the Pollok Park payroll who helped on the ground, members 
and volunteers continued to play their parts, not least on the pre-season and post-season ground 
clear up days, and helping with "putting the square to bed" in September. 
 

   
 

Pre-season ground clear-up day (below) and post-season work on the square (above) 
 

   
 
2019 was, as the cricket reports will reflect, a year blighted by poor weather, the second half of the 
season, in particular, suffering from very wet weather.  Between the 23rd of July and the end of the 
season only two matches were played at "Shawholm", the ground repeatedly being soaked by 
heavy rain, and badly affected by the River Cart bursting its banks on August the 11th, the first 
time in the memory of the club's longer-standing members that this had happened in the season. 



 
 

Grainy, composite photograph (taken from a video) of the River Cart bursting its banks, 11 August 2019 
 
Turning to more mundane matters: the club's machinery proved robust throughout the year in 
2019, and this – with the assistance of ILH Groundcare – enabled a consistency of work to be 
carried out as the weather permitted. 
 
Help with groundwork was also provided by one of the club's overseas players, "Overseas 
Amateur" Abdur-Raoof Howard, and thanks are due to him in this regard.  Others contributing 
throughout the season included Grant Cathcart and Keith Young, and thanks are due to them.   
 
Notwithstanding the very real challenges posed by the weather in 2019, "Shawholm" was again 
presented in magnificent condition by groundsman Scott McCutcheon, and his work in doing so is, 
again, rightly acknowledged in this report. 
 

 
 

Shawholm: Poloc versus Ferguslie, Rowan Cup semi-final, 27 June 2019 
 



 
 

Shawholm: Poloc versus Clydesdale, Rowan Cup final, 11 July 2019 
 
 
Keith G Young 
Acting Grounds Convenor 
November 2019 
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