
Secretary's report 
 
Total membership currently for 2018 stood at 95, a decrease of eight on 2017 figure 
of 103 recorded members.  This is the fifth consecutive year of membership decline 
albeit not as significant a drop as the reduction of 40 from 2015 to 2016. 
 
The breakdown is: 
 
Life    2 (as 2017) 
Full  43  (down 2 on 2017) 
Student 10  (as 2017) 
Junior  31  (down 5 on 2017) 
Restricted   4  (down 1 on 2017) 
Country   4  (down 1 as 2017) 
Corporate   1 (new category) 
 
Full membership fell by two following last year's rise of seven. Junior membership 
declined by five which remains a concern but is less of a fall than the drop of twelve 
from 2016 to 2017. Other categories remain largely static compared to preceding 
years. The new category of corporate membership brings in much needed revenue 
and was created to accommodate a boot camp utilising the club's facilities but not 
compromising in any way the playing of cricket or use of the bar facilities. 
 
As ever, the key to a more sustainable future is attracting and retaining more Full and 
Junior members. We must all take responsibility for attracting and retaining new 
members and those who are members, taking a personal responsibility for 
contributing to the club in whatever way is feasible over and above simply practicing 
and playing. 
 
I have the sad duty of recording three deaths since the last AGM in March 2018. 
  
• William (Bill) Hunter was a well-known face around the club and held many 

offices including that of President. 
• Gerald Matthews was, like Bill, a well-known face and a great social member, 

extremely keen on the Golf Section. 
• Neil Gunn was a long-standing club member and remembered fondly for his 

particularly unique brand of "mischief". 
 
All three will be sadly missed. 
 
   
Keith LP Sheridan 
Secretary 
November 2018 
 
 



Cricket report 
 
Season 2018 saw Jurie Snyman return for his third season as overseas player/coach and 
was joined by Coenie Nel as “Overseas Amateur”. The 1st XI finished the season seventh in 
the Western Union Premier Division with a win:loss record of 5:8 after finishing sixth in 2017. 
The side performed well in the McCulloch Cup and reached the semi-final; however, the side 
was knocked out of the Rowan Cup in the second round and the Scottish Cup in the first 
round. The Shawholm XI finished fourth in the Western Union Premier Reserve League with 
a win:loss record of 9:6 after finishing fifth in 2017, and also reached the quarter-final of the 
Western Cup. As in previous years, the Shawholm XI's season was a real club effort, with 30 
players representing the team throughout the season in various competitions. 
 
The club again entered two Sunday XIs and two Midweek XIs. The Academy finished 
second in Division 2 of the Sunday League and fourth in Division 2 of the Evening League, 
whilst the Panthers finished fifth in Division 1 of the Sunday League and sixth in Division 2 of 
Evening League. 
 
Before the start of the 2018 season the club also, in its inaugural season, entered a team – 
playing as the Poloc Pythons – in the Cricket Scotland Tapeball League (pictured). 
 

       
 
Individual highlights for the season include: 
 

• Poloc 
 

Jurie Snyman: 896 runs at 53, and 26 wickets at 20, in all competitions, including: 
 

• 209 vs Greenock in the league 
• 148* vs Stirling Country in the league 
• 100 vs West of Scotland in the McCulloch Cup 
• one other half century 

 
Coenie Nel: 718 runs at 48, and 26 wickets at 22, in all competitions, including: 

 
• 107* vs Clydesdale in the league 
• 105 vs West of Scotland in the league 
• three other half centuries 

 
Craig Young: 564 runs at 30 in all competitions, including: 

 
• 128* vs Greenock in the league 
• two other half centuries 



 
Amaan Ramzan: 81 vs Ayr in the league 

 
Ahmed-Raza Hanif: 15 wickets at 20 in all competitions 

 
Kess Sajjad: 21 wickets at 26 in all competitions 
 

More 2018 Centurions 

 
         Coenie Nel                Jurie Snyman              Usman zakir               Jurie Snyman               Irfan Sajjad 
 

• Shawholm 
 

Usman Zakir: 515 runs at 52 in all competitions, including: 
 

• 100* vs Torrance House in the league 
• three other half centuries 

 
Irfan Sajjad: 542 at 39 in all competitions, including: 

 
• 131* vs Cambusdoon in the league 
• three other half centuries 

 
Murtaza Syed: 197 runs at 49, including a half century, and 12 wickets at 16 in all 
competitions 

 
Amaan Ramzan: averaging 72 in his two Shawholm appearances 

 
Robert Cathcart: 17 wickets at 13 in all competitions 

 
Noaman Ishtiaq: 18 wickets at 20 in all competitions 

 
Habib Safi: 16 wickets at 25 in all competitions 

 
Mention too that Amaan Ramzan also scored 112 in the senior WDCU Sunday League 
match against Helensburgh, at Shawholm, playing in the Poloc Academy side, and 99 not 
out in the same competition against Whiteinch, again playing with the Academy side. 
 
Irfan Hanif took 5 for 19 for Shawholm in its WDCU Saturday league match against Bothwell, 
a "5-for" that was bettered only, in senior cricket in 2018, by Hasseeb Zaker's 5 for 16 for 
Poloc against Weirs in the McCulloch Cup.   
 
The other "5-for" in senior cricket was Haider Akram's 5 for 27 at Hamilton Crescent against 
West of Scotland, for Poloc Academy, in the WDCU Sunday League. 
 
Of further encouragement in 2018 were the competitive 1st XI debuts made by a number of 
younger players, many of whom have come through the club's junior ranks, including, but 
not limited to, Amaan Ali, Robert Cathcart, Abdullah Malik and Hunnain Sohail. 



Senior training and practice – the club again facilitated near year-round practice, with a full 
programme of winter indoor coaching and practice for juniors and seniors alike.   
 

     
 
                     Indoor at Hamilton Crescent                                    Indoor at Hutchesons' 
                                                                                                          Grammar School 

 
And, notwithstanding the changes made to the timing and frequency of outdoor, in-season, 
training that saw an additional evening slot allocated to it – sessions were again very well 
attended, with many sessions seeing two dozen or more in attendance, often on evenings 
when one or both senior Evening League teams were in action. 
 

 
 
It is hoped that this trend will continue in the years to come, despite the difficulties it poses 
when it comes to planning and running sessions for 30+ players; however, as ever, 
encouraging our younger players to utilise the facilities out with the practice times will aid the 
planning of these sessions. Thanks are due to all those involved in planning and running 
these sessions, particularly Jurie, Coenie and Keith Young. 
 

 
 
Beyond club cricket, representative team selection was achieved by many players:   
 
• Abtaha Maqsood represented Scotland Women at both Under 21, A team and full senior 

levels.  



• Ahmed-Raza Hanif, Amaan Ramzan, Kess Sajjad, Ihtesham Ul Haq, Adil Ghaffar and 
Saif Sajjad represented the Western Warriors Development XI. 

• Craig Young represented the Western Warriors. 
• Amaan Ramzan, Kess Sajjad and Ihtesham Ul Haq represented Scotland at various 

junior levels. 
 

 
 
                                                    Abtaha Maqsood        Craig Young  Amaan Ramzan 
 
Thanks go to the Cricket Committee for their work during the year, as well as to Keith Young 
for scoring and filming most games. Thanks also to everyone involved in providing catering 
for home games, and to the captains of every team for their efforts throughout the year. As 
with last year, thanks are due to Scott McCutcheon for his outstanding efforts on the ground, 
often times assisted by Coenie and Jurie. 
 

 
 
It is hoped that with continued dedication to practice that the club’s players will continue to 
improve.  Many young and junior players continue to show considerable talent and ability, 
and hopefully they will begin to contribute match-winning performances in senior cricket in 
the coming season. 
 
 
Craig A Young 
Club Captain 
November 2018 
 



Junior Convenor's report 
 
Season 2018 saw quite widespread changes to junior cricket in the west of Scotland, with new 
age-group leagues and cups, and new formats, introduced.  The Under 13, 15 and 18 leagues 
were all disbanded, and were replaced by Under 14 and 16 leagues, Under 16 being the oldest 
age-group that league cricket was organised for by the Western District Junior Cricket Union 
("WDJCU").  In addition an Under 12 league was introduced, alongside the retained Under 11 
League.  The formats of league matches were also changed, with only Under 16 matches being 
eleven-a-side; Under 14 matches were nine-a-side, and Under 11 and 12 matches were eight-a-
side.   
 
The club entered teams in the Under 12, 14 and 16 leagues – all hard-ball leagues, as well as local 
and national cup competitions at Under 13 (two), Under 15 (two), Under 16 and Under 18 age-
groups.  
 
A very young Under 12 side – which bodes well for the future of junior cricket at the club – 
performed creditably in its league, finishing fourth.  The Under 14s finished a place higher in their 
league and recorded wins against both the sides finishing above them.  The Under 16s recorded a 
mid-table finish in their league in a season where the number of wins and losses were the same.  
So, overall, a decent league season from a results perspective.  
 
In the cup competitions, the highlights were the Under 15s' run to the quarter-final of the Scottish 
Cup (where they lost to the eventual winners) and the Under 18s' run to the semi-final in their 
version of the national cup competition.  The latter cup run saw encouraging wins over two of 
Edinburgh's "big clubs", Watsonians and Carlton, and only came to an end with defeat to 
Forfarshire on Finals Day.   
 
And in a season that will be remembered by many for a fantastically hot and dry spell in the middle 
of it, it's perhaps worth recording that season 2018 was still a season that suffered twenty match 
cancellations.   
 
The change in league structure and formats had a knock-on effect for coaching and practice 
sessions, with Thursday becoming the new day for juniors.  Both Under 12, and Under 14 and 16, 
age-groups practiced on Thursday evenings in 2018, Thursdays being cleared of evening senior 
cricket practice in a wider re-vamp of the club's coaching and practice timetable.  This allowed for 
an improved concentration of coaching resources for juniors too, in particular the availability of both 
the clubs' overseas player:coaches, Jurie Snyman (returning for a third year) and Coenie Nel.  Our 
thanks to both these people are, again, due.   
 

   
 
       Under 14 and 16 net session with Coach David James      Under 12 practice with Coach Jurie Snyman 

 
An Academy side – in effect an Under 18 side on most occasions – also competed in both the 
Western District Cricket Union [senior] Sunday and Evening Leagues.  This provided additional 
playing opportunities for the club's junior players, providing invaluable experience for some of a 
longer format in the 40-overs-a-side Sunday League competition.   
 



Turning to player performances now, and starting with the Academy side: a number of juniors 
performed well with bat and/or ball over the season.  Amaan Ramzan scored 313 runs at 78.3; 
Amman Ali scored 151 runs at 50.3, and Calum James scored 119 runs at 39.7.  And with the ball, 
Shahan Raja, Hamaad Anwar and Kess Sajjad all returned bowling averages of under 10.   
 
In the Under 18s' cup run, Abdullah Malik's batting was the stand-out as he averaged 120; Amaan 
Ramzan again performing well too, averaging 43.5.   
 
Top run-scorers in Under 16 cricket were Abdul Malik (196 runs), Zakir Siddiqui (161 runs) and 
Hassaan Mehmood (158 runs), whilst Samee Mehmood – thirteen wickets at 10.7 with his slow 
left-arm bowling – was the stand-out bowler.   
 
Abdul Malik was also the Under 15s' top run scorer, and averaged 65 in their Scottish Cup 
campaign.   
 
Four Under 14 batters scored more than 100 runs in season 2018: Hasan Malik (161 runs), 
Hassaan Mehmood (159 runs), Samee Mehmood (129 runs) and Abdullah Rana (102 runs).  And 
on the bowling front four bowlers took more than fifteen wickets: Shahan Raja (29 wickets at 3.2), 
Samee Mehmood (twenty wickets at 3.1), Hasan Malik (eighteen wickets at 3.5) and James 
Cathcart (seventeen wickets at 3.8).   
 

 
 

Poloc Under 14s in action at Meikleriggs 
 
The Under 13s' cup matches saw Moiz Maqsood finish as top run-scorer, whilst Musa Rana was 
top wicket-taker.   
 
And, finally, in Under 12 – "pairs" – cricket, Abdullsubhan Rana dominated the run-scoring charts 
with 137. Musa Rana (75 runs) and Zeeshan Gulfam (69 runs) were the other two batters scoring 
50 or more league runs in the season.  And Abdullsubhan Rana would also top the Under 12 
wicket-taking list with fifteen wickets, again finishing ahead of brother Musa, who took eleven.    
 
Beyond how the club's age-group teams got on in 2018 a number of the club's junior players also 
continued to gain representative team selection, both regionally and nationally.  And in 2018, as 
with junior league cricket, representative cricket – at least regionally – also saw structural change.  
The Western Warriors competed in inter-regional cricket at Under 14, Under 16 and [what is called] 
Development Squad levels, whilst an Under 13 Western Warriors side competed in the inter-city 
tournament featuring a Belfast side, the Warriors and Eastern Knights.  The club's juniors gaining 
regional selection in 2018 were: 
 
Western Warriors Under 13: Hassaan Mehmood and Shahan Raja. 
 
Western Warriors Under 14: James Cathcart, Hasan Malik, Hassaan Mehmood, Samee Mehmood 
and Shahan Raja. 
 
Western Warriors Development XI: Ahmed-Raza Hanif, Amaan Ramzan, Kess Sajjad and 
Ihtesham Ul Haq 
 



Amaan Ramzan and Kess Sajjad both represented Scotland at Under 17 level, and Ihtesham Ul 
Haq was selected for Scotland Under 19.   
 
Senior international honours were also again gained by Abtaha Maqsood who played regularly for 
Scotland Woman, this in addition to playing for Scotland Women Under 21 and Scotland Women 
A. 
 
Away from Shawholm, the club continued to partner with its "sister" Charity, The Community 
Coaching Initiative, to deliver over cricket coaching in local schools, links continuing with Tinto 
Primary School, The High School of Glasgow and Shawlands Academy.  This work was delivered 
in the main by Jurie Snyman and Coenie Nel.  These school links also, again, saw the club host 
home matches for Shawlands Academy. 
 

 
 

Shawlands Academy versus Lomond School 
 
With another season done-and-dusted therefore, attention turns to the winter indoor programme, 
and the annual WDJCU "Super 8s" Indoor Tournament in December.  And mention of the latter 
prompts mention of success in this event at the end of 2017 when the club's Under 19 side was 
crowned "Super 8s" Champions for the first time in just under 30 years!  
 

      
 

                                 Under 19 Captain Abdullah Malik                              Poloc Under 19 
 
Looking further into the future, the challenge facing the club's junior section is, as it has been for 
some time and in keeping with other similar organisations, finding sufficient volunteers to allow it to 
be sustained and, hopefully, grow and develop.  This requires people to come forward and be 
willing to help out, both on the coaching and matchday management side, and the administrative 
and organisational side.  It is appreciated that the "hoops" that are required to be gone through to 
get involved are many – from PVG Scheme membership and other disclosure checks, through 
coach education programmes, to the ability to commit to the necessary time, however without a 
bigger volunteer base the scale of the club's junior programme – both in-season and out-of-season 
– is unsustainable. 
 



This said the last twelve months have, as always, seen invaluable support provided by a number of 
people to the junior section.  Top of this list are Jurie Snyman and Coenie Nel, both of whom have 
already been mentioned and were critical to the programme.  David James and Grant Cathcart are 
two other members who should be specifically named-checked in this regard too, assisting on both 
practice evenings and matchdays.  Keith Sheridan's contribution to Under 12 practice and 
coaching is also much-appreciated.  Then there are the parents who assisted with transporting 
players to and from away matches, as well as bringing their children to club-based practice 
sessions and home games. 
 
A final word of thanks – as always – to our groundsman, Scott McCutcheon, whose efforts – as I 
always say, so often unseen – were again tireless in facilitating matches.   
 
 
Keith G Young 
Junior Convenor 
November 2018 



House Convenor's report 
 
As in 2017 we continued over the last year to focus on the maintenance of the fabric 
of the building with very limited resources available.  The clubhouse continues to be 
used for a number of meetings, functions by external organisations in addition to the 
normal club activities. 
 
Clubhouse works/improvements 

 
• The main outside front and side of the clubhouse was painted through the 

summer with white masonry paint and remaining wooden windows also painted.  
 

    
 
 

  

 
• A long established problem with 

water pressure in the showering 
facilities was resolved this year with 
water pressure fully restored to this 
area (pictured left). 

 
• New, easily-stacked and movable, 

conference seating (pictured right) 
for the clubhouse was acquired. 
 

 
 

 
• The junior pavilion roof (pictured below) suffered significant storm damage in the 

early part of the year and was replaced under insurance 
 

 
 



• Lockable lockers (pictured right) were made available within 
the away dressing rooms for valuables.   
 
Keys can be obtained from the bar. Lockers are also 
available for home teams. 

 
 
• The refuse collection (currently with GCC) contract has been altered to a season 

only basis (April – October) to save money over the winter months. 
 

• New racking for the club's branded playing and training kit was sourced and 
installed, improving stock management. 

 

    
 
Future plans/concerns 
 
• The rear of the building, whilst not exposed to the weather, will need to be 

painted to complete the external painting, perhaps as part of the start of the new 
season weekend – many hands would see this done within a day. 
 

• If funds are available the home dressing room will be refurbished in line with the 
away dressing room layout.  
 

• The main clubhouse roof will need further attention to combat nail rot. This will be 
a costly exercise. 

 
• Consideration of the most appropriate recycling and refuse collection to meet the 

needs of the club. 
 
 
Kenneth J A Robertson 
House Convenor 
November 2018 
 



Refreshments Convenor's report 
 
This year we mainly aimed to mainly emulate the previous year’s successes behind the bar. 2017 
had been a year of renewal as we got back our licence to sell alcohol. I’m pleased to report a bar 
income of £4,653 for 2018, a figure almost identical to 2017’s, with a profit of the order of £2,500 
once stock costs are taken into account.  
 
The vending machine brought another £266 in sales, which is useful, but is unlikely to cover the 
operating costs of the machine itself. The long-term viability of the vending machine is therefore 
something to be discussed in due course. 
 
Some small upgrades were possible within the confines of the club's limited budget, including new 
wine measures and optics to keep our trade legal, although there is still a shortage of suitable 
glasses for shorter drinks. We also have created some extra space behind the bar by getting 
Carlsberg to remove the redundant draft beer equipment; we await uplift of their redundant gas 
cylinders and kegs. 
 
I am indebted to the volunteers, mainly from the General Committee's ranks, who have helped to 
staff the bar at the functions held at the club, and who have also helped out on matchdays. Without 
their help, it would be difficult to cover the bar, and we would forego the boosts to the club's coffers 
which the events bring with them. 
 

    
 
                Matchday viewing from the bar, August 2018                        "Swishing party", April 2018 
 
As I will be spending at least the majority of the 2019 season living in the south east of England, I 
intend to step down from my role as Refreshments Convener. I wish my successor well in their 
endeavours. 
 
 
Ali Maddock 
Refreshments Convenor 
November 2018 



Grounds Convenor's report 
 
This report should again start with thanks to the management of Pollok Park, in 
particular, Paul Brannan, the park's Works Convenor, who continues to be, along 
with his staff, of invaluable assistance to the club.  In 2018, park staff assisted in the 
following areas: 

 
• outfield grass cutting; 
• heavy machinery use; and 
• solid tine aeration of the square. 
 

   
 
Adding to the partnership with Pollok FC's Academy started in 2017, the club has 
also now partnered with personal trainers who, as corporate members, use the club's 
ground – in particular the tennis courts – for "boot camps".   
 
Sessions are held on a number of 
evenings each week, in parallel to, 
and in no way disruptive of, cricket 
practice.   
 
In the winter months, "book camp" 
sessions are held indoors in the 
clubhouse.  This partnership has 
proved beneficial to both the club 
and the organisers and attendees of 
the "boot camps".  
 
The ground, as usual, also suffered from a number of weather-related incidents 
during the year, with gales and torrential rain the main culprits.  Damage in 2018 was 
restricted in the main, however, to occasional winter flooding, sightscreens toppling 
over, and fallen trees.  All of these events were successfully dealt with. 
 

  
 



Lastly but in no way "least", thanks must also go, as always, to groundsman Scott 
McCutcheon for his tireless work at Shawholm – often in very inclement weather – 
and to the assistance given to Scott by the club's two overseas players in 2018: Jurie 
Snyman and Coenie Nel.  Scott remains a real asset to the club, and without the hard 
work of these individuals Shawholm would not continue to be presented in as fine 
shape as it was, again, in 2018.   
 

 
 

Shawholm: Poloc versus West of Scotland, 30 June 2018 
 
 
Keith G Young 
Acting Grounds Convenor 
November 2018 
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