
Secretary's report 
 
Total membership currently for 2016 stood at 111, a decrease of 40 on 2015 figure of 
151 recorded members.  This is, in turn, 19 down on 2014’s figure. This is the third 
consecutive year of membership decline and, equally worrying, every category has 
reduced in number. 
 
The breakdown is: 
 
Life    2 (down 1 on 2015) 
Full  38  (down 20 on 2015) 
Student 12  (down 2 on 2015) 
Junior  48  (down 5 on 2015) 
Restricted   6  (down 5 on 2015) 
Country   5  (down 7 on 2014) 
 
The worrying trend is the substantial drop in full members from 58 to 38. The other 
areas of reduction are restricted and country members. Student and junior member 
numbers remain largely consistent with preceding years, although down marginally. 
 
As ever, the key to a more sustainable future is attracting and retaining more full and 
junior members. We must all take responsibility for attracting and retaining new 
members. 
 
Happily, I do not have to record the death since the last AGM in March 2016 of any 
club member past or present. 
   
Keith LP Sheridan 
Secretary 
February 2017 
 
 



Cricket report 
 
Despite another wet summer, we again played a lot of cricket played in 2016, with the club 
continuing its winning record in recent years. The club's overall win:loss record was 62-38-2, 
compared to 86-37 in 2015, 81-42 in 2014, 84-47 in 2013 and 40-52-0 in 2012 – meaning 
that the club had its fourth "winning" season in a row. And perhaps more importantly for 
some observers, the 1st XI's finished second in the league, losing only to St Michael's and 
West of Scotland, and dramatically tying with Stirling County at New Williamfield. 
 
Season 2016 also saw the majority of 1st XI matches being filmed over the course of the 
season! This idea proved very popular with both out own players, and players of other 
teams. It is hoped that this can be continued and developed in future years. 
 
Looking at the 1st XI's season in more detail, it finished second in the Western Union First 
Division, which was an improvement on last year and secured promotion to the Western 
Union Premier Division for 2017. The highlight of the season for the 1st XI was league 
campaign, but the efforts in the cup competitions this year were not as successful as season 
2015. The club lost in the first round of both the Rowan Cup and the Scottish Cup, and lost 
in the quarter-final of the West League Cup to eventual winners Drumpellier. 
 
The Shawholm XI also finished runners-up in the Western Union Reserve League behind 
Partick and secured promotion to the Western Union Premier Reserve League for 2017. The 
Shawholm XI's success was, as it has been in recent year, a real club effort, with no fewer 
than 22 players playing in league games during the season. 
 
Season 2016 again saw the club enter two Sunday XIs and two Midweek XIs. The Academy 
finished third in Division 2 and the Panthers finished sixth in Division 1. In the evening 
league, the Panthers finished second bottom of Division 2 but the Academy won Division 3.   
 
Beyond team performances, our overseas player/coach Jurie Snyman had an outstanding 
season with the bat, scoring 712 runs in league matches at 79.11 and 1,045 runs in all 
competitions at 80.38, as well as 22 wickets at 15.95 in league matches and 29 wickets at 
16.28 in all competitions. Thanks are due to both Jurie and CJ Van der Walt, our overseas 
amateur for 2016, for their work over the year both on the ground and otherwise around the 
club – in particular coaching both in schools and with our own juniors. These two helped to 
bring the team forwards from where Niel Bredenkamp and Chris' Graham left off in 2015 by 
continuing to develop our positive approach that I believed helped us achieve some of this 
year's successes. 
 
In terms of coaching and practice, attendance at senior coaching was again excellent this 
year, with many sessions seeing two dozen or more in attendance, often on evenings when 
one or both Evening League teams were in action.  The challenge for next season will be 
similar to last year, in that it can be difficult to plan and run sessions with 30-plus players; 
however, encouraging our younger players to utilise the facilities out with the practice times 
will aid the planning of these sessions. Thanks are due to all those involved in planning and 
running these sessions, particularly Jurie, CJ and Keith Young. 
 
As you would expect in a successful league season, there were many individual highlights 
over the year with both bat and ball. For the 1st XI, Jurie racked up two centuries and five 
fifties, and Craig Young made five 50s over the course of the season. Jurie's two centuries 
came against Hillhead and West of Scotland, the second of which was a particularly 
memorable and match winning knock in a closely fought game at Hamilton Crescent. For the 
2nd XI, Usman Amin's 114* against Williamfield was undoubtedly the highlight with the bat, 
but there were other matches where Calum James, Ahmed Javid; Usman Zakir; Amaan Ali 
and Sohaib Shah all notched half centuries. 



There were also notable bowling performances for the 1st XI in the league, with six bowlers 
taking at least ten wickets – Adil Ghaffar, Craig Young, Lewis James, Jurie Snyman; 
Ihtisham Malik and Aliyan Qureshi. Adil Ghaffar took two five-wicket hauls in the league, with 
best figures of 9.3-1-37-6 against Greenock. For the Shawholm XI, Abhishek Bhatia was the 
outstanding bowler with 32 wickets at 9.03, and Ahmed-Raza Hanif, Hamid Mahmood and 
Wajid Hussain all took more than ten league wickets. 
  
Beyond club cricket, representative team selection was achieved by a number of players:   
 
• Abtaha Maqsood represented Scotland Women at both Under 17 and full senior levels.  
• Owais Shah and Ihtisham Malik represented Scotland A. 
• Craig Young, Owais Shah and Ihtisham Malik played for the Western Warriors in the 

Regional Pro Series matches. 
• Ihtisham Malik, Owais Shah, Muhammad Azeem, Adil Ghaffar, Aliyan Qureshi, Uzzair 

Shah and Amaan Ramzan all represented Scotland at various junior levels, with at least 
one player involved in every Scotland junior team! 

 
Thanks go to the Cricket Committee for their work during the year, as well as to our scorer 
(and cameraman!) Keith Young. Thanks also to everyone involved in providing catering for 
home games, and to the captains of every team for their efforts throughout the year. As with 
last year, thanks are due to Scott McCutcheon for his outstanding efforts on the ground. 
 
It is hoped that with good weather and continued dedication to practice that the club will 
continue to see improvement during 2017.  We have been very fortunate that Jurie Snyman 
has agreed to return for season 2017, and has returned during the winter to help with both 
our winter coaching and schools coaching. The addition of Jurie has already made a 
difference to winter coaching sessions, and it is hoped that the results of this will be seen 
during the coming season. I still belief that the club is moving in the right direction, and that 
the commitment that has been made to creating an environment that both develops our own 
players, as well as attracts other players to join Poloc, will see the club do well in the coming 
years. 
 
Craig Young 
Club Captain 
February 2017 
 



Junior Convenor's Report 
 
Season 2016 saw the club enter junior sides in four age-group leagues, and enter all available cup 
competitions, including the indoor "Super 8s" in December. 
 
Starting at the end and working back, the club's Under 12s finished third in their "Super 8s", and 
the Under 19s were runner-up in their age-group indoor tournament.   
 
And talk of Under 19s – an age-group that doesn't have a league – takes us right back to the start 
of 2016, when – uniquely on the global stage – the club had four of its Under 19 players play in the 
ICC U19 Cricket World Cup in Bangladesh.  This was a truly unique event, and congratulations are 
due to Muhammad Azeem, Adil Ghaffar, Ihtisham Malik and Owais Shah, all of whom represented 
Scotland, and by extension Poloc, with distinction. 
 
Also earning national age-group selection were Amaan Ramzan and Uzzair Shah at Under 15 age-
group, Ihtisham Malik and Aliyan Qureshi and Owais Shah at Under 17 age-group.  In addition, 
Abtaha Maqsood again represented Scotland at Under 17 age-group level. 
 
Outwith junior national team selection, Abtaha also played regularly for the senior Scotland 
Women's side.   
 
Returning to club junior matches, in addition to junior competitions, the club also, again, entered an 
“Academy” side in the WDCU’s senior Sunday and Evening Leagues, the former 40 overs-a-side, 
the latter a midweek T20 league.   
 
In overall terms, season 2016, impacted as is so often the case by poor weather, can be 
summarised as: 
 
Junior team matches scheduled:   76 
Junior team matches played:    51 
Junior team matches won:    30 
Junior team matches lost:    19 
Junior team matches tied:      1 
Junior team matches abandoned:     1 
 
Losing 25 matches to the weather (equating to a third of matches scheduled) was disappointing, 
but, as I always state in this section of the Junior Convenor's Report, we can only "control the 
controllables".   
 
On the development side, a junior winter programme again started just a month after the 2015 
outdoor season ended, and ran weekly throughout the winter months.  Attendance at sessions was 
good, and the programme keeps the club's young players involved in the game over the close 
season, as well as providing a good opportunity for coaches to work with players on key technical 
parts to their games.  The sessions are also useful in attracting new juniors.  Thanks are also due 
to the coaches who give up weekend leisure time in this regard, and in the 2016-17 winter period 
that we are currently in, we are delighted that 2016 Coaching Professional, South African Jurie 
Snyman, has returned to Glasgow to work with the club's young players.  This is invaluable, and 
the continuity of Jurie's involvement, year-round, is an excellent development.   
 
The winter also sees Cricket Scotland age-group squad training, regional academy player 
development programmes, and regional squad training.  The club was well represented in all of 
these.  Adil Ghaffar, Ihtisham Malik, Aliyan Qureshi and Owais Shah were also included in the 
2015-16 Cricket Scotland Academy (West), whilst Sohaib Shah and Uzzair Shah were selected for 
the younger Under 15 age-group Cricket Scotland Regional Development Centre (West) 
programme.  Then, in the "Western Warriors" Under 18 squad, the club contributed no fewer than 
five players, with Lewis James joining Adil, Ihtisham, Aliyan and Owais.  And our two Under 15 



players in the Regional Development Centre (West) were joined by Amaan Ramzan in the 
"Western Warriors" Under 15 squad.   
 
Below the Cricket Scotland regional junior programmes and squads, the club was represented at 
Under 14 Challenge Series level by Nabeel Khan, Abdul Malik, Sohaib Shah, Zakir Siddiqui and 
Dilina Loku Yaddehige.   
 
All of these selections are, I believe, continuing evidence of a strong conveyor belt of young 
cricketing talent accruing from the club's ongoing commitment to developing players and creating 
an attractive environment in which talent can flourish. 
 
Much of this development was delivered in the first instance by the club partnering with its "sister" 
Charity, The Community Coaching Initiative, to deliver over 160 hours of cricket coaching in local 
schools.  Building on relationships established over many years, this programme remains critical in 
attracting new players to the game, as well as the club; forges important links with the community 
in which the club lives; and assists in attracting vital partnership funding support without which our 
junior programme could not function.  Critical to the delivery of this community coaching were Jurie 
Snyman and CJ Van der Walt, the club's overseas player/coaches in 2016, both of whom were 
with us here at Shawholm for the first time, Jurie's return to work with our juniors over the 2016-17 
winter period having already been referred to. 
 
Turning now to a more detailed review of season 2016.  The matches scheduled were particularly 
hard hit by the winter, with Sunday morning "Kwik Cricket" festivals for Under 10s being all but 
washed away completely. 
 
The Academy side again performed well, under CJ Van der Walt's captaincy, and won its Evening 
League division.  
 
There was also success at Under 18 age-group level, the side winning the Under 18 League and 
reaching the Frank Smith Trophy Final.  The latter was washed out and will be played at the start 
of season 2017.  The Under 15s meanwhile finished runner-up in their age-group league, with both 
both the Under 13s and Under 11s finishing mid-table.   
 
In the other cup competitions, the Under 13s finished third in the ECB Under 13 National Club 
Championship, losing to Grange CC in the semi-final before defeating Forfarshire CC in the 
third/fourth place play off on Finals Day at Inverleith.  In the Under 15 Scottish Cup the club also 
lost out to eventual cup winners, this time Carlton CC, and there was a sense of déjà vu as, in the 
Under 18 Scottish Cup the club lost out on wickets lost in a tie with local rivals Clydesdale CC who 
went on to win the cup.   
 
Playing as many junior matches as the club does, on so many days, involves a lot of people and 
our thanks are due to Jurie and CJ, already named, for their contributions in this regard.  In 
addition however specific thanks should be given to Anjum Aslam, Grant Cathcart, Phil Cooke, Bill 
and Caroline Harden, David and Eilidh James, Muhammad Maqsood and Safder Rana regulars in 
organising, managing and/or transporting players to and from matches.  Without this very practical 
support and help the club's junior programme would – could – not function.   
 
Returning to life beyond club cricket we continue to see our players selected for representative 
teams and squads, and selected for development programmes.  I have already mentioned those 
youngsters involved in winter 2015-16's representative training squads.  Bringing this up-to-date, at 
present we have no fewer than six players in the 2016-17 Cricket Scotland West Regional 
Academy programme: Taimoor Ahmad, Ahmed-Raza Hanif, Aliyan Qureshi, Amaan Ramzan, 
Owais Shah and Uzzair Shah.  Sohaib Shah is also in Cricket Scotland's West Regional 
Development Centre winter programme.   
 
And, Abtaha Maqsood has been included in the Scotland Women's squad for the ICC Women’s 
CWC qualifying event taking place in Sri Lanka in February 2017. 



 
Season 2016 was the second successive year in which the club had at least one junior player – 
both male and female – selected at every age-group, the players gaining national age-group 
selection being listed at the start of this report.  
 
In junior club cricket, there were good individual performances during, and over the course of, the 
season.  At Under 18, Calum James's 193 runs represented the highest runs aggregate, whilst 
Owais Shah was a Centurion.  Also scoring over 100 Under 18 runs were Adil Ghaffar and Owais.  
With ball-in-hand Ahmed-Raza Hanif was top wicket-taker with eleven wickets at 5.6.   
 
In the Under 15 age-group, three batters scored more than 250 runs, Uzzair Shah topping the 
averages with his 444 runs coming at 63, whilst Amaan Ramzan's 268 runs saw him average 54, 
and Sohaib Shah (still an Under 13) also scored 268 runs, his coming at 34.  Sohaib was top 
Under 15 wicket-taker too, with thirteen wickets at 15.6.   
  
Sohaib Shah, still Under 13 as noted, scored 378 runs in Under 13 cricket, averaging a remarkable 
189, whilst Abdul Malik and Zakir Siddiqui both amassed more than 140 runs.  Sohaib 
demonstrated his all-rounder credentials in the Under 13s too, topping the wicket-taking charts at 
this age-group with thirteen.  However he was beaten to the best bowling average title by Nabeel 
Khan whose twelve wickets cost just 11.0, James Cathcart's twelve wickets also being worthy of 
mention in despatches.   
 
And in Under 11 cricket (played under "pairs cricket" rules) the season statistics were dominated 
by Hassaan Mehmood (averaging 37 with the bat and taking ten wickets at 6.6 with the ball), and 
Andrew Harden (63 runs, and ten wickets).   
 
Wrapping up this report, I've mentioned the out-of-season indoor and community coaching already, 
but 2016 again saw junior coaching at Shawholm on weekday afternoons and evenings, and my 
thanks are due to Jurie Snyman who, in particular, gave of his time in this regard.  Mention by 
name should also be given to David James who continues to be the keystone of much of the club’s 
junior programme.  The fruits of this hard work is seen in many areas, including the number of 
juniors playing regular senior 1st and 2nd XI cricket. 
 
Our ground-staff should also be thanked, and in this regard Groundsman Scott McCutcheon 
should be named-checked, as should CJ Van der Walt in particular – who worked hard on the 
ground in a year where, again, the elements were too often against them.  Their efforts mean that 
the club is able to provide a standard of playing facility that is second-to-none as far as what 
juniors at other clubs are being provided with. 
 
2016 also saw our partnerships with a number of local secondary schools continue, a number 
using Shawholm as their "home" ground.  Shawholm also hosted a number of junior representative 
matches. 
 
In closing then – and making no apology for finishing as I have been able to do in the last few 
years, and hope to continue to be able to in the future: "Our junior section remains in good heart, 
continues to introduce youngsters to the game of cricket, tries to develop good players within a 
comprehensive programme, whilst at the same time, and as importantly, encouraging as broad an 
involvement by as many people as possible in this area.  We also try to emphasise that playing the 
game in the correct manner, and remind our young players that they represent their club and 
families whilst doing so, is as important." 
 
  
Keith G Young 
Junior Convenor 
February 2017 



House report 
 
We continued over the last year to focus on the maintenance of the fabric of the 
building with very limited resources available. 
 
Clubhouse works 

 
• A degree of work was required to the main clubhouse roof with a number of leaks 

being caused by missing or damaged slates.  This is an area of the building that 
will need to be looked at within the next ten years and is not something that will 
be inexpensive to replace. 

• Through a legacy donation we were able to replace the old oil tank at the rear of 
the clubhouse with a new bunded plastic tank.  The new tank has already saved 
us money in fuel usage and, being alarmed, allows us to monitor the oil level so 
we should never run out of fuel again. 

• Shelving units were constructed in the gents’ tennis dressing room for the storing 
of kit bags.  This has helped to keep the floor area clear of bags most of the time. 

• The heating control system was replaced by a Hive control system, which allows 
the temperature and heating controls to be monitored and operated remotely.  As 
a result the heating now comes on if the internal temperature drops too low but 
also prevents members accidently leaving heating and water on continuously, 
which wastes fuel. 

 
Future plans/concerns 
 
• The main outside of the clubhouse requires to be painted through the summer 

with white masonry paint with any further work being carried out on loose and 
crumbling brickwork. 

• If funds are available the home dressing room will be refurbished in line with the 
away dressing room layout.  

• The ladies toilet area requires urgent refurbishment and we have to look at 
making some provision for disabled toilet access within the premises too. 

• We need to look at how the flooring area in the gents toilet/ shower area can be 
improved. 

• The seating in the bar lounge area is in a much poorer state of repair than last 
year.  It is my opinion that in 2017 we will need to replace the seating in the main 
lounge bar area.  We need to set aside some funds to this as a matter of urgency 
if we wish to still host functions in the clubhouse. 

 
 
Kenneth JA Robertson 
House Convenor 
February 2017 
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