
Secretary's report
Poloc Cricket Club AGM, February 2016

Total membership currently stands at 151, a decrease of nineteen on last year's figure of 170 
recorded members. This is, in turn, 30 down on 2013’s figure, but still fifteen higher than in 2012.

The breakdown is:

Life 3 (as 2014)
Full 58 (down 10 on 2014)
Student 14 (up 3 on 2014)
Junior 53 (down 1 on 2014)
Restricted 11 (down 6 on 2014)
Country 12 (down 5 on 2014)

This year saw the introduction of a ladies team with some associated new members. Recent 
years’ drive on contacting former players who have moved away did not stop a fall in Country 
memberships.  

As ever, the key to a more sustainable future is attracting and retaining more Full and Junior 
members.

It is with regret that I must record the death in 2015 of the following former club members:      

Cliff Duncan – cricket member, affectionately known as “The Demon”
Jane Abel – past tennis, social and hockey member
Ian Connell – past 2nd XI Captain and long standing club member

Finally, the club was saddened to learn that Honorary Life Member, Tom Robertson passed away 
on the morning of the 3rd of January 2016 after a short illness.  Tom joined Poloc in 1965 and 
played for the 1st XI for a number of years, captaining from 1973 to 1977.  He played in the 
Western Union-winning teams in 1981 and 1983, and the Scottish Cup winning side of 1984.  In all 
games he took 677 wickets and scored 5,901 runs.  “TBR”, as most referred to Tom as, was also 
President of the club during one of its most successful times in the early '80's, for many years 
acted as Junior Convenor, and was Special Efforts Convenor running the Burns Supper, fêtes, 
barbecues and dances.

A fine after-dinner speaker, Tom had a very quick, and wicked, sense of humour which many 
members will remember.  Despite suffering in recent years following a severe stroke he still wanted 
to know how Poloc were doing, and was delighted when they won.  He will be sadly missed.  

Keith LP Sheridan
Secretary
February 2016



Cricket report
Poloc Cricket Club AGM, February 2016

Despite one of the wettest summers in recent years there was again a lot of cricket played in 2015. 
In fact, notwithstanding the wet summer, five more matches than in season 2014 were played. This 
said, there were also many more cancellations as no fewer than 83 schedules matches were 
cancelled, compared to 53 in 2014, and nearly matching the record 96 casualties of 2012. The 
club's win:loss record of 86-37 also compared well with the 81-42 of last season, the 84-47
recorded in 2013, and the 40-52-0 in 2012. And perhaps more importantly for some observers, the 
1st XI’s 24:6 record reflected a significant improvement on 2014’s 10:12 ratio.

Looking at the 1st XI’s season in more detail, it finished third in the CSL First Division. This was an 
improvement on last year; however it was disappointing to not finish in the top two. There can be 
no complaints about this though as the side lost to the two teams who finished above it, 
Stenhousemuir and Prestwick, as well as collapsing in the second innings to lose against 
Greenock at Glenpark in the only other league reversal. It is performances like this that will have to 
avoided next year if the side is to continue to improve. Juniors and new players contributed well to 
the team throughout the season, and it was enjoyable to play with a young group of players that 
continues to show both real promise and a willingness to get better. The highlight of the season for 
the 1st XI was undoubtedly the success in the major cup competitions. The club won the Rowan
Cup for the seventh time in the club’s history, and the first time since 2007, and won the West 
League Cup for the first time ever. Both competitions had dramatic finishes, with Azeem Akbar 
bowling an excellent spell at the death to secure the Rowan Cup win against Premier Division East 
Kilbride and Ross Armour hitting the winning runs off the last ball against Ferguslie, another 
Premier Division club, and Ross’s old club, with a broken finger, to win the West League Cup. In 
the club’s first ever appearance at the National T20 finals at Shawholm Dumfries, another Premier 
Division side, were defeated in the semi-final before the team was beaten by Forfarshire in the 
final. In the Scottish Cup the 1st XI had its best campaign since 2004, narrowly losing to Arbroath 
United, the eventual winners, at Lochlands, in a closely-fought semi-final.

The Shawholm XI finished runners-up in the CSL Reserve League behind St Ninian’s and had a 
run to the semi-final of the Western Cup, losing (perhaps controversially?) to Whitehaugh, the 
Kelburne XI featuring a number of 1st XI players, and one of the Paisley club’s overseas players. 
The Shawholm XI's success was, again, a real club effort with no fewer than 34 players playing in 
league games during the season.

Season 2015 again saw the club enter two Sunday XIs and two Midweek XIs. The Academy 
finished third in Division 3 East and the Panthers finished second in Division 2. In the evening 
league, the Panthers finished bottom of Division 1 but the Academy won Division 3 South.

Beyond team performances, our overseas players again contributed much: Niel Bredenkamp 
scored 444 runs in WDCU CSL matches at 44.40 and 800 runs in all competitions at 40.00, as well 
as 28 wickets at 8.43 in WDCU CSL matches and 57 wickets at 7.88 in all competitions. Chris 
Graham scored 400 runs in WDCU CSL matches at 33.33 and 736 runs in all competitions at 
30.67, as well as 16 wickets at 20.13 in all competitions. Thanks are due to both Niel and Chris for 
their work over the year both on the ground and otherwise around the club – in particular coaching 
both in schools and with our own juniors. These two really contributed to creating an environment 
that I believed helped us achieve some of this year’s successes.
In terms of coaching, attendance at senior coaching was excellent, with many sessions, reflecting 
both the increased player numbers and competition for selection, seeing two dozen or more in 
attendance, often on evenings when one or both Evening League teams were in action. Sessions 
were well organised and included structured fitness and fielding work, as well as "netting". And, 
when the weather allowed, the whole ground could be used on practice nights, with centre-wicket
practices courtesy of the ground staff’s hard work. Thanks are due to all those involved in planning 
and running these twice-weekly sessions.



As you would expect in a successful season, there were many individual highlights over the year 
with both bat and ball. For the 1st XI, Chris and Niel both scored centuries, 114 and 103 
respectively, against Kilmarnock at Shawholm which led to a league win, and Niel’s 111 against 
Stirling County, again at home, also contributed to a win. For the 2nd XI, Ross Armour scored 116 
against Glenpark and Owais Shah scored 101 against New Anniesland. Other notable 
performances with the bat were:

C Graham: 95 vs Weirs, League CA Young: 84 vs Arbroath, Scottish Cup
C Graham: 56* vs Irvine, Rowan Cup N Bredenkamp: 63 vs Arbroath, Scottish Cup
CA Young: 76 vs Irvine, Rowan Cup CA Young: 51 vs Prestwick, League
N Bredenkamp: 94* vs SMRH, Scottish Cup CA Young: 59 vs Kilmarnock, League
CA Young: 54 vs Stirling County, League EJ Rousen: 63 vs Kingholm, League
SA Aslam: 65* vs Kilmarnock, Rowan Cup RJ Armour: 63* vs GHK, Western Cup
CA Young: 64 vs Stenhousemuir, Scottish Cup RJ Armour: 71 vs Williamfield, League
N Bredenkamp: 70* vs Uddingston, WL Cup CRM Stout: 84 vs Anniesland, League
CA Young: 54 vs Ferguslie, West League Cup MHM Stout: 50 vs Kingholm, League
JSD Millen: 60 vs Forfarshire, Scottish Cup

There were also notable bowling performances for the 1st XI with Imran Adrees taking 7 for 28 
against St. Michael’s in the league and 5 for 23 versus Arbroath United in the Scottish Cup, Niel 
taking 5 for 22 against Glasgow Accies and 5 for 40 against Stirling County in the league and 5 for 
9 against Stenhousemuir in the Scottish Cup. For the Shawholm XI, Hamid Mahmood took 5 for 19 
against Glenpark in the league. Other notable performances with the ball were:

I Malik: 4-56 vs Weirs, League I Adrees: 4-16 vs Kilmarnock, West League Cup
N Bredenkamp: 4-12 vs Clydesdale, WL Cup CA Young: 4-26 vs Irvine, WU40 Cup
N Bredenkamp: 4-7 vs Irvine, League A Akbar: 5-19 vs Dumfries, T20 Finals Day
N Bredenkamp: 6-11 vs W of S, WL Cup I Adrees: 4-17 vs Glasgow Accies, League
I Adrees: 4-7 vs Kilmarnock, Rowan Cup A Bhatia: 4-37 vs Kingholm, League
N Bredenkamp: 4-21 vs G Accies, League LWB James: 4-25 vs Glenpark, League

Beyond club cricket, representative team selection was achieved by a number of players. Abtaha 
Maqsood represented Scotland Women at both Under 17 and full senior levels. Craig Young, 
Owais Shah and Ihtisham Malik played for the Reivers in the North Sea Pro Series matches. 
Ihtisham Malik and Owais Shah played for both the Scotland Under 17 and 19 sides, and Aliyan 
Qureshi played for Scotland Under 15s. The club was well represented in the two Western 
Warriors regional age-group teams, inter-regional matches being played by Owais Shah, Ihtisham 
Malik, Ross Armour, Lewis James, Aliyan Qureshi and Calum Stout at Under 18 level, and by 
Amaan Ali, Ahmed-Raza Hanif, Calum James, Aliyan Qureshi, Sohaib Sha and Uzzair Shah at 
Under 15 level.

Thanks go to the Cricket Committee for their work during the year, as well as to our scorers Ronnie 
McGregor and Calum James. Thanks also to everyone involved in providing catering for home 
games, and to the captains of every team for their efforts throughout the year.

Thanks also to Scott McCutcheon and Russell Lauder for their outstanding efforts on the ground 
during the season.

Thanks to David James and others for organising the third “Dads versus Lads…..and Lasses” end-
of-season match. And, on a personal note, it is good to record the Lads now have a series lead of 
2-1!

It is hoped that with good weather and continued dedication to practice that the club will continue to 
see improvement during 2016. I remain firmly of the belief that the club is moving in the right 
direction, and that the commitment that has been made to creating an environment that both 
develops our own players, as well as attracts other players to join Poloc, will see the club do well in 
the coming years should our players – individually and collectively – continue to put in the amount 
of effort that is required of them to become better cricketers.



Craig A Young
Club Captain
February 2016



Junior Convenor's Report
Poloc Cricket Club AGM, February 2016

Season 2015 saw the club enter junior sides in each of the age-group leagues, and enter all 
available cup competitions.  From the indoor “Super 8s” in December, through to the final match of 
the outdoor season, the Frank Smith Trophy Final.  Of that match, more later.  

And in addition to junior competitions, the club also, again, entered an “Academy” side in the 
WDCU’s senior Sunday and Evening Leagues, the former 40 overs-a-side, the latter a midweek 
T20 league.  

Poor weather during the season – as all too often – was also a recurring feature however.  In
overall terms, season 2015 can be summarised as:

Junior team matches scheduled: 110
Junior team matches played: 63
Junior team matches won: 46
Junior team matches lost: 14
Junior team matches abandoned:     3

Losing 47 matches to the weather (equating to 43% of matches scheduled) is tough, but, as 
always, we can only “control the controllables”.  

Returning to the start of the year, a junior winter programme again started just a month after the 
2014 outdoor season ended, and ran weekly throughout the winter months.  Attendance at 
sessions was good, and the programme keeps the club’s young players involved in the game over 
the close season, as well as providing a good opportunity for coaches to work with players on key 
technical parts to their games.  The sessions are also useful in attracting new juniors.  Thanks are 
also due to the coaches who give up weekend leisure time in this regard.

The WDJCU "Super 8s" Indoor Tournament was held in Glasgow between Christmas and New 
Year as usual at the end of 2014. The club entered three age-group teams in the tournament, the 
Under 12s narrowly missing out on qualification for their finals day.  The Under 15s and 19s fared 
better though, both reaching finals day.  However neither would claim the crown, Clydesdale CC 
defeating the Under 15s in their final, and Ferguslie CC beating the Under 19s in theirs.  
Nevertheless it was another successful tournament for our juniors, and, of course, there’s always 
next year! And,…..talking of “next year”, with the club’s 2015 AGM taking place after the 
completion of the 2015 “Super 8s” I can report on it too.  Pleasingly this means mention of the 
Under 12s winning that age-group tournament can be made!  The Under 15s missed out on their 
Finals Day, whilst the Under 19s finished third in their age-group.  But it was the Under 12s, 
defeating both Clydesdale and Ferguslie on the 30th of December 2015, Finals Day, who brought 
what will go down as another good year for the club’s juniors to a fitting finale and saw the club’s 
first success in the annual indoor tournament for over quarter of a Century!

The winter also sees Cricket Scotland age-group squad training, regional academy player 
development programmes, and regional squad training.  The club was well represented in all of 
these.  At national age-group level Aliyan Qureshi (Under 15), Ihtisham Malik (Under 17 and 19), 
Abtaha Maqsood (Under 17) and Owais Shah (Under 17 and 19) were involved in winter training 
squads.  Ihtisham Malik and Owais Shah were also included in the 2014-15 Cricket Scotland 
Academy (West) squad, whilst Aliyan Qureshi was joined by Ahmed-Raza Hanif, Calum James 
and Uzzair Shah in the younger age-group Cricket Scotland Regional Development Centre (West) 
programme.  Then, in the “Western Warriors” Under 18 squad, the club contributed no fewer than 
five players, with Ross Armour, Lewis James and Calum Stout included in addition to Ihtisham 
Malik and Owais Shah.  And our four Under 15 players in the Regional Development Centre (West) 
were joined by Amaan Ramzan in the “Western Warriors” Under 15 squad.  



As the 2015 outdoor approached, and in to the early weeks of it, the club again partnered with its 
"sister" Charity, The Community Coaching Initiative, to deliver over 150 hours of cricket coaching in
no fewer than eighteen local schools.  Building on relationships established over many years, this 
programme remains critical in attracting new players to the game, as well as the club; forges 
important links with the community in which the club lives; and assists in attracting vital partnership 
funding support without which our junior programme could not function.  Critical to the delivery of 
this community coaching were Niel Bredenkamp and Christopher Graham, the club's overseas 
player/coaches in 2015, both of whom were with us here at Shawholm for the first time. 

Turning now to a more detailed review of season 2015. The 63 matches played was ten percent 
fewer than in 2014, reflecting the poorer weather. Particularly hard hit were the Sunday morning
"Kwik Cricket" festivals for Under 10s, no fewer than ten being washed out.  The matches that did 
beat the weather also included just six by the Academy side that competed in the senior Evening 
League and Sunday League, more than two-thirds of this side’s scheduled matches being called 
off.  

The Academy side did, however, perform well when its games beat the weather, and it won its 
Evening League division.

There was also success at the other end of the junior hardball cricket spectrum with the Under 11s 
winning the league after completing an unbeaten season.  Well done to them!  But their success 
wasn’t the only one, the Under 19s finished off the season in great style with a thrilling win over 
local rivals Clydesdale CC in the Frank Smith Trophy Final, at Titwood.  Set 131 to win, 35 was 
scored off the final sixteen deliveries of the match to see the side home, with Elliott Rousen – in his 
final junior appearance – scoring an unbeaten 54 from just 49 balls to secure a successful, and 
thrilling, run-chase.

The other age-group sides also had successful seasons, with no team finishing lower than third in 
their division.  The Under 18s and Under 13s were third, and the Under 15s were league runners-
up.  And in cup competitions, though no others were eventually won, there were also good 
performances.  The Under 13s won the third/fourth place play off against Broomhall CC on Finals 
Day in the ECB Under 13 National Club Championship, a feat repeated by the Under 15s when 
they beat Huntly CC in the third/fourth place play off on Finals Day in the ECB Under 15 National 
Club Championship.  And the Under 18s were beaten semi-finalists in the Under 13 Scottish Cup.  

Playing as many junior matches as the club does, on so many days, involves a lot of people and 
our thanks are due to Niel Bredenkamp and Christopher Graham, already named, for their 
contributions in this regard.  In addition however specific thanks should be given to Anjum Aslam, 
Grant Cathcart, Phil Cooke, Bill and Caroline Harden, David and Eilidh James, Muhammad 
Maqsood, Hassan Noor Paganwala, Safder Rana and Sudath Loku Yaddehige, regulars in 
organising, managing and/or transporting players to and from matches.  Without this very practical 
support and help the club's junior programme would – could – not function.

Looking beyond club cricket we continue to see our players selected for representative teams and 
squads, and selected for development programmes.  I have already mentioned those youngsters 
involved in winter 2014-15's representative training squads.  Bringing this up-to-date, at present we
have four players in the 2015-16 Cricket Scotland Academy programme (of whom three have been 
selected in the Scotland Under 19 squad to play in the ICC U19 CWC in Bangladesh early in 
2016).  The club also has two players in Cricket Scotland's provisional Regional Development 
Centre winter programme.

And, in Abtaha Maqsood, the club's first woman international player, the club will have a 
representative at the ICC Women’s WT20Q event taking place in Tailand in late November/early 
December 2015.

In fact season 2015 was a “first” for the club in terms of junior national age-group representation, 
with the club having at least one junior player – both male and female – selected at every age-



group.  Abtaha Maqsood played for Scotland Women Under 17s, Aliyan Qureshi for Scotland 
Under 15s, and Ihtisham Malik and Owais Shah for both Scotland Under 17s and 19s.  
Congratulations to these four players. 

The clubs’ juniors also played important parts in the successes of both the “Western Warriors” 
Under 15s and 18s who both won their respective inter-regional championships. 

In junior club cricket, there were good individual performances during, and over the course of, the 
season.  At Under 18, Owais Shah’s 245 runs included an unbeaten century, and saw him average 
35.  Calum James, still an Under 15, was the next highest run scorer in Under 18 cricket with 190 
runs at 27, including a maiden half century at this age-group.  Lewis James, with thirteen wickets at 
8, was the highest wicket taker, Robert Cathcart’s ten wickets making him the other bowler with a 
double-digit haul.  

In the Under 15 age-group, three batters scored more than 300 runs, Amaan Ali topping the 
averages with 30, but Calum James’s 329 runs seeing him score most runs.  Aliyan Qureshi, with 
305 runs, was the third member of this “300 Club”.  And Amaan Ali can reasonably lay claim to the 
best all-rounder in this age-group too, his eighteen wickets at 9, making him the highest wicket 
taker.  In taking eighteen wickets he just pipped Sohaib Shah, whose seventeen wickets came at 
11 a-piece.  Uzzair Shah (eleven) and Joe Spence (ten) were the other bowlers taking at least ten 
wickets.  

Sohaib Shah was still Under 13 however, and his 218 runs saw him top that age-group’s batting 
averages – with 36 – as well as ending up as the highest run scorer.  Dilina Loku Yaddehige’s 112 
runs at 22 are also worth mentioning given he missed a large part of the season whilst back in Sri 
Lanka.  And as Amaan Ali had done in the Under 15 age-group, Sohaib Shah also ended up top 
wicket-taker, his sixteen wickets coming at 12 each.  Abdullah Rana and Dilina Loku Yaddehige 
(like Sohaib Shah, also still Under 13) took ten wickets each.  

And in Under 11 cricket (played under "pairs cricket" rules) Nabeel Khan scored 105 runs and was 
dismissed just the once leaving him with a season’s average of over 100!  James Cathcart, 
meanwhile, had a season to remember with the ball, taking 21 wickets at just 3!  But the Under 
11s’ league title wasn’t secured by just the performances of these two players, outstanding though 
they be.  Four other players averaged more than 40 with the bat, and eight bowlers returned 
economy rates of under 2.5! 

Wrapping up this report, I've mentioned the out-of-season indoor and community coaching already, 
but 2015 again saw junior coaching at Shawholm on weekday evenings, and my thanks are due to 
Niel Bredenkamp and Christopher Graham who gave of their time in this regard.  Mention by name 
should also be given to David James who continues to be the keystone of much of the club’s junior 
programme.

Our ground-staff should also be thanked, and in this regard Groundsman Scott McCutcheon 
should be named-checked, as should Russell Lauder and Christopher Graham in particular – who 
worked hard on the ground in a year where the elements were too often against them. Their 
efforts mean that the club is able to provide a standard of playing facility that is second-to-none as 
far as what juniors at other clubs are being provided with.

2015 also saw our partnerships with a number of local secondary schools continue, a number 
using Shawholm as their "home" ground.  Shawholm also hosted a number of junior representative 
matches.

In closing then – and making no apology for finishing as I have been able to do in recent years:
“Our junior section remains in good heart, continues to introduce youngsters to the game of cricket, 
tries to develop good players within a comprehensive programme, whilst at the same time, and as 
importantly, encouraging as broad an involvement by as many people as possible in this area.  We 



also try to emphasise that playing the game in the correct manner, and remind our young players 
that they represent their club and families whilst doing so, is as important.”

Keith G Young
Junior Convenor
February 2016



House Convenor's report
Poloc Cricket Club AGM, February 2016

This year the focus was very much on the maintenance of the fabric of the building with very 
limited resources available.

1. Clubhouse works

We had a number of the new windows smashed early in 2015 by vandals, which then had 
to be repaired and replaced under insurance.

Blinds were fitted to home and away dressing rooms and to the tennis lounge to assist with 
changing arrangements for teams.

A number of internal and external light fittings had to be replaced throughout the year.

There has been some damage done throughout the year to both ladies and gents toilet 
areas through external functions, which add to the work required to maintain these areas.

2. Future plans/concerns

As I mentioned last year as a matter of urgency we require replacing the old oil tank at the 
rear of the clubhouse with a new bunded plastic tank.  The current tank is now so corroded 
that it frequently contains more oil than water.

The main outside of the clubhouse requires to be painted through the summer with white 
masonry paint with any further work being carried out on loose and crumbling brickwork.

Further refurbishment of the dressing room areas will take place with the gents tennis 
dressing room and home dressing room being brought into line with the away dressing 
room layout. 

The ladies toilet area requires urgent refurbishment and we have to look at making some 
provision for disabled toilet access within the premises too.

The seating in the bar lounge area is in a much poorer state of repair than last year.  I have 
replaced many of the seats in the lounge with the old red chairs (which despite being over 
30 years old are in much better condition).  We need to decide how to progress this in 2016 
as with increased function use the condition of the fabric of the lounge is embarrassing.

Kenneth JA Robertson
House Convenor
February 2016



Refreshments Convenor's report
Poloc Cricket Club AGM, February 2016

1. Bar works

New glassware has been installed behind the bar namely pint glasses and wine glasses. I 
am currently looking into obtaining some high ball glasses also based on the demand for 
the particular types of functions we have recently been hosting. 

Bar remains in the same poor condition, reported at the past two AGMs, with no funds 
available to make required alterations this will remain the case until there is a higher 
volume of function bookings being generated all year round. 

2. Stocking policy

Again no extreme changes were made to the products in which we stock, instead for any 
specific requests were catered for as per the individual needs of the particular event. 

We are in the process of removing draft “Best” as an option. We simply do not sell enough 
to sustain the cost. There is far too much wastage. This is an ongoing process, the best 
remains in place with kegs being purchased for specific events only. 

All stock is currently in date and on a rotation to be sold in date in order to avoid any 
wastage.

3. Future works/events

The whole bar is still in a state of disrepair with beer mats holding up shelves and surfaces 
unable to be cleaned effectively due to rot and years of use on surfaces. Shelves have 
collapsed several times throughout the year. I am not confident in the shelving structure, 
however as mentioned we do not have sufficient fridge space. 

The ice machine does not generate enough ice to last an evening. Ice is being bought in for 
almost all events held. 

The interest in the club function space continues to go from strength to strength however 
again we need the support of the entire committee to make this work in our favour.  Going 
forward there still needs to be a better support system in place for ensuring functions are 
covered by members of the committee.  Keith Young and I cannot afford the time to do 
them on our own and I can’t continue to rely on my friends to help me in future.  There are 
enough of us in the team to make this happen between us.  We have an amazing space to 
sell and it has every potential to be a real money maker. 

There is still too much movement behind the bar during the cricket season on match days and 
training evenings.  Risk of spirit bottles and other bar products being accidently smashed is still to 
be addressed. Can I ask the House Convenor and the President to come forward with a proposal 
to rectify this issue?

There has been a good amount of private functions held in the club house throughout the year, 
some more lucrative than others, however it is important we continue to take these bookings and 
generate a bar spend other than that of the members during the season as this is continually 
depleting. I would like to take this opportunity to thank the General Committee members, who 
could make themselves available, for their support throughout the year from helping out behind the 
bar to opening up the club to receive the bar deliveries when I have been unavailable. 

There is an existing interest in the use of our clubhouse space and bar.  I feel the bar would benefit 
from the existence of a Social Convenor order to put the right processes in place in order to 



maximise on this. If anyone can think of a suitable candidate I really feel this would be beneficial 
going forward. 

Emily Coyle
Refreshments Convenor
February 2016


