
Secretary's report 
Poloc Cricket Club AGM, November 2014 
 
Total membership currently stands at 170, a decrease of 11 on last year's figure of 181 recorded 
members.  
 
The breakdown is: 
 
Life  3 (down 1 on 2013) 
Full  68 (down 1 on 2013) 
Student 11 (up 2 on 2013) 
Junior  54 (down 9 on 2013) 
Restricted 17 (as 2013) 
Country 17 (down 2 on 2013) 
 
Last year's drive on contacting former players who have moved away nearly retained its 2013 
number of Country members.  As ever, the key to a more sustainable future is attracting and 
retaining more full members and juniors. 
 
It is with regret that I must record the death in October 2014 of Andy Watt, an ex-member whose 
business, John Brown Cater Hire, now run by his son, we still use for functions.       
 
   
Keith LP Sheridan 
Secretary 
November 2014 



Cricket report 
Poloc Cricket Club AGM, November 2014 
 
There was again a lot of cricket played this year, courtesy of the weather, with –spookily – 123 
matches being completed by the club at all levels. 53 matches were called off, compared to 45 in 
2013 and 96 in 2012. The club's win:loss:tie record of 81-42-0 also compared well with the 84-47-1 
in 2013, and the 40-52-0 in 2012. The 2014 season again also saw the continued progression of 
younger players in senior cricket. 
 
The 1st XI finished sixth in the CSL First Division. This was a disappointing finish after winning our 
first three league games, however I firmly believe that this season was an improvement on 2013, 
with more of the club’s juniors contributing well to the team throughout the season. The season 
included a win over Kelburne who gained promotion, as well a dramatic win against Dumfries in the 
Scottish Cup when we managed to comfortably (!) defend 77. We narrowly lost to Ayr in the 
quarter-final of the West League Cup, losing by 9 runs after Ayr had posted 160. The run in this 
competition included wins against Premier League opposition in East Kilbride, Drumpellier and 
West of Scotland. 
 
The Shawholm XI won the CSL Reserve League for the third year in a row and had a run to the 
semi-final of the Western Cup, only losing to the Irvine 1st XI at that stage. The Shawholm XI's 
success was a real club effort with no fewer than 27 players playing in league games during the 
season. 
 
This season saw the club enter two Sunday XIs for the first time, with both teams, the Academy 
and the Panthers, winning their respective divisions. In the evening league, two teams were also 
entered, with the Panthers winning Division 2 and the Academy coming fourth in Division 3 South. 
 
Beyond team performances, our overseas players again contributed much: Malcolm Nofal scored 
424 runs in CSL and Scottish Cup cricket at an average of 47.1, and took 15 wickets at 17 during 
his first season with us. Pierce Fletcher took 15 wickets at a little over 13 in his first season with us 
as Overseas Amateur. Thanks are due to Malcolm and Pierce for their work on the ground, and 
otherwise around the club – in particular coaching both in schools and with our own juniors. 
 
In terms of coaching, attendance at senior coaching was excellent, with many sessions, reflecting 
both the increased player numbers and competition for selection, seeing more than twenty players 
in attendance, often on evenings when one or both Evening League teams were in action. 
Sessions were well organised and included structured fitness and fielding work, as well as 
"netting". The good weather allowed the whole ground to be used on practice nights on most 
occasions, with centre-wicket practices being a normal component part. Thanks are due to all 
those involved in planning and running these twice-weekly sessions. 
 
We had many individual highlights over the course of the season. Malcolm’s 99 against Prestwick 
was a great effort that lead us to a league win, as was Craig Young’s unbeaten 58 and Anjum’s 52 
against Stirling County which helped us to chase down their score of 226. For the Panthers, there 
were two junior centurions, with Calum Stout scoring 108 against Kilmarnock – his first ton – and 
Owais Shah scoring 115 against West of Scotland. The batting highlight of the season, however, 
was Ross Armour’s 173 in the final game of the season for the Shawholm XI against Glenpark, 
also a first hundred. These are important milestones in the long-term development of progression 
of our younger players. 
 
There were also notable bowling performances for the 1st XI with Matt taking 5-47 against 
Kelburne and Malcolm Nofal taking 5-12 against Greenock. There were also "4-fors" for Hamid 
Mahmood, Hasseeb Zaker and Pierce Fletcher. For the Shawholm XI, Motassim Malik took 5-16 
against The Tryst and Hamid Mahmood took 5-17 and 5-19 in consecutive weeks against Glenpark 
and Williamfield. In the Sunday League, Under 14 Ahmed-Raza Hanif took 5-38 against Renfrew, 
and Saqib Ahmed took 5-15 for the Panthers against Prestwick in the Evening League. 
 



Beyond club cricket, representative team selection was achieved by a number of players. Abtaha 
Maqsood represented Scotland Women at both Under 17 and full senior levels. Craig Young 
captained Scotland at Development XI level and played for the Reivers in the North Sea Pro Series 
matches. Owais Shah played for both the Scotland Under 15 and 17 sides, and Ihtisham Malik 
played for Scotland Under 15s. Ross Armour also trialled at Scotland Under 17 level, and the club 
was well represented in the two Western Warriors regional age-group teams, inter-regional 
matches being played by Owais, Ihtisham and Ross, as well as Lewis James, Aliyan Qureshi, 
Elliott Rousen, Calum Stout and Douglas Willoughby. 
 
Thanks go to the Cricket Committee for their work during the year, as well as to our scorers Ronnie 
McGregor and Calum James. Thanks also to everyone involved in providing catering for home 
games, and to the captains of every team for their efforts throughout the year. 
 
Thanks also to Scott McCutcheon and Russell Lauder for their outstanding efforts on the ground 
during the season. 
 
Thanks to David James and others for organising the second Dads -v- Lads end-of season match. 
It was good to see the Lads level the series 1-1!  
 
It is hoped that with continued good weather and dedication to practice that the club will continue to 
see improvement during 2015. I firmly believe that we are going in the right direction, and that the 
commitment that we have made to our juniors will see the club do well in the coming years should 
everyone – individually and collectively – put in the amount of effort that is required of them to 
become better cricketers. 
 
 
Craig A Young 
Club Captain 
November 2014 
 



Junior Convenor's Report 
Poloc Cricket Club AGM, November 2014 
 
Season 2014, though finished, is still fresh in most memories.  It was a second consecutive season 
in which the weather was kind to us, and as a result lots of cricket was played.  Before reporting on 
the season's events, a brief word on some decisions taken before a ball was bowled.  In recent 
years the club has entered junior sides in every competition, both league and cup, local and 
national, open to it.  This included what are called the B Leagues.  These leagues, for us as a club, 
gave our junior players additional opportunities to play midweek twenty-over matches, around ten 
or so a season perhaps.  Over the winter, the decision was taken, however, to make a change in 
this regard, and instead of entering teams in the B Leagues, an Academy XI was entered in to the 
senior Evening League (T20) and senior Sunday League (40 overs-a-side).  This change would 
see our youngsters face stiffer competition, as well as play more matches in a longer format of the 
game.  This decision, I believe, was the right one as the club continues to develop its young 
players, as well as look to maximise the number and variety of matches in which juniors can play. 
 
Also by way of background, the junior winter programme – which again started just a month after 
the outdoor season ended, and ran weekly throughout the winter months – was both well attended, 
and – I believe – beneficial to our youngsters' development, as well as useful in attracting new 
juniors.  In addition to these now-regular weekly Sunday afternoon sessions, the club also engaged 
the professional coaching services of South African Con de Lange to work with a number of its 
younger players over the course of the winter, again on a weekly basis, these sessions taking 
place on weekday evenings.  This commitment by the club continues to reflect the investment we 
are making in our young players, both in terms of time and money.   
 
The winter also saw the club enter teams at all three age-groups in the WDJCU "Super 8s" Indoor 
Tournament held in Glasgow between Christmas and New Year.  The youngest competing team, 
the Under 12s, finished third in their age-group tournament to record the best-placed finish for the 
club.  Well done to them.   
 
Winter 2013-14 also saw a number of the club's youngsters involved in the Cricket Scotland 
Academy and Regional Development Centre programmes, as well as the Western Warrior regional 
winter training squads.  Ihtisham Malik and Owais Shah were both selected for the Academy, and 
Aliyan Qureshi was selected for the Regional Development Centre.  Western Warrior winter 
training squad places were secured by Ross Armour, Lewis James, Elliott Rousen and Douglas 
Willoughby at Under 18 level, and Calum James at Under 15 level. 
 
The run-up to, and early weeks of, the new season also saw the club again partner with its "sister" 
Charity, The Community Coaching Initiative, to deliver over 160 hours of cricket coaching in 
seventeen local schools.  Building on relationships established over many years, this programme 
remains critical in attracting new players to the game, as well as the club; forges important links 
with the community in which the club lives; and assists in attracting vital partnership funding 
support without which our junior programme could not function.  Critical to the delivery of this 
community coaching were Malcolm Nofal and Pierce Fletcher, the club's overseas player/coaches 
in 2014, both of whom were with us here at Shawholm for the first time.  
 
Turning to a review of the season now.  In total, no fewer than 70 junior matches were played 
(excluding the 31 that were cancelled, mainly due to the weather).  There were also seven Sunday 
"Kwik Cricket" festivals attended by our Under 10s, a further six being washed out.  The 70 
matches played included fifteen by the Academy side that, as mentioned, competed in the senior 
Evening League and Sunday League. 
 
And in both instances the Academy side performed well.  It won its Sunday League division, and 
finished fourth in its Evening League division.   
 
In the junior leagues it was a case of so-near-yet-so-far, with a bit of "what might've been" thrown 
in.  The Under 18s finished runners-up, losing only twice and being the only side to beat the league 



winners.  The Under 15s mirrored their older cousins by finishing joint second, again losing just the 
twice, and again being the only side to beat the league winners!  Third place was the finishing 
position for the Under 13s, who suffered just three losses in their ten-match campaign, whilst the 
Under 11s reached the Under 11 Finals Day, but had to settle for yet another runners-up spot 
when Ayr CC beat them in the final on a gloriously-warm September Sunday afternoon at 
Meikleriggs.   
 
In addition to participation in the WDJCU leagues, the club's age-group teams also competed in all 
ECB and Cricket Scotland cup competitions open to them, as well as the WDJCU Under 13 
League Cup and Frank Smith Trophy competitions.  The last of these saw the Under 18s qualify for 
its Finals Day, a day held over until 2015 after two cancellations due to the weather.   
 
Competing in such an array of competitions, and physically fielding sides in so many matches or so 
many days, requires the hard work of many people.  Thanks are due to Malcolm Nofal and Pierce 
Fletcher, already named, for their contributions in this regard.  In addition however specific thanks 
should be given to David James, Grant Cathcart and Anjum Aslam, all of whom were "regulars" in 
organising, managing and transporting players to and from, matches.  Without this help the club's 
junior programme would simply fail to exist.   
 
Looking beyond club cricket we continue to see our players selected for representative teams and 
squads, and selected for development programmes.  I have already mentioned those youngsters 
involved in winter 2013's representative training squads.  Bringing this up-to-date, at present we 
have three players in the 2014-15 Under 17 Cricket Scotland Academy programme, and another 
one in the Western Warriors Under 18 squad.  Then at Under 15 age-group, three of the eight 
players in Cricket Scotland's Regional Development Centre are Poloc juniors.  Representation in 
the younger age-group Area Squads is also encouraging, with eleven of our juniors – the same 
number as in 2013 – being selected for the South Glasgow Under 12 and 14 squads last year.  We 
also continue to have, in Abtaha Maqsood, the club's first woman international player, Abtaha 
having again represented Scotland Women at Under 17 in 2014 in addition to making her full 
senior women's international debut in 2014.   
 
Junior international honours were also achieved by Ihtisham Malik and Owais Shah, both of whom 
played for Scotland Under 15s throughout the season, and were integral to the side winning the 
ECB Under 15 Cup, beating Gloucestershire at Meikleriggs in the final on the 6th of September.  
Owais also won representative honours at Scotland Under 17 level.  Congratulations to both 
players.   
 
There were strong individual performances by junior players at club level too.  In the Under 18 age-
group, Under 18 Captain Elliott Rousen scored 295 runs at 59 to top the batting averages, Owais 
Shah running him close in the aggregate runs stakes scoring 275 runs at 39.  Ross Armour (158) 
and Calum Stout (113) were the other Under 18 batters to score more than 100 runs in the season.  
With the ball Robert Cathcart (ten wickets at 10) and Haider Akram (ten wickets at 17) were the top 
wicket-takers, whilst Ihtisham Malik's 26 overs cost just 3.4 runs each as he topped the economy 
rankings.   
 
In the Under 15 age-group, Owais Shah's 195 runs at 28 saw him finish with the best batting 
average, run close by Ihtisham Malik whose average of 22 saw him score two runs more than 
Owais.  Uzzair Shah (117) was the other batter scoring more than 100n runs.  Hamaad Anwar's 
eight wickets was the best wicket-haul in the Under 15s, Aliyan Qureshi (22 overs costing 3.1 
apiece) just pipping Ihtisham Malik (34 overs costing 3.2 each) to the most-economical bowler 
award.   
  
Uzzair Shah dominated the Under 13 batting averages, scoring 244 runs at 49, younger brother 
Sohaib averaging 22, and scoring 197 runs, finishing second in the averages.  Hamaad Anwar was 
the standout Under 13 wicket-taker with fifteen wickets at 12.1, Uzzair and Sohaib both taking 
twelve wickets to finish tucked in behind Hamaad.   
 



And in Under 11 cricket (played under "pairs cricket" rules) Sohaib Shah amassed 171 runs, with 
Samee Mehmood (121), Hassaan Mehmood (113) and Abdul Malik (110) the other batters scoring 
100 or more runs in the season.  Sohaib also dominated the bowling averages taking an 
impressive 32 wickets in the Under 11 age-group.  Nabeel Khan with nineteen wickets at 9.1 was 
the other standout wicket-taker, with Samee Mehmood (twelve wickets), James Cathcart (twelve 
wickets) and Moiz Maqsood (eleven wickets) also taking more than ten wickets over the course of 
the season.   
 
At the start of this report I mentioned the Academy side that competed in senior cricket in 2014, 
and there were a number of strong individual performances here too.  Elliott Rousen scored 201 
runs at an average of 67 to top the batting averages, whilst Ahmed-Raza Hanif's sixteen wickets at 
10.1 saw him finish as the Academy's top wicket-taker. 
 
Wrapping up this report, I've mentioned the out-of-season indoor and community coaching already, 
but 2014 again saw junior coaching at Shawholm on weekday evenings, and my thanks are due to 
Malcolm Nofal and Pierce Fletcher who gave so much of their time, and willingly, in this regard.  
Mention by name should also be given to David James and Anjum Aslam in this regard, both of 
who were – and still are – mainstays at junior coaching and practice sessions.  As I always say at 
this juncture: the club's junior programme simply wouldn't function without the input of such people. 
 
Our ground-staff should also be thanked, and in this regard Groundsman Scott McCutcheon is due 
our gratitude, as are Russell Lauder and our overseas players – Pierce Fletcher in particular – who 
worked hard on the ground.  It is only because of the time and efforts of people like this that we are 
able to provide a standard of playing facility that is second-to-none as far as what juniors at other 
clubs are being provided with. 
 
2014 also saw our partnership agreement with both Glasgow Caledonian University continue, as 
well as a new partnership with Strathclyde University commence.  A number of local secondary 
schools used Shawholm as their "home" ground too, and we again hosted a number of junior 
representative matches. 
 
In closing then – and making no apology for finishing as I have done in recent years – our junior 
section remains in good heart, continues to introduce youngsters to the game of cricket, tries to 
develop good players within a comprehensive programme, whilst at the same time, and as 
importantly, encouraging as broad an involvement by as many people as possible in this area.  We 
also try to emphasise that playing the game in the correct manner, and remind our young players 
that they represent their club and families whilst doing so, is as important. 
 
  
Keith G Young 
Junior Convenor 
November 2014



 
House Convenor's report 
Poloc Cricket Club AGM, November 2014 
 
Over the year a number of improvements have been made to the fabric of the building. 
 
1. Clubhouse works 

 

• Refurbishment of the away dressing room area took place with the removal of the kit 
cupboard.  This took place just before the start of the cricket season and created a much 
improved space for visiting teams. 
 

• The gents toilet and shower areas were freshened up with new paint on walls and floors at 
the start of the season and some work was done on the ladies toilet later in the year. 
 

• The enclosure fence was painted during the summer to prevent further rust damage. 
 
2. Future plans 

 

• As a matter of urgency we require to replace the old oil tank at the rear of the clubhouse 
with a new bunded plastic tank.  
 

• The main outside of the clubhouse will be painted through the summer with white masonry 
paint with any further work being carried out on loose and crumbling brickwork. 
 

• Further refurbishment of the dressing room areas will take place with the gents’ tennis 
dressing room and home dressing room being brought into line with the away dressing 
room layout.  
 

• The ladies toilet area requires a refurbishment and we have to look at making some 
provision for disabled toilet access within the premises too. 
 

• The seating in the bar lounge area is in a poorer state of repair than last year.  We are still 
trying to source replacement seating at a reasonable cost or looking at recovering many of 
the existing damaged chairs.  If anyone hears of hotels/other clubs replacing lounge 
furniture please let me know. 

 
 
Kenneth JA Robertson 
House Convenor 
November 2014 



Refreshments Convenor's report 
Poloc Cricket Club AGM, November 2014 
 
1. Bar works 
 

• General tidying of the bar area has been completed on several occasions throughout the 
season, the disrespect the bar area has been shown by members of the club is quite 
astonishing. At absolutely no point at all should there be any unauthorised people behind 
the bar. Kit bags should not be dragged through this area, I have told them time and time 
again. I would now ask that the team captains ensure this is made clear to all players. 

 

• Administrative documents previously kept behind the bar have been moved to the back bar 
area with a view to moving them to a safe and secure home in the committee room for 
cashing up, etc.   
 

• New glassware has been installed behind the bar namely pint glasses and wine glasses.  
 

2. Stocking policy 
 

• No extreme changes were made to the products in which we stock instead for any specific 
requests were catered for as per the individual needs of the particular event.  
 

• We are in the process of removing draft Best as an option. We simply do not sell enough to 
sustain the cost. There is far too much wastage.  
 

• Single serve wine bottles have been replaced by regular sized bottles of wine. We do not 
have the space or need for the single serve bottles of wine. 

 

• All stock is currently in date and on a rotation to be sold in date order to avoid any wastage.  
 
3. Future works/events 
 

• The whole bar is still in a state of disrepair with beer mats holding up shelves and surfaces 
unable to be cleaned effectively due to rot and years of use on surfaces. A shelf collapsed 
mid-service during the recent wedding we hosted causing disruption to service as well as 
spoiling stock. The bar will simply not make the money we need it to in its current state. It is 
not on a par with any of the clubs I visited throughout the season and really needs some 
attention. I am not confident in the shelving structure, we do not have sufficient fridge space 
and the ice machine does not generate enough ice to last an evening.  
 

• The interest in the club function space continues to go from strength to strength however 
we need the support of the entire General Committee to make this work in our favour. 
Going forward there needs to be a better support system in place for ensuring functions are 
covered by members of the General Committee. I cannot afford the time to do them all on 
my own and I won’t be drafting in my friends to help me in future. There are enough of us in 
the team to make this happen between us. We have an amazing space and it has every 
potential to be a real money maker.  
 

I touched on this earlier with regards to kit bags, etc. however I feel it is necessary to highlight a 
point made by Russell Lauder last year and again make the General Committee aware about the 
continued concerns I now have in regards to club members using the spirit cupboard as a locker 
for their valuables. There is too much movement on match days and training evenings of players 
giving themselves access to the spirit cupboard. Risk of spirit bottles and other bar products being 
accidently smashed is still to be addressed. Can I ask the House Convenor and the President to 
come forward with a proposal to rectify this issue?  
 



I'd like to take this opportunity to thank Paul Carson, Jodie Adshead, Kerry Peppard for their hard 
work and efforts. Without them the bar could not function. I'd also like to take this opportunity to 
thank the General Committee members for their support throughout the year from helping out 
behind the bar to opening up the club to receive the bar deliveries when I've been unavailable.  
 
We had a very busy season with functions almost every week for the summer months which is 
fantastic and now we know we can do it things are only going to get busier, there is a lot to be 
excited about in 2015. 
 
 
Emily Coyle 
Refreshments Convenor 
November 2014 



Social Events Convenor's report 
Poloc Cricket Club AGM, November 2014 
 
Fellow members 
 
Unusual for me, I haven't got much to say, but a few thanks to those who toiled away and 
organised/ran all the functions and special efforts this year whilst I took the plaudits and did 
nothing. 
 
Major thanks go to Emily, Russell, Jodie, Eilidh, Kerry, Paul, Stephen, et al for all their hard work in 
ensuring all functions were staffed, stocked and enjoyed by all that attended.  Your efforts are 
appreciated.  
 
The club held another "Ladies Day" which was again successful and will hopefully be a returning 
evening for next season.   
 
In addition, there was an end of season party that was well supported.  
 
The club has again seen an influx of functions which has provided invaluable income to the club 
coffers – but more is needed.  As a reminder to all members, if you, or a friend, wish to hire the 
club for an event, please get in touch. 
 
 
Matthew R Coyle 
Social Events Convenor 
November 2014 
 


