
Shawholm open their 2018 account with a win [posted 05/05/18] 
Skipper Usman Zakir finally managed to lead his troops onto the battlefield today, as 
Shawholm's 2018 season finally got underway at Henry Thow Oval.  St. Ninian's were the 
opposition, and hosts.  After guessing wrong at the toss, Dr. Uzzi was invited to bowl first.  
Rob' and Habib took the new ball, with the experienced Lawler opening for St. Ninian's, 
alongwith Bartsch.  And it would be Rob' that made the early breakthrough, dismissing 
Bartsch for 0.  10 for 1.  In fact both new ball bowlers did their jobs, returning a combined 
14.4-4-31, with Rob' arguably the standout, taking 2 for 15 in 9.4 overs, including finishing 
off the home side's innings by getting rid of Morrison.  In between there was also a good 
spell from Murtaza (3 for 37), as well as a wicket-a-piece for Hassan, Mohammed, Hasan and 
Aman.  In fact only Akshay wouldn't get a mention in the bowling despatches.  [Ed: Akshay's 
time to shine would come later though!] 166 all out then, with the St. Ninian's innings closing 
in the 45th over.  
  
After tea, the Shawholm run-chase was spear-headed by Nomy and Irfan.  Nomy (5) would 
be dismissed early, but his demise didn't start any sort of collapse as Irfan, and new partner 
Akshay, steadied any nerves and built a tremendous second-wicket partnership of 110 that 
all-but secured their side the win.  As it was, both batters would depart, Irfan for 50, and 
Akshay for 52.  This left the stage clear for Dr. Uzzi (3*) and Murtaza (16*) to guide 
Shawholm across the finish line, the winning runs scored in the 36th over.  
  
So a seven-wicket win against a side that very often proves to be a tricky opponent for 
Shawholm.  Next up is Titwood at home, next Saturday.  
 


