
Signing off with a loss [posted 29/08/15] 
The last league match today saw, unfortunately, the fourth defeat of the season for the 'Loc.  
The victors were Stenhousemuir, the league winners.  The win also meant that, despite being 
turned over in the Scottish Cup, the side from The Tryst had "done the double" over the 
'Loc.  And the result sees the side finish third in the league. 
  
The 'Loc were batting first after the toss, a late change in the line-up caused by Bredders' 
injury meaning that Anjii and Abid opened.  Abid had been drafted in for Bredders, and the 
batting order reshuffle saw Owais, Chris' and Pasty slide down the order.  The other changes 
in the side saw Aliyan and Beast retain their places with Izzy (work) and Imran (holiday) both 
unavailable.  The innings didn't start well however, as the Stennie bowlers made good use of 
a challenging wicket after another horrible week of weather.  Anjii went first ball, Abid made 
2, and Chris' just the 1.  Owais (14) and Pasty (33) then added only 12 before Owais was 
fourth out, bringing Stiffy to the middle.  Him and Pasty put on 60 for the fifth wicket, with 
extras - eventually totalling 33 - contributing healthily.  But Elliott would then depart for 9, 
and the rest of the order capitulated pretty cheaply.  98 all out, though nearly 47 overs used.  
Pasty the equal top-scorer with 33, along with extras! 
  
The Stenhousemuir reply saw them reach their target, five-down, in the 34th over, 
highlighting two things: 1. it was a tricky surface; and 2. what might another 25 runs have 
achieved?  Just one other batter making some kind of contribution.  But it wasn't to be.  Ihty 
and Aliyan opening the bowling and returning figures of 10-0-32-1 must be the youngest 
opening bowling combination in the CSL today we guess, and Pasty (5-2-13-2) again 
evidenced that there's maybe - on the right wicket - something more he can contribute if he 
bowled himself more.  Stennie's top scorer was professional Jappie, with 27, with none of the 
others getting past 20.  Crazy Horse was the other bowler grabbing a wicket, Owais 
executing a run out to complete the account of how the five wickets fell.  100 for 5, and a 
five-wicket loss to end the season. 
  
So another season done, and another that saw further evolution in the Poloc side.  Today's 
side saw six players aged 21 or younger, and Rosco - one of those unavailable today - would 
have been another junior in contention for a place.  So given the third place finish, and good 
cup performances, a season of progress.  But, saying that, whatever success there's been has 
also been reliant on too few individuals with Bredders and Imran taking 55 (49.5%) of the 
111 league wickets to be taken, and Bredders, Pasty and Chris' scoring 1,050 (58.9%) of the 
1,782 league runs scored by the side.  Such a reliance simply means that more players need 
to make more of a contribution if consistency of team performance is to be achieved.  And, of 
course, it also means the opportunity exists for anyone - with bat or ball - to make such a 
contribution.  The potential of some of the younger players has, of course, been seen, with 
Owais (160 league runs) and Ithy (nineteen league wickets) being two examples, both still 
being Under 16s.  More will be expected of them, and the other young players coming 
through the club's junior ranks, with the commitment remaining to provide senior cricketing 
opportunities for them to see just which ones can make the transition to playing at this level.  
Mention, too, of Izzy's first season: sixteen league wickets at under 19 represents a fine first 
season in CSL cricket.  Pasty's 814 runs in all 1st XI matches is also worthy of mention as is 
Bredders taking no fewer than 57 wickets, in addition to also scoring over 800 runs, in all 
competitions.  Both impressive individual contributions.  
  
Finally, thanks, too, to Bredders and Chris', our two overseas players, for their contributions 
over the season, to Ronnie for his scoring services, to Andrea for preparing cricket teas, 
groundsman Scott McCutcheon for his hard work in what's been a really challenging season 
weather-wise, and the many others around the club without whose help cricket just couldn't 
happen.  Thank you.  Here's to season 2016; as they say, the hard work starts here, and 
now. 
  
Tricky [posted 22/08/15] 



"Tricky" is the word indeed.  A tricky surface that is.  New Anniesland was today's venue as 
the 'Loc travelled over the river to take on Glasgow Accies.  A they were met by a challenging 
surface that would - of course - be "the same for both sides", but would be difficult 
nonetheless.  Throw in a slow outfield and this was never going to be a run-fest.  What in 
fact it was, was a dot-fest.  In all only 216 runs would be scored in over 82 overs, with 21 of 
these coming in wides.  [Ed: 20 from Accies it's maybe worth adding.]  
  
The first 132 runs were the 'Loc's and came in a first innings that saw Chris', almost 
remarkably, score 40.  This'd be way more than anyone else on the day and represents a 
near super-human feat of patience and endurance, as well as no little skill.  He did put on 38 
with Pasty for the second wicket in the biggest partnership of the day, but after he'd 
departed if it hadn't been for really important lower order runs from Flanners (16), Beast (16) 
and Aliyan (18*) 132 might not been posted come the end of the 'Loc's allocation of overs.  
132 for 9 then, home bowler Malik the best of the bunch for Accies with 4 for 41 in his fifteen 
overs.  133 to win.  
  
133 to win.  Might as well have been 583.  2 for 2 was the home side's start to their reply, 
then 33 for 3, no make that 4, as batting proved no easier in the second innings than it had 
been in the first.  After Ihty's opening five-over spell that saw him bowl home skipper, and 
key batter, Andrew, for 0, it was the Imy and Bredders show.  The former would take 4 for 
17 in his fifteen overs, whilst Niel took 5 for 22 in his 9.4 overs.  Carnage.  And had it not 
been for a completely bizarre over from Beast that went for 26 (!?!), Accies' total of 84 all out 
might've been much lower.  
  
So a win.  But tough work.  And likely no fun for either batting line up.  But such has been 
this summer's weather that there's absolutely no implied criticism in the comments about 
how tricky the wicket was; it's just that it was "tricky".  Next up are Stenhousemuir next 
Saturday in the final Saturday league match of season 2015.  
  
Runners-up [posted 16/08/15] 
Today saw the club host the Murgitroyd T20 Finals Day, and with the ground bathed in warm 
summer sunshine throughout, the 'Loc were eventually beaten by a strong Forfarshire side in 
the final, after coming through the first semi- against Dumfries. 
 
Batting first in both matches, the side posted 128 and defended it against the Borders club, 
but were never really "at the races" in the defeat to Forfarshire, their first innings' score of 
104 being below par.  Forfarshire were deserved winners on the day having chased 148 to 
beat Watsonians in the second semi-, doing so with around five overs to go, going at 10-an-
over, a feat they repeated as they chased the 'Loc's 104 at the same rate.  Craig Wallace was 
particularly destructive in both matches, scoring consecutive half centuries.  For the 'Loc 
though there was no disgrace, the semi-final win seeing good knocks from Owais and Chris', 
and a "5-for" for Izzy, including a hat-trick!  There were also three really good outfield 
catches from Ihty (two) and Scotty.  And then in the final when Wallace was again going 
beserk, and Leask was hitting balls in to the Cart, Ihty's figures of 1 for 17 in just under three 
overs were impressive.  So - finally - defeat in a T20 this season.  It's been a good run, and 
it's to be hoped that the progress seen in this form can be further developed for the longer 
form of the game, and the nucleus of what's a young side under a young skipper can 
continue to develop together.  The players again performed well today, representing their 
club, and indeed the WDCU, creditably.  Well done.  And well done to Forfarshire, deserved 
winners on the day.  Updated statistics and the scorecard are online. 
  
Comfortable in Killie [posted 15/08/15] 
The 'Loc ran out comfortable winners in the first league game down in Kilmarnock for many 
years.  After winning the toss, Pasty elected to bat first and Owais (33) and Chris' (28) gave 
the side a decent start, putting on 67 for the first wicket.  Their opening stand was then 
added to by a second 50+ run partnership, this time between Bredders (59) and Pasty (45), 
these two putting on 89 for the third wicket after Chris' had followed Owais back to the 



pavilion.  158 for 4 was the scoreboard total when Bredders  was out, his knock including a 
buntalicious six maximums.  [Ed: and more of maximums later!]  Pasty batted on until in to 
the last ten overs, before holing out, but this left time for cameos from Shankar (22) on 
league debut, Flanners (28) and Ihty (12*), with only Stiffy and Imran missing out.  254 for 8 
was the final total.  But what of more maximum talk we hear you say?  Well, unbelievably 
perchance, but it's true: Flanners struck a cricket ball and it went through the air and landed 
over the boundary rope!    Honestly!  
  
The Killie reply started with Jawad and Azeem, and they made steady progress until Jawad 
was dismissed by Ihty, Stiffy taking the catch.  Both Ahmeds' wickets then fell in quick 
succession as 44 for 1 became 46 for 3.  Azeem was still in however, and en route to top-
score with 36.  But he couldn't hang on to partners it would seem, and he'd eventually be 
dismissed himself with the score on 68.  68 for 5, Mustafa having gone with the score on 64.  
From this juncture things just fell apart really for the 'Loc's hosts: batters seven through 
eleven managed just 7 runs between them and the side collapsed to 100 all out.  There'd be 
a brace of wickets, each, for Ihty, Imran, Crazy Horse and Pasty, with that man Flanners 
picking up the last wicket courtesy of a stumping by Bredders who'd taken the gloves.  Again, 
incredible.....but true! 
  
Old failings rear their heads [posted 08/08/15] 
The 'Loc's old failings again reared their heads today in the 24-run loss at home to Prestwick.  
Notwithstanding this season's successes in cup competitions, most over just twenty overs, 
the fact remains that the side continues to fall down, too often, in the same areas.  Too often 
a full 50 overs isn't batted when this is needed.  Too often there's an over-reliance on the top 
four batters with little in the way of contribution being made, or application showed by, the 
middle order and tail.  Too often performance in the "big" games is affected by "agitation" in 
the field.  And so it was today.  Three out of three in fact.  Chasing just 178 to win [Ed: and 
remember Stenhousemuir had chased 179 to beat the 'Loc in the last "big" league game] the 
side was bowled out for 153 with thirteen balls unused.  Runs coming from batters four 
through eleven totalled just 34.  And, the performance by the side in the first innings was 
affected by that "agitation" that shows itself from time-to-time.  Perhaps simply an inability to 
handle whatever additional pressure attaches to the bigger matches?  
  
To the game itself: restricting Prestwick to just 177 notwithstanding the under-par 
performance with the ball, and in the field, should still have seen the 'Loc record the win 
however, but more on that later.  For now let's try and summarise the first innings.  First 
thing to say is that giving top-scorer Prasad a "life" when he was on 15 - dropped by Crazy 
Horse - cost the side, Prasad going on to score 56, and - as importantly - put on the game's 
biggest partnership - 83 - with Patterson (44).  Arguably, too, under-par bowling from Imran 
and Crazy Horse, given the very high standards they've set for themselves this season-to-
date, allowed Prestwick to push their total up to a score that they might otherwise not have 
reached.  Imran did take 3 for 66 in his fifteen overs, however given his economy rate this 
season has averaged just over 2.5 per over, going at almost 4.5-runs-an-over, for him, 
represents a poorer "day-at-the-office".  A little harsh?  Maybe, but actually only reflecting - 
to reiterate - the very high standards set by him over the season.  By contrast, and ironically 
maybe, the 'Loc's opening bowlers - Ihty and Izzy - both bowled well.  Izzy's 8-4-10-1 was 
the standout, with Ihty's 8-0-25-3 being differently impressive.  For Prestwick, aside Prasad 
and Patterson, none of the other batters reached 20, but the side did bat their 50 overs, 
finishing 177 for 9.  
  
Then in their run-chase, the 'Loc started well.  Steadily, but well nonetheless.  47 were put on 
for the first wicket by Owais and Chris' before the former, having got to 27, was trapped 
LBW attempting a big shot against Rao.  Rao then picked up his, and Prestwick's, second 
wicket 20 runs later, when Chris' departed for 31, stumped by Spence.  67 for 2, and Pasty 
and Bredders together.  But this partnership wouldn't last as Bredders was dismissed cheaply 
for 3, caught by Miller off the bowling of Prasad.  84 for 3.  94 still needed, plenty of overs 
left though, but the game would now have to be won by the middle order.  Anjum was the 



next batter in, and he and Pasty added 26 before Anjii (12) was fourth out, trapped LBW for 
the fourth time in eight innings this season in the league.  Anjii's departure brought Stiffy to 
the middle, but he couldn't hang around either and went for 7, bowled by Pitt playing across 
the line.  Five down now, Pasty still in, and the scoreboard reading 134 for 5 meaning the win 
was still on.....if batters could rotate the strike and hang around.  And, in fact, by this stage, 
with persistent drizzle in the air and the 'board displaying the D/L par score, the side 
appeared there-or-thereabouts as regards the progress of their run-chase.  Imran then 
coming-and-going for 0, holing out to Rafiq, and Flanners being stumped for just 4, changed 
the D/L story however.  It was now Pasty and the tail.  And when Pasty (51) was ninth out, a 
rotund female with an Ayrshire accent was heard gargling in the wings.  145 for 8.  Now 
maybe the 'Loc weren't even going to bat their overs....again.  Ihty was then run out for 2.  
151 for 9.  And, 2 runs later, it was all over.  A 24-run defeat.  Thirteen balls unused, and 
batters four through eleven had contributed just 34 - the most 12 - and had inidividually 
failed to bat for any length of time.  The old failing again in evidence.  
  
The stat's show that the 'Loc's middle order continues to struggle.  Accepted Scotty wasn't 
available today, but over the course of the season in 50-over matches, batters four to eight - 
arguably the "engine room" of any batting line-up, and most often containing the clichéd 
"finishers" - have contributed just 22% of the side's total runs.  In the 46 individual innings 
played by batters four through eight in 50-over matches this season, more than half the time 
7 or fewer runs have been scored; on 36 occasions less 15 has been scored; and only five 
times (out of 46 innings) has a batter scored more than 25.  One of these occasions was 
when Owais batted at five and wasn't in his usual opening slot, and the other four occasions 
were by Abid (26 and 27) and Scotty (26 and 33).  It's going to be tough for any side to post 
big scores, or chase down reasonable targets without much more meaningful contributions - 
and consistently so - from the middle order.  And frustratingly there's nothing new in this 
analysis and assessment.  The search for application and consistency of contribution from a 
'Loc middle order continues.  
  
A final thought on today's match, and that's merely to wish Prestwick's Andy Tennant well 
after he was forced off the field by what looked a nasty leg injury - all the best to him for a 
full, and speedy, recovery.   
 
Cup run ends [posted 27/07/15] 
The 'Loc's run in this season's Scottish Cup ended this afternoon at Lochlands where they lost 
by 28 runs to Arbroath United.  The hosts, batting first on a day that was north of Baltic in 
temperature, were dismissed for 215 in the 49th over before the 'Loc - in turn - were bowled 
out for 187 in their run-chase.  
  
Dismissing the home side - currently sitting second in the CSL Eastern Premier - was no mean 
feat, with Imran's "5-for" the highlight.  But he was given good support by both Chris' and 
Bredders as the 'Loc's slow bowlers again did most of the damage.  Ihty did grab a wicket - 
dramatically inducing Arbroath opener Ford to miss-pull the first ball of the match straight 
back to him - but as a generalisation the seamers struggled a bit on a more-than-decent 
batting track.  A number of the home batters threatened to make a big score, but wickets 
falling at regular-enough intervals meant that - after a quick start - the 'Loc kept pegging 
Arbroath back, and managed to stop any real momentum from building.  215 all out was a 
pretty decent effort. Five Arbroath batters got to 20, but none reached 40, a stat' that will 
likely frustrate players and supporters alike, and likely too the reason that 240-plus wasn't 
posted.  216 to win.  
  
The run-chase started a little later than scheduled after rain during the tea interval, Owais 
and Chris' opening.  The latter would go cheaply, Pasty arriving in the middle in the seventh 
over with only 10 on the 'board.  He and Owais (17) added 34 between them, before the 
latter was second out, bowled by Willemse, the first of what'd be four wickets for the South 
African born all-rounder.  This brought Bredders and Pasty together and their partnership 
would be the one that saw the pendulum swing towards the 'Loc.  The two added 102 in 



decent time, both getting to their 50s, before Bredders cut Ramsay to point where Carnegie 
clung on.  Out for a run-a-ball 63 that had included three 6s.  Pasty now had work to do as 
the "set" batter, hopefully assisted by the middle order.  But unfortunately - though the run-
rate continued to be there-or-there-abouts [Ed: the side was still ahead on a theoretical D/L 
calculation when the fourth wicket fell] - none of the remaining batters could get themselves 
in, and Bredders' departure was followed by a revolving door of batters coming in and out.  
With two overs to go the win was just about still possible, but when Pasty cut Willemse's first 
ball of the 49th over - a full-toss - straight to cover, where another of the Carnegies hung on, 
a large female with an Angus accent was gargling in the wings.  Pasty gone for 84, the side 
186 for 8.  Five balls later the run-chase was done, Willemse cleaned up Ihty and Aliyan and 
the home side had won through to the cup final by 28 runs. 
  
A good game, and the 'Loc certainly put up a good fight.  On reflection, however, a chance 
missed.  17 runs gifted in wides [Ed: compared to Arbroath's 5] is an important match stat', 
as was the fact that no other batter got past 17.  What might one more batter chipping in - 
as in Arbroath's innings - with a 20, or 30, have resulted in?  Lots of maybes.  What's 
certainly the case is that the young players in the side - Ihty, Owais and Aliyan, each still 16 
or younger - will have gained invaluable experience from today's match, and should believe 
they can play at this level.  Pluses too in the bowling of the three slow bowlers, and Pasty's 
knock.  Back to league action this weekend.  
  
153 for 20! [posted 26/07/15] 
Extraordinarily, this article's headline is correct!  that's the combined runs and wickets that 
were scored and taken, respectively, in today's 39-run win over Greenock.  After being 
bundled out for just 96, the 'Loc proceeded to skittle their visitors for just 57!  Bonkers!  
Bonkers maybe, but also still a welcome win in the side's continuing challenge at the right 
end of the table.  
  
The first innings had started safely enough mind you.  No sign of the carnage to follow, as 
Owais (5) and Chris' (6) opened for the side after Pasty had won the toss and decided to bat 
first.  But with the score on 14 the fun started.  Owais was first to go, bowled by Taylor, 
before - with no more runs being added - Chris' followed suit, shouldering arms to Ware and 
being cleaned up.  14 for 2.  Bredders then came-and-went in double-quick time - for 9 - and 
then when Anjum's run of low scores continued, being dismissed for 9, the 'Loc were 49 for 4 
and in a bit of difficulty.  Pasty was still there however, and had Scott for company now.  8 
runs later he didn't.  Scotty (0) had come-and-gone, and Imran was the skipper's new 
partner.  But 18 runs later this was another combination broken, Imran becoming Hempsey's 
third victim.  75 for 6 then became 76 for 7 when Flanners inexplicably called Pasty for a 
single after hitting the ball straight to cover: Pasty run out by his partner for the third time in 
a row, gone for 23.  Flanners then added 20 more runs with the tail-enders before becoming 
Flack's solitary victim of the innings, tamely chipping a catch to Mountford to see the 'Loc all 
out for just 96.  
  
The Greenock reply started straight away, the pizzas not quite being ready such was the 
speed of the collapse!  And their innings started reasonably enough, 20 for 1 having being 
reached midway through the fourth over.  But then a second wicket fell, and the Glenpark 
side were 20 for 2.  Then a rain-break during which tea was taken, before players and 
officials returned to the ground.  The score progressed smoothly enough - from a Greenock 
point of view - reaching 35 for 2 in the 23rd over.  Yes, your scribe did say "23rd" over.  Slow 
progress admittedly, but no real dramas.  Well not until the third wicket went down that is.  
Flack was the batter out, Imran's first victim.  At this stage he was bowling in tandem with 
Hasseeb and what run-rate there had been all but dried up.  And this continued when 
Brddders replace Crazy Horse at the Burrell End.  No runs, but wickets falling, is a bad 
combo, and it's what happened to Greenock.  From the point Imran came in to the attack in 
over ten, Greenock collapsed from 35 for 2 to an astonishing 57 all out.  And it took them 19 
overs to do so; a truly slow and painful death.  Hasseeb's figures were 8-1-17-1.  Pretty good 
in most circumstances, on most days, but on this day he was completely over-shadowed by 



Bredders' remarkable 5-5-0-3, and Imran even more ridiculous 10-6-10-3!  57 all out it was 
then, and a "comfortable" 39-run win,.....eh, far from it!  What's for sure is the 'Loc will be 
glad to see the back of Greenock this season given two horrible batting performances against 
them, just as Greenock will be pleased to see the back of Bredders whose figures over the 
two league games against them this season are 15-12-4-6! 
  
Scottish Cup journey continues [posted 19/07/15] 
When this morning's early pitch inspection took place, there was little thought by those 
standing round looking at a waterlogged square that twelve hours later, on virtually the same 
spot, Izzy would bowl the last delivery of what had been another enthralling cup match, and 
that after a-swing-and-a-miss and a dot in two scorebooks, the 'Loc would have secured a 
Scottish Cup semi-final place!  In fact not only was there little thought of such an outcome, 
there was little thought of any cricket being played at all.  However with a combination of 
willing from both clubs, the Captains, players, and the match officials, and a whole lot of hard 
work by groundsman Scott McCutcheon and his assistants, remarkably a T20 was possible, 
starting at 4.40pm.  A late start it was, but it was a start.  
  
And the 'Loc were batting, Forfarshire's Captain, Parker, having guessed right and decided to 
bowl first on the still far from completely dry deck.  So to the match itself.  But before that it's 
only fair to highlight two things: firstly, Forfarshire were without their two Scotland players 
Leask and Wallace, veteran former professional Watson, Scotland Under 19 player Cameron, 
and the unavailable Mohammed.  That's five more than decent players.  However there's a 
second point worth making - and it's not that the 'Loc, too, were arguably missing a player 
with Owais away with Scotland Under 19s - no, it's just the simple fact that you can only ever 
play the team that's put in front of you, and in this regard the 'Loc did just that.  But Forfs 
were certainly under-strength.  So to play: Bredders and Chris' opened for the 'Loc, but their 
partnership was a short one, Bredders chipping a caught and bowled chance back to 
Sweeney in the third over, which was safely pouched.  Then Chris' missed a straight one and 
was adjudged LBW.  11 for 2.  And then before you could say "Some rebuilding needed here 
people" it was three down, Scotty bizarrely calling Pasty for a second after an overthrow, only 
to then change his mind and leave his skipper stranded.  Ochay!  18 for 3.  Some rebuilding 
really was needed now.  Anjii was the new batter and he, and the something-to-prove Scotty, 
slowly brought some order back in to the chaos.  The 50 was notched up in the tenth over, 
and their partnership would reach 53 before they were separated.  Anjii was the one to go, 
bowled by Bailwal.  Scotty, though, was still looking in positive and determined mood, and he 
was striking the ball well, and sending it to all parts.  In the end he'd get to 60 before missing 
a Sweeney delivery, recording his first senior 50 for the 'Loc with a couple of big maximums 
[Ed: two of four 6s he hit] over "cow".  116 for 6, and a hugely important innings when all 
around him were floundering, and the wicket was far from ideal.  Only 1 more run was added 
after Scotty departed as the tail didn't so much fail to wag, as it looked like it'd been docked!  
118 to win.  
  
The Forfarshire reply started cautiously, Bailwal and Parker the openers.  Izzy and Ihty had 
the new ball for the 'Loc.  And it was Ihty who made the breakthrough, in the third over, 
somewhat comically bowling Bailway with a short ball that connected with bat, then helmet, 
then stumps!  Bonkers.  But a wicket it was.  11 for 1 then became 23 for 2, then 38 for 3 as 
Johnston (4) and pro' Beghin (4) departed in quick succession.  Scotty's knock was looking 
better and better as all bar Parker looked to struggling.  41 for 4 was then up on the 'board in 
no time as Robertson was next to depart.  And as importantly in terms of the game, not only 
were wickets falling, but runs weren't flowing.  As a result the required rate was rising.  
Steadily.  So much so in fact that with just seven overs to go, Forfs needed 70.  10-an-over.  
Then over fourteen happened.  It started with Izzy bowling the only wide ball of the innings 
[Ed: #Like!], but it went for 4!  5 wides.  Then Scotty somehow shovelled a ball over the 
mid-wicket boundary for a 4, when it looked easier to pick it up and throw it in for 2 runs 
fewer!  The over cost 12.  And so did over fifteen.  The next two then went for 15 between 
then, meaning the visitors' requirement was now 31 off the final three overs.  Over 
eighteen?  Well it cost 11.  Still very much game on, and Parker still in, and having reached 



his 50.  Like in the 'Loc's innings there was apparently one batter playing on a different 
wicket!  Scotty for the 'Loc, Parker for Forfs.  Ihty was the bowler, twelve balls to go, 20 
needed.  Dot.  Dot.  Wicket!  Parker bowled, and with his departure, likely, Forfs' best chance 
of winning.  And so it turned out as the next three balls saw just 1 scored, and Izzy bowled 
over twenty, taking the ninth wicket to fall and conceding just 4 runs.  105 for 9, and the 'Loc 
win by 12.  Another exciting game, and with the win, a trip to Arbroath next Sunday.  Now, 
let's see, how might we turn that in to a T20..... 
 
West League Cup win.....at last! [posted 15/07/15] 
It's long been said that maybe the club was somehow destined never to win the West League 
Cup.  Played for since 1951, it's never found its way to the trophy cabinet at 
Shawholm.....until tonight that is!  Just six days since lifting the Rowan Cup the 'Loc - almost 
incredibly - completed a cup double by seeing off Ferguslie in a thriller at Titwood.  The win - 
by five wickets - was, like the Rowan Cup, a last ball result.  This week though the 'Loc were 
chasing, and when Rosco (dislocated finger and all) somehow managed to half-carve, half-
chip the last delivery of the match in to the off-side and secure the 2 runs needed to get 
across the finish line, a second cup win had been secured.  
  
But let's go back to the start.  A glorious night and magnificently-presented ground at 
Titwood were the backdrops for the toss that saw Ferguslie win it and elect to bat first.  16 
for 1 was a decent enough start, as was 41 for 2.  But then wickets started to fall more 
regularly as 79 for 6 appeared on the scoreboard.  English (30) was the key wicket, Izzy 
bouncing him out just as he threatened to take charge of the innings.  Up-top, opening the 
bowling with Izzy, Crazy Horse had done really well, returning figures of 4-0-12-1 and 
trapping the Ferguslie's dangerous "Overseas Amateur" de Beer LBW.  His was the second 
scalp taken, Stafford (12) having departed first.  The engine room of the Ferguslie middle 
order then struggled, with Cook (0), Preston-Jones (2) and Professional, Dabengwa (7) not 
making meaningful contributions with the bat.  Proud, batting at seven, would, however, add 
a cameo 23 to help his new club past the 100 mark, and eventually up to 117.  118 to win it 
was then. 
  
The 'Loc reply started with Anjii opening with Bredders, Rosco having disclocated a finger in 
the field and, as a consequence, slid down the order.  11 was put on by the opening pair 
before, extraordinarily, the first of what would be four run outs happened.  Anjii run out.  11 
for 1.  Pasty and Bredders were now together and the two added 43 in decent time to keep 
the side up-with-the-rate in the chase, but their blossoming partnership was ended with the 
score on 54 when Bredders was run out.  That was two!  Pasty and Scotty was the next 
combo, and this one, like its predecessor, looked promising.  41 were added, again in good 
time, and the two batters looked set to see their side home.  95 for 2, five overs to go, only 
23 needed.  Cook the new bowler.  Ball one is a drag-down half-tracker.  Scotty's eyes light 
up.  Swing, connection, drained down English's throat who doesn't have to move to take the 
catch on the deep square leg boundary!  95 for 3.  4 more were, however, added in the 
sixteenth over.  But only 2 came from Dabengwa's final over, the seventeenth.  17 still 
needed, eighteen deliveries to go.  6 runs came from Cook's last over, and Pasty had gone to 
his half-century.  11 needed from twelve balls.  English to bowl over nineteen.  7 runs were 
scored off it, but the fourth wicket had also gone down, Pasty.....you guessed it: run out!  
Bizarre.  But we weren't finished with run outs.  Nope, with just 5 needed from the last over 
there was still plenty of time for some more drama.  And the six balls bowled didn't 
disappoint.  Proud was the bowler and two of the first three balls were dots, short balls that 
Abid just couldn't connect with.  Then a connection with ball four, a single run, the batters 
coming back for the second.....you guessed it again: run out!  And so it was that we return to 
the start: Rosco to the middle, fingers strapped up: 2 from two needed.  The rest, as they 
say, is now history.  
  
In the presentation, Pasty picked up the man of the match award in connection to collecting 
the cup, and in his acceptance speech thanked Clydesdale for hosting the final in the way 



they had, groundsman Cyril McLatchie, the match officials, sponsors PlayerReg and - not least 
- his team.  #Toffee 
  
Cup exit [posted 12/07/15] 
The 'Loc went out of a cup competition for the first time this season, finally losing a cup 
match.  Their opponents were Irvine, the competition the WU 40 Cup.  
  
The side that travelled to Marress was much-changed from the one that saw off St. Michael's 
in the league 24 hours earlier, with 1st XI competitive debuts being made by Shankar, Uzzair, 
Matt Stout and CJ.  Also in to the side were Abhi' and Motassim as the seam bowlers.  And it 
was Shankar - whose exploits with the Panthers had earned him a Shawholm XI place against 
Kingholm yesterday, when he'd again made a good contribution with the bat - who would 
top-score.  His 42 came from just 38 deliveries and included three 4s.  He was also involved 
in the first innings' only meaningful partnership, 46 with Chris'.  The fact the side were 
batting was because Irvine had won the toss and inserted them on a damp and difficult 
wicket.  Pasty and Bredders opened, but had put on just 26 when Bredders (7) holed out to 
Chaudhary at long off.  Pasty (29) then did the same six overs later, becoming the third man 
out after Beast had gone without scoring.  Pasty's dismissal brought Shankar in to join 
Stouty, but Shankar soon had Chris' for company when Stouty hit the ball straight to 
Chaudhary at mid-on, called "Yes!", ran,.....and was run out.  Doh!  Shankar found Chris' 
better company though, and the two added 46 in decent time before Shankar holed out to 
Hulme for 42.  Chris' then batted with the rest of the order, but none managed to hang 
around, mustering just 3 between the five of them.  Frustratingly Chris' was therefore left 
stranded on 38 not out with over seven overs unused.  Criminal.  
  
The first innings total of 139 had seen just three meaningful contributions therefore, with 
Shankar top-scoring on his 1st XI debut with 42.  Chris (38*) and Pasty (29) were the only 
other two batters "getting in".  Four batters shooting blanks didn't help, nor did Chris' being 
stranded as the not out batter, and it's arguably here, in the first half, and not the last over, 
that the game was lost.  
  
The second innings though was where the drama was, with Alam (53) anchoring the home 
side's run-chase.  Chaudhary, who'd made such a telling contribution in the first innings was 
dismissed relatively cheaply, Motassim trapping him LBW for 21.  This was one of two scalps 
Motassim picked up en route to returning figures of 8-1-18-2.  Abhi', too, who'd opened with 
Beast returned impressive figures, his four overs up top costing just 8 runs.  And Lewis 
bowled his eight overs straight through to return 0 for 26.  The rest of the innings was about 
the spinners and wickets.  Chris', Pasty and Bredders bowled overs 24 through 39, during 
which time Irvine made 50 for 6.  And crucially, Alam, who'd made the most of the life he 
was given when a chance was grassed early on in his innings, had been finally dismissed, 
going for 53 in the 38th over.  And as the final overs had been being bowled the required 
run-rate had continued to climb.  32 were needed from the last five overs, with five wickets 
in hand.  It was then 24 needed from eighteen balls with three wickets left.  And as over 40 
was about to be bowled Irvine needed 14 for the win.  A ball in and it was still 14 needed.  
Then things got silly: 4 byes were followed by a couple of 2s, then 2 wides.  Then another 2 
runs, but a run out meaning it was nine down and 2 needed.  And so it was that McCallum, 
Irvine's skipper, last man and batting with a runner, chipped the ball in to the off-side off the 
last ball for what were the 2 runs needed for his side.  
  
So, out of the cup.  And obviously disappointment given that defeat was kind of snatched 
from victory.  In such games it's also easy to concentrate on the last moments, the last over - 
even the last ball - but, in truth, the game could've been won at lots of different stages by 
lots - if not all - of the players.  An extra run scored here or there, better decision-making 
meaning batters didn't get out as cheaply, batting the full 40 overs and not fewer than 33, 
etc, etc.  Then in the second innings, a better bit of fielding here, or there, a catch taken, a 
wide not bowled, smarter field placing, etc, etc.  Lots of little things, apparently individually 
inconsequential, yet ultimately costly.  However there were positives: a number of players 



playing at this level for the first time would be one.  Shankar's knock was impressive, as was 
the bowling.  Abhi' and Motassim performed well with ball in hand, and Pasty's "4-for" in a 
rare bowling display was important.  However, bottom-line, game lost, and cup exited.  
Maybe too, a question about player availability could be asked? 
  
Beating St. Michael's but also the rain! [posted 11/07/15] 
The 'Loc chased down the 97 runs needed to secure the league win today, St. Michael's the 
opposition, just in the nick of time.  The rain that had been forecast came, luckily just a bit 
later than expected.  But when it came,.....it stayed!  The 97 target had come about after St. 
Michael's had been put in by Pasty and had slumped from 42 for 0 to 44 for 4 - firstly - then 
96 all out.  Brockwell, the visiting skipper, had anchored the innings with 50, but departed, 
caught at "cow" by Beast, the ball after reaching his half century.  This really triggered the 
collapse, with Imran the destroyer-in-chief taking 7 for 28.  Remarkable, and just pipping 
Keith Sheridan's 7 for 36 against Corstorphine over a decade ago as the best bowling 
performance in the SNCL/CSL eras.  And unfortunately for Crazy Horse he chose today to 
grab a "3-for" himself, and it went largely unnoticed given Imran seven-wicket haul.  96 all 
out in under 29 overs was ideal for the 'Loc given that forecast, but when the umpires opted 
for a tea interval there was palpable nervousness that the necessary runs would be scored 
before the rain came, or indeed a "match" under D/L could be completed.  
  
Then at 31 for 3 early in their innings, with Anjii, Chris' and Pasty all out, things weren't really 
going smoothly.  But Scotty (23*) and Bredders (49*) didn't seem too concerned as, after a 
little bit of scratchy start each, they accelerated the run-rate and saw the side home.  Phew, 
the finish line being reached just as the first few droplets started running down the clubhouse 
windows!  Job done.  
  
'Loc win the Rowan Cup! [posted 09/07/15] 
In a match that had as much drama as you'd could ask for, the 'Loc won the Rowan Cup 
tonight, defeating Premiership East Kilbride, the result still being in the balance as the last 
ball was bowled.  Let's start at the start.  The forecast was for a dry evening, after a decent 
day that had allowed the policies to be presented in immaculate condition, and a decent 
wicket prepared after what - to most - seems the coldest and wettest summer they can 
remember.  But even this starting assumption would prove wrong on an evening of ebbs and 
flows.  No rain until late in the night was the forecast, and so - after having won the toss and 
elected to bat - when rain interrupted the 'Loc's innings after eleven overs with Pasty and 
Chris' just beginning to accelerate and the total on 50, the stuffing was kind of knocked out 
of both their partnership and the innings' momentum.  Anjii had gone cheaply bringing Pasty 
to the middle, and he and Chris' had added 45 when the rain came.  
  
As everyone watched through drizzle-stained clubhouse windows, overs started to be lost.  
Eighteen-overs-a-side came and went, as did seventeen.  And by the time play was resumed 
the match was a sixteen-overs-a-side affair.  But crucially this meant the 'Loc had just five 
overs to bat.  And the break didn't just split the innings, it all-but split the blossoming 
partnership between Chris' and the skipper.  Chris' departed shortly after the resumption, 
having added 57 with Pasty, for what would turn out to be a top-scoring 37.  Pasty then 
stood and watched Owais (0), Scotty (1) and Abid (6) all come-and-go in quick succession 
before becoming the sixth wicket to fall, having made a crucial 25.  75 for 6 then became 81 
for 7, then 8, as late scurrying added what would turn out to be critically-important runs.  81 
for 8 the final total.  
  
For East Kilbride, skipper Johnston had led from the front with 3 for 10, whilst Ramzan all-but 
matched him with 3 for 11.  And the bowling unit had shown great discipline in bowling just 
the 2 wides.  And so it was after running the D/L calculation that East Kilbride were set 88 to 
win in their reduced sixteen-over allocation.  
  
And of course as this report's title gives away, the Lanarkshire side didn't get the 88 runs 
they needed.  But that simple statement doesn't do justice to the drama that unfolded.  Sure, 



the start of the second innings was inocuous enough.  An early wicket for Ihty - Singh 
adjudged LBW - gave the 'Loc heart, but wides were costing them [Ed: there'd be 11 in 
total!].  27 for 2 in the fifth over brought renewed hope, as did 30 for 3 in the sixth, with 
Smith and Ramzan now both back in the clubhouse too.  But 58 needed from twelve overs 
wasn't exactly a knee-trembler of a mission.  And with Lyons striking the ball beautifully - two 
maximums over "cow" - and Iqbal looking well-set and having been given a life when Scotty 
grassed a skier at long-off, the two former Scotland internationals looked to be in charge of 
matters.  The pendulum was swinging East Kilbride's way.  42 for 3 at halfway didn't suggest 
other, either.  46 needed from eight.  
  
8 runs then came off over ten, and two overs later the Torrance House side needed just 28 
with six overs left.  But, and crucially, another wicket was down, and a new batter was in.  
Lyons was the man out, brilliantly run out by Pasty who ran him out with a one-handed pick 
up and shy at one stump from square-leg, running round from mid-wicket!  In fact such was 
the skipper's joy at getting rid of the dangerman, Pasty just kept running and took his team-
mates congratulations somewhere near the river!  Game back on.  But Iqbal was still there.  
  
The new batter was "Overseas Amateur" Klaassen.  18 were added by this pair, before their 
partnership was broken with Iqbal's departure.  Inexplicably maybe, he'd missed a full-toss 
from Izzy who was back in to the attack.  The pendulum had stopped its swing towards 
Lanarkshire and was now on its way back.  72 for 5.  Then 73 for 6 as Klaassen was bowled 
two balls later, another wicket for Izzy.  The end of the third last over then and East Kilbride 
now needed 14 from twelve balls, with now just four wickets in hand.  Chris' would bowl the 
penultimate over.  5 runs were in-gathered as over fifteen progressed, then: wicket! Saeed 
trapped LBW.  79 for 7.  9 needed from the last.  And if there was a fat lady gargling still 
nobody knew which team's shirt she was wearing.  The match was in the balance, but more 
importantly the ball was in Izzy's hand.  Single.  Wicket!  Kampman bowled by Izzy - a "3-
for"!  Johnston was the new batter, joining Dalgleish in the middle.  Single, batters turning 
for a second, Chris's shelled throw from the boundary, Pasty's great take at the bowler's 
end: wicket!  81 for 9.  Now a tie wasn't any good for East Kilbride.  Last man Meikle now 
with his skipper, Izzy with that ball.  7 needed from three.  Wide!!  6 needed, but still three 
balls to be bowled.  Single.  Single.  4 from the last win.  Izzy's on his way.  Ball, swing, bat, 
connection, mid-off fields it.  'Loc win!  #Toffee  
  
Phew! 
  
Great drama, and good to come out on top, but credit to East Kilbride for their part in what 
turned out to be a real thriller.  And at the danger of sounding twee, how good was it to see 
a game played in great spirit by both sides, whilst at the same time both sides were fighting 
hard for the win.  The game's spirit is perhaps best summed up by one exchange between 
East Kilbride's Iqbal and Scotty.  With the midges having a field-day in the wet and warm 
conditions, Iqbal had twice backed away from facing a Crazy Horse delivery.  Cue Scotty, 
fielding at long-on, to shout something along the lines of, "Get on with it, I'm going out 
tonight!"  To which Iqbal, quick-as-a-flash, replied, "Why don't you bring your big mouth over 
here then and eat them all for me!"  Genuinely funny in the midst of a pretty tense affair - 
good to see.  
  
The 'Loc now progress to the National Club T20 Championship Finals Day.  Good times..... 
  
The 'Loc make it into another final [posted 01/07/15] 
Like London buses, you see none for ages, then two come along at once.  And so it was, that 
was the club looks forward to Thursday's appearance in the Rowan Cup Final, the 'Loc only 
went and made it into another one, this season's West League Cup Final.  Tonight's semifinal 
win over Uddingston saw the side chase down 128 to win, Bredders top-scoring with 70 not 
out, ably assisted by Pasty (25) in an 83-run partnership for the second wicket.  But Pasty's 
was the second-top score of the innings.  Nope, that honour went to Extras!  Uddingston's 
bowlers really didn't do themselves any favours as they tried to defend 127, conceding no 



fewer than 13 in wides, and bowling a whopping 7 (yes, seven!) no balls!  Ouchay!  And to 
make things worse, all seven were bowled by de Beer, their "Overseas Amateur" opening 
bowling.  He might've taken all three 'Loc wickets to fall, but at what ultimate cost? 
  
Bredders' knock featured three 4s, and no fewer than five maximums, including a big flat one 
over mid-wicket to seal the win.  But none of Bredders' 6s were the biggest of the night, no, 
that honour went to Rai who pulled a Crazy Horse full bunger onto the clubhouse roof!  
Huge.....from wicket nine.  
  
Rai's 29 was part of a solid opening partnership with Haffeez.  The two Uddy openers put on 
78 for the first wicket, Rai holing out to Chris' off Hasseeb's bowling to give Crazy Horse his 
revenge for that big maximum.  Hafeez then lost Gul as a partner aklmost immediately as the 
Uddingston veteran was trapped, without scoring, LBW by Bredders.  This brought 
Uddingston's Professional, Zia, to the middle and he would go on to manage the rest of the 
innings, batting with five team-mates as the score was pushed up to the eventual 127 for 6, 
Zia finishing up 23 not out.  For the 'Loc Aliyan took a brace of wickets as he opened with 
Azeem and returned figures of 4-0-24-2.  Really commendable given the top-order batters he 
was batting against.  Azeem's four overs for 16 were the most economical, and he extracted 
decent bounce and carry in his opening three-over burst.  And unlike their opponents the 
'Loc's bowlers were pretty stingy with extras, bowling just three wide deliveries and 
conceding just the single no ball.  
  
So another cup win, but as pleasing is the way the young side - without Ihty, Owais and the 
experience of Imran - competed throughout with their more illustrious, and certainly vastly 
more experienced, opponents.  Good to see. 
  
The 'Loc slip to defeat [posted 26/06/15] 
Stenhousemuir sneaked past the 'Loc's total of 178 with just a couple of overs to spare - five 
down - today, to remain unbeaten at the top of the table, and consign the 'Loc to only their 
second defeat in all competitions.  But it could've different we think.  Obviously, from 76 for 1 
on a tricky wicket, at drinks, and with some free-scoring batters to come, to only post 178 
was maybe a little disappointing, as was four batters making scores, but none really going on 
to make a game-winning contribution.  Two reasonable partnerships (60 between Chris' and 
Pasty, and 71 between Owais and Scotty) also flattered to deceive a little as momentum 
created in them seemed to quickly fizzle out.  So, maybe, 178 was a little light.  But it 
certainly wasn't undefendable given the deck.  
  
But to defend it, there had to be a good start, and pressure exerted.  There was neither as 
Stennie's openers were allowed to stroll out of the blocks putting on 46 for the first wicket in 
just fifteen overs.  On this wicket, that was a pretty good start.  But at least a wicket had 
been taken.  But a second wasn't added quickly enough as a second decent partnership - 49 - 
ensued.  Frustrating.  Just as frustrating was some of the poor awareness and decision-
making in the field.  And poor execution of basic skills in this department compounded this, 
to boot.  95 saw the second wicket fall however, and brought home Professional, Jappie, to 
the crease.  However like Bredders, it wouldn't be his day and he departed cheaply for 11 to 
see 119 for 3 registered on the 'board.  Still seventeen overs left though so no need to panic 
with just 60 more required.  114 for 4 came and went, as did 162 for 5.  But there'd be no 
collapse and thanks in the main to Shahzad's 68 - the standout knock on either side - Stennie 
reached the winning post with fourteen deliveries to spare.  So a loss, and a frustrating one.  
  
In the 'Loc's innings Owais had top-scored with an unbeaten 41, with Pasty (36), Scott (33) 
and Chris' (29) all chipping in with reasonable numbers.   
  
Sure the 'Loc had beaten Stennie in the Scottish Cup, and it's acknowledged that the side's 
youthfulness [Ed: six players 21 or younger, including three fifteen year olds] brings with it 
the downsides of lack of experience as well as the pluses of enthusiasm and energy, but it's 
still frustrating to slip to defeat in a winnable game when there'd been a platform from which 



a win could've been grabbed.  However a defeat it is, and Stennie widen the gap between 
themselves and the 'Loc to two matches.  All to do.  
  
Another cup win [posted 24/06/15] 
The 'Loc again saw off the challenge of Kilmarnock this evening, tonight's win being a ten-
wicket victory under Duckworth Lewis.  The need for D/L was the rain interruption that saw 
ten overs lost in the second innings, the 'Loc originally set 85 to beat Killie having bowled 
them out on the last ball of their innings for 84.  The ten-over loss saw the 'Loc set a revised 
target of 51 to win in ten overs.  This they duly managed, reaching the necessary five-one in 
just 6.2 overs.  Rosco (14*) and Bredders (34*) were the openers, and it was they who 
successfully navigated the good ship Poloc to the win.  A win that sees a home semi-final 
against Uddingston.  
  
The original target of 85, having bowled out Kilmarnock for 84, owed much to the bowlers 
who - all six - took at least a wicket each, with Imran the standout, returning figures of 4-0-
16-4.  Ihty, opening, also impressed with 2 for 11 in his four-over spell, whilst Bredders - 
though only grabbing the one wicket - was miserly in leaking just the 11 runs from his four.  
So a concincing win, on a dreich night, but good to continue the winning run none-the-less. 
Uddy will be a tough test though.  
  
Batting frailties exposed [posted 20/06/15] 
The 'Loc's soft batting underbelly was exposed again today as - batting first after winning the 
toss after overnight rain - they mustered just 144, in under 37 overs.  103 for 2 had 
somehow become 144 all out as - after the top four batters, the rest of the batting line-up - 
aside Huss who was the not out batter - simply caved in.  Rosco (24), Pasty (21) and 
Bredders (39) will likely be frustrated they couldn't capitalise on getting starts, however it's 
not always going to be that the top order make big runs.  Sometimes the middle order and 
tail will have to post the score.  Today was a chance to do - it didn't happen.  Scotty got to 
18, but none of the rest got in to double figures.  In fact so quick was the collapse that tea 
was held over until Madam President had had time to get the macaroni on!  But at least in 
this "waiting time" the 'Loc bowlers tried to make amends with the ball having failed with the 
wooden stick-like implement.  In fact so much so that when tea was taken the Glasgow West 
End boys were six down!  And only 44 were on the 'board. 
  
The question was did the visitors having a middle order with the ability to grind out runs, and 
bat overs.  44 for 6 becoming 45 for 8 almost immediately play resumed suggested not.  And 
so, despite a cameo 20 from Andrew batting at eight because of injury, the visitors were 
skittlebundled out for just 69.  The 'Loc win by 75 runs.  Good to win, but there really has to 
start being some middle order application.  Next week provides the perfect chance when 
league leaders Stennie are the opponents.  
  
Finally.... [posted 18/06/15] 
After two semi-final defeats already this week - the Under 13s losing on Sunday in the 
ECB Cup semi's and the Shawholm boys missing out in the Western Cup on Tuesday - tonight 
turned out to be third time lucky as the 'Loc came through in a thriller down at the Henry 
Thow Oval against Prestwick.  Chasing 127 to win, the home side finished 6 runs short, 
scoring 5 runs from the last over bowled by Ihty when 11 were needed.  Ihty did well to hold 
his nerve, young as he is, and tonight will add to his, and the other young players', 
experience.  Winning tight games is always good, and tonight was no exception.  
  
But back to the start.  Pasty won the toss and decided to bowl first, and with 126 on the 
'board twenty overs later this seemed at least defendable, notwithstanding how fast running 
the HTO can be.  The 'Loc's total - three down - had seen good contributions from Chris (47), 
Owais (38*) and Scotty (20*), and came in almost exactly equal parts: 60 for 2 after ten 
overs becoming 126 for 3 by the end of the innings.  For Prestwick, Rao's figures of 4-1-9-0 
stand out from all the others, with home skipper Rafiq, in particular, taking a bit of tap as his 
figures of 1 for 42 in four overs reflect.  So, call it a-run-a-ball then.  



  
Defending 120-odd needs tight bowling, good fielding, and likely some luck along the way.  
The 'Loc got two out of three.  The bowlers did their jobs in the main, with only Anjum - who 
Pasty pulled out after just the one over - going for a few.  Hasseeb went through the pain 
barrier for the side, literally!  His split webbing injury re-appearing, but not preventing him 
taking 2 for 23 in his four overs.  Anjum, though hooked early from the attack, did however 
contribute to the ultimately successful defence of 126 by holding on to two catches as well as 
combining with Abid to run out Prestwick opener Miller.  And it was Miller's opening partner 
Prasad who ended up carrying the home side's hopes going in to the last over.  69 for 2 after 
ten had got stuck a bit in the third quarter of the overs in which just 23 were scored [Ed: 
there's the luck that's always needed], but then when 13 were scored off the penultimate 
over Prestwick - now six down - needed 11 to win from over twenty.  Ihty was the bowler, 
Egerton was on strike.  Ball one saw a single scored, and - importantly for the home side - 
opener Prasad back on strike.  Ball hit out to Pasty on the extra cover boundary: dot.  Ball hit 
out to long off: dot!  10 needed from three now.  Then 2 runs, and it's 8 needed from two.  
Dot!  8 from one.  Wide!!  7 from one.  "Keep that foot behind the line Ihty!!!"  Single.  'Loc 
win!  Exciting stuff, and a dramatic finish.  Well done to the side who now await the winner of 
the other semi-final between the Dark Side and East Kilbride. 
  
Unbeaten in the group stages [posted 17/06/15] 
The 'Loc secured their fifth win from six games - the other being cancelled - in this season's 
West League Cup group stages with a nine-wicket win at Hamilton Crescent.  The hosts won 
the toss, or should we say Pasty guessed wrong, and decided to bat.  At 3 for 2 with both 
Popli and Munaf out this seemed like maybe the wrong choice.  Ihty and Azeem had a wicket 
each, both caught by Bredders.  And from this shooglie [Ed: is that a word?] start the innings 
really never recovered.  26 for 4 became 40 for 7, and then it was 71 all out.  The wickets 
were shared around, Bredders and Imran getting two each, and only three West batters got 
in to double figures, Singh - batting at three - top-scoring with 13.  72 to win then.  
  
And win the 'Loc did, chasing the necessary runs inside thirteen overs for the loss of just the 
one wicket.  It was Chris' who succumbed, caught by home skipper Smith, off Gardiner's 
bowling.  Rosco batted through for an unbeaten 26, Pasty (11*) with him at the finish line.  
  
A big, but scruffy, win [posted 13/06/15] 
Some readers might comment that suggesting a 102-run win was "scruffy" is a tad harsh.  
But, it's not.  End of.  The first half of today's big win over Kilmarnock was maybe less so 
from a 'Loc perspective, but it was still scruffy in an overall sense.  The major pluses were 
seeing Chris's first 'Loc ton, and enjoying Bredders notch up another.  And here they both are 
on the Honours Board - enshrined for posterity.  The two tons were as different as they were 
integral to the big total posted of 311.  Chris' batted for 46 overs and anchored the innings 
for his three figures, whereas Bredders adopted a more typically aggressive approach, 
reaching his 100 in just about half that time.  Aside these two bog contributions there were 
cameos towards the end of the innings by Anjii, Scotty and Abid.  311 for 9 it was, the Killie 
bowling figures - in the main - being 18 Certificate stuff.  
  
The Kilmarnock reply started slowly after tea, the first wicket falling in the seventh over with 
just 15 on the 'board.  However Azeem (39) and Mustafa (40) picked up the rate, such that 
as the innings entered the over before drinks the visitors were 101 for 1.  And remembering 
that the 'Loc had been 111 for 2 at that stage in their innings, it certainly wasn't the case that 
a successful run-chase was out of the question.  And in Azeem, Mustafa, Ali and Jawad, Killie 
have the sort of players who - if a side becomes complacent, or just bowls poorly - take a 
game away from the opposition very quickly.  However as drinks loomed a second wicket 
fell: Azeem holing out to Bredders at mid-on.  Then a third wicket in the over after drinks - 
suddenly 101 for 1 was now 101 for 3.  Surely the 'Loc would press home their advtange?  
Eh, no.  Now credit to Killie who continue to bat with purpose, but in truth the 'Loc's bowling 
and, in particular, fielding, became very ragged.  As the second innings progressed it became 
evident that the home win had been secured bar a miracle, or some close to one, however 



the manner in which the 'Loc's standards fell was concerning.  It also meant the spectacle, 
such that it was, for the supporters, was poor.  In tighter games such lapses will come back 
to haunt.  At least some on the supporters benches were heard to suggest this very same 
casual'ness may have been present at Glenpark when the 'Loc perhaps thought that game 
was won at halftime after bowling out Greenock cheaply, only to find out - the hard way - 
that it wasn't!  A greater intensity is needed or more games will be lost, and any suggestion 
that it can "turned off" for the "bigger" games is just a nonsense.  Sharpen up people!  Rant 
over!  
  
A good win then, notwithstanding a pretty drab last third to the match, performance-
levels'wise.  Next week it's Glasgow Accies at home.  
  
Derby double completed [posted 10/06/15] 
It doesn't happen often, but tonight saw the 'Loc record back-to-back wins over the Dark 
Side.  This evening's match was the reverse West League Cup group stage match, at 
Shawholm.  The Dark Side had an altogether stronger side on parade too, and though it was 
minus Berrington, De Lange and Farid - all on Reivers T20 duty - it did feature Haq and Sabri, 
neither of whom had featured in the first encounter at Toytown.  For the 'Loc, Rosco was in 
after his good run of form for the Shawholm XI, and Aliyan was again in the line-up as he 
continues to get experience at this level.  To the match.... 
  
Haq opened the batting with Awais for the Dark Side with Ihty and Anjii sharing the new ball 
for the 'Loc.  In a fairly even start, 26 for 1 was the score five overs in, Awais having pulled 
Ihty to Rosco in the deep where the catch was held.  65 were then added by Haq and Sabri, 
the latter the agressor, playing his shots as usual.  But it would end when 70 had been put 
up on the 'board, Sabri holing out to Scotty off Bredders' bowling.  Sabri'd departure brought 
Sher to the middle, but he added just 7 in partnership with his skipper, getting run out by 
Anjii after good work by Aliyan.  77 for 3.  Haq was still in however and there must've been 
concern that he might accelerate and take the innings away from the 'Loc.  And with Aliyan 
coming in to the attack this was one of the possible outcomes.  But Aliyan appeared unfazed 
and would bowl a couple of overs for just 7, Haq unable to really ramp up the run-rate.  58 
for 1 at the halfway point, ending up as 108 for 4, in fact means the second half run-rate was 
- overall - lower than in the first half.  Odd.  Particularly with just the four scalps having been 
taken.  108 for 4 it was though, Haq finishing 49 not out, and Shakoor with 3 not out.  109 to 
win. 
  
Mention of Shakoor bring us nicely to the carnage he reaped in the opening overs of the 'Loc 
reply.  He took 5 for 9 opening with Sabri, tearing the top order apart.  Four bowled, and one 
LBW.  His in-swingers were,.....well.....they were really swinging in!  Scotty, Anjii and Chris' 
all departed without troubling the scorers, these departures coming after Bredders had also 
been cleaned up by Shakoor.  Well bowled.  Pasty - at the other end for four of the five 
dismissals - now found himself with Owais for company, and the task of - if possible - 
managing the rest of the order to the win.  Owais and Pasty took the score on to 68 before 
the sixth wicket fell, Sabri getting rid of Owais courtesy of really good running catch by Haq.  
This brought Abid in and, like in the cup on Sunday, he played the perfect foil to Pasty, and 
recorded a cameo unbeaten 23 to see the side home with the skipper.  Pasty finished 
unbeaten on 42, with extras - at 21 - the third highest contributor to the eventual 111 for 6.  
The win came in the nineteen over, Haq having his final over left unbowled.  
  
Progress in the Scottish Cup [posted 07/06/15] 
The 'Loc secured a place in this season's Scottish Cup quarter-finals with a 43-run win over 
Stenhousemuir today, in a match reduced to 30 overs-a-side after the umpires allowed extra 
time for the ground to dry in the aftermath of yesterday's heavy rain.  Batting first after being 
inserted by visiting skipper McDonald, the 'Loc were quickly in a bit of trouble, Chris', Owais 
and Bredders all back in the changing room after going cheaply, and the side 16 for 3.  This 
early flurry of wickets saw Pasty and Anjii together then, and with quite a bit of work to do.  
What was a decent total was a bit of mystery even before the start of proceedings, 30 overs-



a-side matches not being played all that often, and throw in a still-damp deck and - frankly - 
who knew what a defendable total was.  That said, 16 for 3 isn't a good start any time!  42 
were however added by Pasty and Anjii, their partnership being broken when the latter was 
bowled by Stennie pro' Jappie for 10.  This brought Scotty to the middle, but he - and then 
Stouty, in at seven - didn't last too long and it was 76 for 6 with Pasty welcoming another 
new partner in the shape of Abid.  And Abid's arrival gave the latter stages of the 'Loc's 
innings exactly what it needed, a boost.  And how.  He blasted a cameo 27 in no time, hitting 
McDonald for three consecutive 6s, and before you could say "that helps" 62 had been added 
for the seventh wicket.  Abid's cameo was over, but it was fun whilst it lasted [Ed: unless you 
were visiting from Larbert!]  Pasty was then the ninth wicket down, caught in the deep with 
nine balls left, and with an over unused the side were 141 all out.  142 to win then for 
Stennie. 
  
After tea the visitor's run-chase started slowly.  Very.  Six overs in they were 9,.....for 2.  And 
so not only had the bowling and fielding restricted the visitors, but a couple of crucial in-
roads had been made.  The dangerous Shahzad was one of the batters out, too, and this was 
a boost.  But pro' jappie was now in situ and in tandem with Crosthwaite.  But a third wicket 
would come along quickly.  Crosthwaite the man to go, stumped by Abid off Crazy Horse.  
And Hasseeb had been unlucky not to have already grabbed a wicket before this, his first ball 
being drilled to deep backward square leg where Scotty grassed a low chance.  But Hasseeb 
now had a wicket, and this added to Azeem's two, him having dismissed both Hinkson and 
Shahzad.  Crosthwaite's departure brought Davidar to the middle, and spawned what would 
end up being the only meaningful partnership of the second innings, Davidar and Jappie 
adding 47 for the fourth wicket.  And it was Davidar who departed, Abid executing another 
stumping to send him on his way.  Bredders was now in the wickets.  And, this'd just be the 
start.  After Rawal chipped one to Azeem off Imran, it became the Bredenkamp Show with 
the ball as Niel grabbed another four scalps - including Jappie's - en route to another Honours 
Board entry.  5 for 9 would be his return, including last man out, Moses, bowled without 
scoring.  Stennie all out 98, and a 43-run win secured.  
  
A good win then, in testing conditions after the recent wet weather.  But still in victory things 
to look to improve on.  37 for 3 batting first against SMRH in round one, and then 19 for 3 
this time, are starts that are not often recovered from.  Having done it twice now and still 
won, the side will be looking for steadier starts if they're to progress in this competition, and 
continue to win league games.  And with the ball, though dismissing Stenhousemuir for under 
100, gifting them 21 in wides is also unecessarily generous we'd suggest!  But a win's, a win, 
and the quarter-final draw sees Forfarshire visit on the 28th of June.  
  
Semi-final berth secured [posted 04/06/15] 
The 'Loc moved serenely in to the semi-finals of the Rowan Cup with a ten-wicket win over 
Kilmarnock this evening at Shawholm.  In the field first after Killie skipper Ali lost the toss, 
the side restricted their visitors to just 93 all out in their twenty overs.  The final wicket fell on 
the last of the 120 ligitimate deliveries bowled, the heart of the Killie innings being torn out 
by Imran whose figures of 4-2-7-4 were the standout ones.  He was ably assisted by the 
other bowlers however, with Anjii picking up a brace of wickets, albeit being more expensive.  
There were also a bundle of run outs as Pasty, Imran again and Ihty each executed their 
skills to despatch batters.  For Killie only four batters got in to double figures, with the 
dangerous Azeem (13) and Jawad (2) both being dismissed before they'd time to settle in.  
Ali (22) and Ahmed (22) took the top-scoring plaudits for their side.  
  
In their run-chase it was all very effocient, with Anjii near single-handedly dismantling the 
visiting attack with an array of big shots.  He hit ten 4s and a maximum as he bludgeoned his 
way to an unbeaten 65, with Chris' at the other end nurdling [Ed: Chris', look it up!] away 
and accumulating 20* and a sheriff's badge.  The target of 94 was reached with over four 
overs in hand, a ten-wicket win secured.  A pleasing win, and good to see Anjii getting in the 
runs.  
  



Also in to the semi's are East Kilbride and Prestwick, with the fourth contender coming from 
the Kelburne versus Dark Side quarter-final that was washed out.  
  
Still unbeaten [posted 03/06/15] 
The 'Loc ended this evening still unbeaten in this season's West League Cup group stages, 
adding a home win over southside near-neighbours Weirs to previous wins of the Dark Side 
and West of Scotland.  In the field first after Weirs' skipper Siggy Young decided to bat first, 
the 'Loc's bowlers restricted the run-rate - with the help of some decent fielding - right from 
the start.  The opening salvo from Ithy and Hari' prevented Weirs' openers getting off to a 
flyer, and set a decent platform for Imran and Bredders to work from.  And it would be the 
former who made the breakthrough, Imran getting Pettigrew stumped by Abid.  27 for 1.  
And this'd be only the first of what would end up being four stumpings for Abid, as he 
demonstrated fast hands standing up to not just Imran and Niel, but Anjii too.  The eventual 
eight wickets to go down in the first innings were shared around, with a brace a-piece for 
Bredders, Imran and Anjii.  Ihty chipped in with one too, the eighth coming courtesy of a run 
out by Pasty.  86 for 8.  
  
87 to win seems straight-forward enough, but when the start sees you 35 for 4, with the top 
four batters all "back in the hutch", the run-chase had taken on a slightly different 
complexion.  Weirs' skipper Young had done most of the damaged, getting rid of Bredders, 
Pasty and Anjii.  And when Scotty was run out by Taqi from the deep, his side was in a little 
bit of difficultty.  Owais and Chris' were the new batters in, and this usual Saturday opening 
combo came together in the middle with the scoreboard showing that the requirement was 
now 51 needed from ten overs.  The pendulum had just started to move away from the 'Loc.  
Overs eleven and twelve saw 10 runs added, and so with eight overs to be bowled it was 
now 45 needed.  And then, BOOM!  Over thirteen went for 12, and fourteen cost Weirs 13.  
Suddenly a female with weight issues was gargling, and the end duly came in the fifteenth 
over when Owais - who'd finish unbeaten on 47 - finished things with his second maximum.  
A six-wicket then, and on paper the summary scorecard makes it look pretty straight-
forward.  But at the three-quarter mark in the match this simply wasn't the case.  For the 
'Loc the positives were a decent performance in the field, with Hari' debuting well for the 
club.  Whilst in the run-chase it was good to see Owais follow up Saturday's 30 against 
Stirling County with another important contribution, and evidencing that he's coming in to 
form.  
  
Elsewhere in the section the Dark Side beat West. 
  
Big win on the back of much-improved batting display [posted 30/05/15] 
As bad as last Saturday's collapse at Glenpark was, today's 296 for 4 batting first after being 
inserted by Stirling County was good.  It was very good.  A good platform was built by Owais 
and Chris, both openers getting to 30, and the team getting a 75-run partnership for the first 
wicket.  Then a 46-run partnership as Pasty and Chris continued building the score after 
Owais had departed, caught by Campbell off Anderson's bowling.  But there wouldn't be 
back-to-back 50 partnerships as Chris' joined Owais back "in the hutch", bowled by that man 
Campbell.  In fact Campbell would get the only other two wickets to fall too, Pasty (54) was 
bowled after adding 161 with Bredders, and Bredders - in turn - would hole out off 
Campbell's bowling late on, and not before he'd notched up his maiden ton for the 'Loc.  
Batting positively from the get-go, and using the platform created for him by the batters in 
before him, Bredders struck seven 6s on his way to 111.  It was an innings of both the 
mighty maximum, but also the quick single and energetically-run 2s and 3s.  Well batted.  
296 for 4 then, Scotty (26*) and Stiffy (1*) getting their sheriff badges when the shutter 
came down on the first innings.  
  
In their run-chase Stirling County never really build the necessary momentum to threaten 
chasing down 297, only South African Ehlers (44) - who's been in great form - really breaking 
free at any stage.  Two other batters - openers Anderson and Morton - in the top order got in 
to double figures, however they were rare species on the day, and it wouldn't be until 



number ten, Hewage, managed 14 that their feats would be repeated.  115 was the eventual 
total, Bredders adding a cheeky wee "5-for" to his ton to complete what was undoubtedly a 
MoTM performance.  
 
Through in the cup [posted 24/05/15] 
The 'Loc bounced back from yesterday's horror run-chase at Glenpark in the best possible 
way today: a win.  The win concerned came in the Scottish Cup as Edinburgh side 
SMRH were defeated by 81 runs.  Batting first the 'Loc slipped to 37 for 3 before steadying 
their ship and, with the lower-middle order and tail-end batters batting round Bredders who 
managed the innings, they'd eventually post 206 for 8.  Bredders finished unbeaten on 94, 
accelerating nicely towards the end of his, and the side's, innings.  He put on 57 with Stiffy 
(22), and 45 with Ihty (7), the only two real partnerships of any real substance.  Earlier 
Owais had been out first, bowled by Chapman - SMRH's leading wicket-taker on the day, with 
a "5-for" - before, after they'd added 20, both Pasty and Chris' departed to good catches, 
with the score on 37.  Anjum (11) and Scotty (2) then came and went reasonably quickly 
before Bredders' and Stiffy's partnership set up the eventual 200-plus total.  
  
After the interval the visitors got off to a steady start, reaching 37 for no wicket in the 
eleventh over [Ed: remember the 'Loc had been 37 for 3!].  Then the breakthrough: Barrett 
trapped LBW by Anjii.  37 for 1.  It was then 48 for 2, and before you could say "Are you 
Poloc in disguise?", it was 60 for 6!  Anjii and Crazy Horse were running amok, wickets 
tumbling with gay abandon.  Included in the carnage was SMRH's South African professional 
Brad Moses who was cleaned up by Anjii for just 3 to be third out.  The fall of wickets then 
slowed, but as SMRH batters dug in, so the run-rate rose.  The seventh wicket eventually fell 
with the score having moved on to 88, in the 29th over.  Another 22 runs later and it was 
nine down.  Wickets nine and ten then followed in relatively quick succession, as Bredders 
and Ihty - back in to the attack - took one a-piece.  Anjii and Crazy Horse ended up with "3-
fors" each, with Bredders pocketing a brace.  The other wickets were one for Ihty, and a 
good direct hit run out by Pasty to get rid of the top-scoring Blain (34).  125 all out, and a 
win by 81 runs.  
  
The next round sees another home tie, this time against Stenhousemuir who saw off 
Greenock in the tie today.  
  
X rated! [posted 23/05/15] 
Yikes!  This was one to forget, that's for sure.  A horrible batting collapse chasing just 145 to 
beat Greenock this afternoon down at Glenpark would see the 'Loc capitulate to 76 all out 
with only two batters getting to double figures, and the side slip to ignominious defeat.  And 
yet at the halfway stage - actually the quarterway [Ed: is that a word?] stage - things had 
looked so different.  After winning the toss, Pasty invited his hosts to bat first.  In the early 
overs this seemed the wrong decision as Akbar and Ihty struggled to gain the upper hand.  
Blighted by bowling wides, the pair's waywardness allowed Greenock's openers - Prabhu and 
Flack - to race to 50 for 0 in the ninth over.  A poor start.  But then the bizarre.  Prabhu's 
dismissal in the tenth over sparked a bonkers collapse.  57 for 0 became, almost 
unbelievably, 66 for 7 [Ed: yes, seven!]  Crazy.  Flack had been run out, and batters three 
through seven then mustered just 6 runs off the bat between them!  The 'Loc were suddenly 
- and unexpectedly - in the box-seat.  But not for long.  Number nine Walker - Greenock's 
former pro' - decided that a full-scale collapse wasn't to be and he bunted 46, adding 53 with 
Ware (12) for the ninth wicket.  And then when Sanghera was last out, 3 runs later, the 
home side had somehow managed to post 144.  This had looked unlikely after nine overs, 
and again after 22, albeit for completely different reasons!  145 to win.  
  
The 'Loc's batting line up has looked more secure this season, thus far, and so chasing 145 to 
win wouldn't have seemed too imposing a challenge.  Though maybe this bred complacency?  
And certainly at a ground as fast-scoring as Glenpark, 145 shouldn't be a target to feel 
threatened by.  However at 0 for 2 maybe things were looking a little different from the 
viewpoint of the away dressing room!  Owais had again struggled to get going, and Pasty 



was gone too.  Walker with both wickets.  And Walker causing chaos wouldn't end there.  
He'd end up with 5 for 31 as he ripped apart the top order.  Only Bredders got in to double 
figures, as the five in the top six managed 9 runs all-in.  Shocker.  And it didn't get any better 
as the middle order and tail found their way out to the middle.  Only Abid with an unbeaten 
25 can maybe hold his head up, Stiffy (8), Imran (2), Ihty (0) and Akbar (3) all coming-and-
going in quick succession.  76 all out, the highest partnership that could be mustered: 18.  So 
defeat by 68 runs, the only consolation being the picking up of maximum losing bonus points 
having bowled out Greenock.  Let's hope these prove valuable come the end of the season.  
  
So disappointing, and a "bad day at the office" for sure.  The good news is that there's a 
chance to get back on their bikes again almost immediately with tomorrow's home Scottish 
Cup tie against SMRH. 
  
Back-to-back wins [posted 20/05/15] 
West of Scotland were the visitors this evening in the second group stage match in this 
season's West League Cup.  After losing the toss, visiting skipper Smith was invited to field.  
Owais and Bredders opened for the 'Loc with Chris' banished down the order at six under the 
competition's unique playing conditions.  After a quiet first over and a bit Bredders got in to 
what seemed a nice rhythm, and the score moved on to 30 without loss after five.  But then 
the breakthrough for West.  Bredders was beaten by McNulty and would return to the 
clubhouse for 16.  This brought Pasty to the middle, batting at three.  But with only 2 runs 
added to the total, the 'Loc found themselves with two new batters, Owais caught by 
Farndale off Gardiner's bowling. 32 for 2.  Scotty was the new batter, and - like last at 
Titwood - he'd bat well in tandem with the skipper and the two added 63 for the third 
wicket.  Scotty's was that third wicket, bowled by Farndale who'd been brought in to the 
attack.  And - again - two wickets fell in quick succession, Pasty dismissed by Smith.  Scotty 
(28) and Pasty (21) had given the innings decent momentum however, and Chris' and Anjum 
- the new batting combo - continued in the same vein, 95 for 4 becoming 120 for 5 in the, 
Chris' run out off the last delivery, but a useful 25 having been added. 121 to win for West.  
  
The reply started badly and went downhill might be a reasonable summary of the second 
innings.  9 for 1, became 10 for 2 and then 26 for 3 became 28 for 5.  And from this point it 
was always going to be a tough one to win for the Hamilton Crescent side.  And so it proved 
as the middle order and tail fared little better, the last two wickets falling with score on 70, 
the 'Loc winning by 50 runs and with an over and a half unbowled. 
  
Abandoned! [posted 16/05/15] 
After the disappointment of the cancellation of the Shawholm XI's at Marress earlier in the 
day, there was further frustration for the club when the 'Loc's home league clash with Irvine 
was abandoned with the side looking well-placed having bowled out the Ayrshire side for 95 
and being set 102 to win from 36 overs under D/L.  However the chance to win never 
actually materialised with the 'Loc batters not getting out to the middle as persistent rain 
prevented the resumption of play after the innings break.  Frustrating.  In what game was 
played, the encouragement must be another decent bowling performance, especially given 
the very wet conditions.  Stand-out bowlers were Bredders who returned figures of 8-4-7-4, 
and Izzy who took 3 for 24. We've also got some photo's from today's match in the Gallery. 
  
Big partnership sets up win [posted 14/05/15] 
A thumping 121-run partnership between Chris' (56*) and Pasty (76) was the main reason 
the 'Loc were able to post the challenging total of 153 for 2 tonight, batting first, in the 
Rowan Cup first round clash with Irvine.  In reply the Ayrshire side lost nine wickets en route 
to mustering 115 for 9, to leave the 'Loc 38-run winners.  The win sees the side in to the 
quarter-finals, the draw for which will be made shortly. 
  
After losing the toss, the visiting skipper found him and his teammates in the field, with 
Owais and Chris' opening for the 'Loc.  After a bright start though, Owais departed, cleaned 
up by Yadav, bringing Pasty to the middle.  Chris' and Pasty then set about building the base 



for a late innings onslaught.  26 for 1 was the five-over score, with the run-rate lifting a bit 
by halfway when the 'board showed 56 for 1.  The second half then saw the acceleration: 38 
were added between overs eleven and fifteen, with the final five overs seeing 59 runs in-
gathered.  Pasty would eventually be the second batter to be dismissed, departing for a well-
made 76, stumped by Irvine's "Overseas Amateur" Frans off Butt's bowling. But by then the 
damage was done, and after Scotty had scurried a few more runs with Chris' 153 was the 
total.  Chris' had batted through for a composed 56 not out.   
  
In their run-chase Irvine's innings was - in run-rate terms - the exact opposite of the 'Loc's.  
They raced to 35 for 1 in the first five overs, and were still "in it" at halfway: 77 for 3 the 
score at that juncture.  But the three wickets were important - in particular the departure of 
former Professional, and now club Coach, Sachin Chaudhary who'd been dismissed for 24 
coming down the track and swinging and missing at a Pasty leg-break.  And wickets kept 
falling, 97 for 4 becoming 115 for 9 in the end.  Wickets were shared around, with Flanners 
helping himself to three stumpings as both Pasty and Huss turned their arms over, and three 
Irvine batters being run out.  
  
Win over the Dark Side [posted 13/05/15] 
The West League Cup got under way this evening, with the first of the group stage matches 
seeing the 'Loc make short journey to Crossmyloof to take on the Dark Side at Toytown.  
After Pasty won the toss the 'Loc were batting, Bredders and Abid opening.  But the latter 
would depart without troubling the scorers, bowled by Shakoor to bring the skipper in to bat 
early.  3 for 1 then became 18 for 3 as Bredders and Anjii both departed with the total on the 
same score, Anjum joining Abid on the Webbed Feet Award table.  18 for 3 didn't bode well, 
however Pasty dug in, and with Scotty playing his shots from the get-go a recovery was 
mounted.  50 was passed, and the score had reached 72 before a fourth wicket would fall.  
Scotty was the fourth to go, trapped LBW by Ali for a vital - and quickly compiled - 37.  Pasty 
carried on with the rest of the middle order and tail, with Flanners (18) in particular chipping 
in with a useful cameo.  Twenty overs completed and the side were seven down, 130 on the 
'board.  Pasty had finished unbeaten on 46 having played the anchor role.  For the Dark Side, 
young Ihtesham Ul Haq was the standout bowler returning economical figures of 4-0-19-0.  
131 to win. 
  
Clydesdale's reply started well enough, their opening Stormtrooper combo of Sher and Awais 
safely navigating the opening overs to reach 20 without loss.  But then a breakthrough: 
Awais trapped LBW by Bredders.  And before you could say "Are you Poloc in disguise?", 20 
for 0 had become 25 for 3.  Not quite 18 for 3, but in the same ball-park.   The question was, 
therefore, could the Dale recover as the 'Loc had done?  The answer - at 43 for 6, and then 
57 for 8 - was no.  And only a late flourish from Ali (24) would see the run-chase close on as 
much as the 92 all out as was eventually mustered.  So a decent win, accepted against a 
Clydesdale side minus a couple of experienced players, and the still-banned Haq.  However 
with both Ihty and Owais unavailable through Scotland Under 19 commitments, the 'Loc - too 
- were, arguably, missing players.  And, as they say, "a win's a win".   
  
Good win to get the new season going [posted 02/05/14] 
Weirs were the 'Loc's first league opponents of season 2015, the club's near-neighbours 
making the short trip across the south-side from their Newlands base.  The 'Loc side saw four 
players making competitive 1st XI debuts: Stouty behind the sticks, Azeem "Izzy" Akbar, 
Chris' Graham (the club's new "Overseas Amateur") and professional Niel Bredenkamp.  And 
the good news for all four would be they'd end the day still unbeaten in their new roles!  
Stouty took a couple of grabs, leaked just 3 in byes and in general coped well on competitive 
debut, whilst Izzy took a brace of Weirs wickets as the visitors were dismissed for 188, and 
Chris' (95) and Niel (44) made encouraging contributions in the successful run-chase.  The 
eventual margin of the win was five wickets, the 'Loc reaching the winning line with just 
under twenty overs to spare.  A pleasing win, first up.  
  



The first innings that saw Weirs post their 188 had ended in somewhat bizarre circumstances 
however with last man Khan nowhere to be seen on the policies when his side's ninth wicket 
fell.  The effect?  Well, firstly, the innings closed, and - we guess - secondly, Mr. Khan 
must've been "Timed out".  Is this a first?  Your correspondent isn't sure, but - frankly - it 
didn't matter.  188 all out it was.  And the fact that the visitors from Albert Park had been 
batting first at all was due to skipper McCaig guessing wrong and Pasty inviting Weirs to have 
first use of the track.  Up front Izzy and Ihty struggled a bit with the new ball and too many 
extras were gifted.  However gradually control came, and with 32 on the 'board, Smith was 
first out.  51 runs later, there'd been four more scalps taken as the slightly ropey start turned 
in to a decent one.  83 for 5.  But far from collapsing, the Weirs middle and lower order got 
stuck in, Muhammed (34) and Shah (40), in particular, making really good contributions.  47 
was added for the sixth wicket, and then 36 for the seventh.  However neither batter could 
"go on", and after their dismissals the rest of the line up [Ed: bar the MIA Khan!] couldn't add 
too many and the first innings would close in the 48th over, 188 to total.  189 to win then. 
  
Owais and Chris' opened for the 'Loc in their run-chase, and they put on 21 before the former 
was bowled by Shah.  This brought the two overseas players together and they would bat 
really positively to - effectively - put their side in the "box seat", putting on 81 for the second 
wicket.  Niel was the second batter dismissed, trapped LBW by veteran Pettigrew for 44.  102 
for 2.  Niel's departure saw Pasty to the middle to join Chris' who was still going well.  And 
after the 81-run second wicket partnership it would be pleasing that another solid partnership 
followed.  Pasty and Chris' added 72 for the third wicket to see the 'Loc within touching 
distance of the win, and as importantly Chris' within sniffing distance of his hundred.  
However he'd fall 5 runs short as he was bowled by Shah.  A good knock on competitive 
debut, and more importantly a match-winning contribution in the context of the run-chase.  
174 for 2 then became 188 for 5 as a couple of other batters came-and-went before the 
winning post was passed in the 30th over and the five-wicket victory, and win points, were 
secured. 
  
So a decent start, but still lots to both build and improve on.  The bowling right up-front can 
be tighter, and some of the fielding and movement around the paddock sharper and quicker.  
But encouraging nonetheless.  Next week it's the long trek to Dumfries and matchday two 
against St. Michael's.  
 


